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THE Ptednrts and tbe "bifitifls, ioiieS 
we receive frsm former Tears and Men^ 
tire cbiefy eaiiig te eurfehes : Their Par 
murs affeU us net, mlefs we ofplf tiem; 
and their Injuries hme no force, W wiat 
tbey borrow from our follj. Ibt Goai 
V0pll ofJraiquit} never benefit us, 'till (jw 
«wr<& our fehet with 'Pains into their Ac' 
Quaint anee : apd the B^id never corrupt us, 
hit iehiit we court their Ctmfaiiyt Jt it 
01 this account that, while Wf ne^eU the 
Old Mxawples of Ignorance or Vict^ thi 
¥ attorns of Wit and Virtue engage our Cu- 
tipfi/i/ as well as our tfieem. Jnd ainong 
thefe, we entertain a particular j^e^ion fof 
4bi celebrated Juthors if Jncient Times : 
tf^e Mt iffirfus of underflodfiing titif Ac- 
•■'. A 1 tioni 
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tions and Fortunes as we/I as tbeir Writings j 
and are the nwre eager to enquire into Iheir 
private Story ^ the more agreeably they divert 
us mth the Adventures of other Men. 

Tet Envy and Ingratitude have done their 
heft to deprive us of this SatisfaUion : Ma^ 
ny of the Great Maliers furvive only in the 
Front of their Labours j ' and we read the 
wl^ole Uiftory in a Line of the %itle-page* 
FanUy with the ordinary Spirit of Informers^ 
difcovers Ill-nature in her very Traife i and 
under the pretence of giving a Loud Sound 
to thiir Memory^ excufes her felf from giv^ 
ing a T^iftinU one. Now the Poets have 
a deeper Jhare in this Misfortune than the 
Trof&jfors of other Arts and Studies. Thi- 
lofbpbers commonly leave numerous SeUs he^ 
bind ibemy which endeavour to enlarge their 
own Credit by [welling the Legends of theiit 
Founders. Orators^ being allowed a hand 
in the ^ufinefs of State^ pafs down in the 
Current of common Hiftory : And the Hiftth 
rians tbemfehes^ while they illuftrdte the 
Times they live in^ entwift tbeir private 
Affairs with the Memorials of pablick Ac^ 
tions : and^ borrowing the Vanity of an 
Art to which they lend Materials^ never 
fail to draw their own TiUure in their nd^ 
bhft Worh fBut the Tkt^ by tfie Rules if 

- bis 



PRE FACE. 

bis Order ^ forfwears ^ufinefs as heartily 
as Riches : He. is to cover himfeif from the 
World with Shades and Trivacy ; and e^en 
the Noife of his own Traifes muft not be fo 
great as to break the Cloud winch inveils^ 
his Terfon. If he chance to addrefs his 
Verfes to the Honour of the prefent Age^ 
then perhaps Tvfttrity may know the City^ 
and the Times he li^ed in : ^ut bis chief 
Affairs lye among the old Race of Mortals; 
He is to re^i^e Heroes that have died in 
their 'very Brafs: And though he may pof* 
fibly refcue Them from the Gulf of Time^ 
he is Himfelf commonly [wallowed in tbt 
Attempt. 

If the Muses ha<^e been cimlly treated 
in any Chronicle^ it muft be in that of the 
Grecian Affairs. As they are reported to 
have been born in that Country^ fo they 
might with more Juftice ^be [aid to have 
gii>en Sirth to it. The Language^ the ArtSy 
the Civility^ the LawSy the Religion^ and 
the very Triumphs of Greece, all fprung 
from their Fount aipy and were all nourijhed 
by their Streams. Nor indeed was- their 
Service ill repaid^ while the gobd EffeUs 
of it continued. In the ftoWiJhing: Height 
ef Wffdom and of Empire, the "Poets weri 
ranked among the Quardiavsr^f the State \ 
'k and 
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tnia FfBory in one ef tbtir ConHntwK in 
the Tbfdtrey Qhtained as fair a ^iacf in 
the puhlick Regiftersy as the JStiws vf 4 
fnce^sfui General. "But when hy a wiktuai 
failure^ Greatnefs hegan t$ langmjh fer 
want of tbe Incitement of Wity and Wit 
to fink becaufe unfupporeed hy Greatnefs i 
tbe Toetick Trihy like a decayed Family^ 
net only fufffered in their own CredftSy but 
were unable to fecure tbe Honours and the 
Atcbievements of tbeir ^redeeejors. The 
Old Heroes in tbe Art of Verfe bad tbeir 
Trophies fcattered about in the Wide Field 
of Hifiory \ but tbeir weak Tofierity cofdd 
not gather them into a Tiky and fo they 
ia^e rolled down in tbe fame Confufion to 
our Times. 

To pick up fome parts of tbefe divided 
Honour Sy and to lay the Sacred Fr^^ments 
together y is tbe T>efign of this fmall At-; 
tempts Tbe Cementingy tbe Tolifldngy tbe 
gimng tbe nice Touches ef Symmetry and 
Lifoy Jhould be tbe Care of mbler Arties. 

It was thought convenient y not to flop at 
thofe admired Maftersy wbofe Labours furr 
«rw as well as tbein Memory j but to take 
in tbe mofi celebrated (^ the other Traiuy 
who Uw on the Stock of tbeir Antient 
Gkry i and have made chat their ^agport 

through 
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tbrimgh fi wtm/ Jgn, finct their truefi 
Crtdentiak bme leen kfi upon the Way. 

Somt Endtaeturs afur tbeir proper Cba- 
riMen hive teen 'afdei in ioth 'XXt/iJimt, 
hecaufe tbeir Wit makes tbe heft part eft be 
Story i and hecaufe to give tbe Life of an 
Jktbor wit bout fpeaking of bis Works, is 
m ^ifer ConduH, tban to write tbe Me- 
pairs of a frince or Hero, atid to emit tbf 
Relation of his Bxphits. 
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The Life of H o M e R* 

H E Age and Country of Homer have 
cxcrcis'd the Criticksj more than all 
his Works : Hiftorians are ib much la 
the dark about thcfe Points ; that, if they were 
to be dctermin'd by a Majority, 'twould be hard 
to find two on the lame hde. In the mean time 
the Men of his own Profeffion.havc made their 
Advahtage of this uncertain Difputc ; have been 
-willing their Great Mafter Ihould be acknow- 
Icdg'd of Divine Original, as well as their Art : 
And advis'd the contending Cities to rcfign the 
Prize to Heaven. Without doubt the Honour 
of Pocfy is much advanced by the Noble Con- 
troverfy about its Author j and while we own 
Homer to be Him, 
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^ 3n&^ Life e?f Homer. Partly 

Cttjus dc gurgite facro 

Comhihit arcams vatum omnis turba furores. 

Prom whofe Immortal Straam the Tuneful Train 
Derive tlieir Transports and their Secret Veini^ 

We have the greater Veneration for him, the leis 
we are acquainted with his Source. 

As when Old^Nilus^ who with bounteous Flows, 
Waters an hundred Nations as he goes, 
Scattering rich Harvefts- keep's his Sacred Head 
Among the Clouds ftill undifcovered. 

. ' «. BATtlURSTtfUSELDBN. 

If vve take the.Eains to cxamipc all the ancient 
and modern Calculations, . and compare them 
jvith one another, we find the greater part of 
"the Votes declaring Smyrna the "Place of hia Birth ; 
and fixing the time of it, between One and Two 
hundred Years before the Jfeuilding of Rome^ 
But then if we enquire farther into the Particulars, 
the'Prolpeft grows infinitely Darker; and Ip 
ias fcarce more Fables in his Poetry, than 
Authors have confufedly multiplied about hfeLifc* 

Indeed Herodotus j who according to his owp 
Account \ liv'd but Four hundred Years after 
him, is &id to have drawn up the entire Story 
of Homer. • And we , have ftill ansong his Work:^ 
fSL Piece, which promifes us the lamctevour by its 
Title; tho' Learned Men have tK)t yet agreed to 
ac^knowlcdge it for Genube* However, it caor 
not fail of a civil Reception, while it is not mani- 
fcftly convifted as a Cheat. And^ fuppofing the 
^vorft, why may not we as well entertain our 
felvcs with the feign'd Hiftory of a Perfon wc 
^dmir'e, as with the fancied Statue or Pidure, 
when the true are irrscovcrably loll? In thofc 

f In E«rff f. 
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Arts, if one iinglc Mark or Fcaturd ' be but 
known^ there is ground enough to proceed dn in 
ibrming the whole Piece- And here, after all tlje 
ftrange Reports, we have ftill certainty enough 
for a Foundation. Therefore, while we ftick 
to the common Notion form-d of him by all the 
World, of a blind, indigent Bard, ftrdwling up 
and down, and owing all his* poor Subfiftcnce tp 
his Mufe: Ihould the larger Memorials not ap-*' 
pear ftria:ly true, yet they muft needs feem in 
lome mcafure pleafant and agreeabley when thejr 
are built on ib good a Bottom^ 

If then we may be allowed Xo tell ihc'Tdc 
after Herodotus • Mis Mother Critktis Was borii 
and liv'd at Cumaln jSalia*^ wherc^ happening 
to be with Child by a ftorn Embrace^ hef 
Guardian after her Parents Death, to. avoid the 
publick Scandal, fenther away to a Friend oihh 
at Smyrna \ which City had been lately founded. 
by a Colony from Cumdi Within a little timcL 
alter her temoye, going with the Prbceffion of 
WomOT t6 a Feaft, celebrated hear the River 
Meks^ Ihe was fudd^ly. brought to Bed of.HO^ 
MEti\ and gate the Boy the JNaftie of A&/^- 
Jpgene^ from the Place of his Birtfc :; v^ ? 

Upon this Accident, lbc;was*obIig'd;td jcive 
the (jlendcman^ to wbofe Card Aie> Kad beeni 
commited by her Guardian, ahd to fct tip id 
Smyrna ibt "hei^fclf ; getting her .Lively hood by 
her Wotki This thrived fo well ^ith' her,- that 
flic did nbt cJnly proctire a competent Main- 
tenance, but cotild afford to bring up hcf Son itf» 
the Arti and Impibvemetits proper toJbis Age 
Her Ifldiiftfy and Prudence gam'd Kef fo feir 4i 
Charafter in the City, that in a little time flic 
re^eiv'iJ'the Addrefies tif btie/Pbemius^ acf 
Wttinent iTeacher of LetteW and Mufick; atid 
alter a Icing Siegey at laA: confcnted td imrif 
* - B i hinu 
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hifh. Th-c old Qentlteman admxr'd the extraor- 
dinary Parts of his Son-iii-Law; and takbg all 
the Care in the World of his Education, found 
hrm quickly fo far beforehand with the reft of 
the Scholars, a3 to be able to cope with his 
Maftcr in his own Art : And in fliort, at his 
Death, left him all bis Bffeds, and the Com* 
tnand of the School. 

Oar Poet, falling to his Hcfedkafy ^rofeffion, 

ibon advanced it to fuch a prodigious Degree, as 

to make himlclf the common Wonder, not only 

of his Countrymen, but of all the Strangers that 

Tefortftd to Smyrna on account of the Great 

Corn Trade, for which that City was famous. 

Among other Foreigners who applied themlelves 

to him for the Benefit of his Converlation ; one 

MenteSy the Mailer of a Vcflcl, and a Man, as 

Times went, of tolerable Knowledge and 

Learning, was fo taken with bis Company, thac 

by a great many fair Promifes, he prevailed with 

Mm to leave his School, and to go aboard for 

Leucadiaj the Merchant's own Country. The 

main reafon of hi& Comjpliance ieems to have 

•been the extraordinary denre be bad of informing 

hrmfelf in the Manners and Cuftoms of .different 

•JPcople; which he judged would be of great ufe, 

to the Defigti he had before form'd, oF making 

Poetry the Bufinefs of his Life. 

He had now furnifli*d htmfelf with abundance 
of Remarks on the Places occuring in his Travels ; 
when, by reafon of his ordinary Infirnftirty, a 
tarrible Huroour in his Eyes, not being ablq to 
make the whole Voyage, he agreed to be left at 
Ithaca : being recommended to the cafe of one 
MefJtor^ an Acquaintance of the Merchant's, and 
a Man of the grcateft' GhataAer for Juftiec and 
' JHLofpitality, in that Iflaod. > And here it waf 
that he picked up the main part of his Stprie# 

about 
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jrfx)ut Vty£e$. His Old Friend the Merchant, 
i^eturoing ibme time after, and finding his Kycs 
a little better, took him Aboard again ; and car- 
rying him about to many Places, at laft landed 
him at CoJopboftj where his Indiibofition returned 
fb violently as to take away his Sight. 

He had reafon to be tired oframbling npw, 
and accordingly^ as well as he could, repaired 
home to Smyrna. But it feems he had Igil all 
his Interefl there, by leaving the City after fo 
unaccountable a manner. So that finding himfelf 
in a fair way to be ftarved, he rcfolved tp take 
a Journey to Qitna^ where his Ancel^ors had 
lived ; and to fupport himfelf as well as he cpuld 
upon the Road, by his Begging and bv his Mufe^ 
But finding his Poetry take very muca in a little 
Town on the Way, he fettled there for fpmc 
time, and got his Vi&uals by haranguing the 
People in Verfc. However, fupplies did not 
come in fb fail, but that he quickly grew as 
Hungry as ever; and fo took his leave of his 
Patrons, and went in earneft for Qitna. Here, 
furprizing the People with his Songs and his Art, 
he was encourag'a to addrefs the Council for a 
Maintenance ; engaging upon that Confideration, 
to make their City the moft Famous in the 
World. 

The greater part of the Magiftratcs were at 
firft indmed to accept his Propofal ; only one of 
the grave Gentlemen declaimed bitterly againit 
admitting him \ and told his wife Brethren a- 
mong other things, that if they made a Cuftom 
of taking all the'O/tANe^/, or Blind Strowlers, into 
their Froteftion, the Town would be filled in a 
little time with a company of ufelcfs Creatures, 
fit fox nothing b the Earth but to breed a Fa<- 
mine. 

B 3 And 
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And to this Accident Homer owed his Name. 
After much Debate, this Opinion carried the 
Day, and was proclaimed by the Cryer; decfec- 
ing no Support to be riven to the Petitioner, 
Surprized at the fad Difappointment, he left 
Cuma for ^hocaa j only wifliing the Inhabitants 
at his iDeparture, that there might never rife a 
Poet in their Country, to celebrate (b ungrateful 
a People. 

Arriving at ^ hoc if a y he plied his old Trade of 
Poefy ; and made a fliift by repeating and Ihow- 
ing his Vcrfcs, to keep Body and Soul together. 
There happened then to live in the Qty, one 
^hejlorides^ a raskally fort of a Pedant, whofe 
Talept reached no farther, then to teach Children 
their Letters. However he had Senfe enough to 
admire the Excellency of Homer's Art; and 
thought he fliould make a fair Prize, if he could 
trick him out of his Wit. With* this Defign, he 
made his Applications after a very civil Manner j; 
and promifed the Poet to allow him a convenient 
Subfiftence, upon condition he might have the 
liberty of tfanfcribing thofc Pieces, which Tie 
had already ^by him, and whatever he ihould 
compofe farther. Homer was glad of any fccurity 
irom Hunger and Cold ; and (b, without fuv^ 
peOting any Knavery, agreed to live with the 
r ellow ; and to give him what liberty he pleafcd 
Jn relation tp his Writings. Under the' Care of 
fuch a Patron, he is faid to have wrote the Leffer 
Iliad. * which began 

^H^ 'TTsd 'JToKhi ^ei9ap AavaoI Stt^T^vlu ''ApH®*. 

I fing 3>oy'a Plains for Generous Steeds^renown'd; 
^here the Brave Greeks fuch bloody Labours fpund* 
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^heftorides having received this Poem, and a 
great many other Pieces, that his Gueft put into, 
his Hands, thought it vras time for him now to 
be gone,' and to make the beft Market of them 
he could. Accordingly, ftealing away from 
^hocaa^ he went for Chios''^ and there opening a 
School, and publifliing Horner*^ Verfes in his own 
Name, they thrived fo much better with him 
than they had done with their Author, that he 
quickly found himielf poflcficd of a fufficient 
ftock of Money, and a larger of Reputation. * 
Poor Homer all this while was living hard on his. 
Wit at Phocaa ; and fccmed more concerned to 
provide himfelf necefTary Suilenance, than to ven- 
ture an uncertain queft after the Thief. But, 
^ little while aftcr^ there happened fome Perfohs 
of Learning to arrive there from Chios ^ whko, 
wondering to hear feveral Piepe^ of Poetry i;e- 
citcd by Horner^ that they had been obliged wfth 
from another Hand in their own City j took cp- 
cafioh to give an Account 6f the new Schopl- 
mafter, and what a Trade he drove with iiis 
Verfes. Horner^ underftanding where his Sharp- 
er was fixed, refolved to take the trouble of un- 
kenneling him;- and wrent prefently to the Sea- 
lide to meet with a Veflel for his Expedition. 
As ill-luck would have it, there w^re no Ships 
<iire(5fly bound for CJbios: however finding a; 
Fleet ready to Sail to Eryth^a with' Wood, he 
thought it v\^ould not be 'much out of his way, 
if he embarked with them. for that City. Ap^ 
proaching the Mariners, he faid a great many 
fine things to them, and calily . prevailed to gaiii 
admiffion fnto one of the Veffels. As foon as 
ever he was well fcated, he began to fhow hi^ 
^ra'titude and his Art; and made his Prayer 
for their good Voyage in fuch Strairis as 
thcfe. 

^ B 4 KAu9/ 
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KxSdi Xloo'ei^diap [liyAf^offBivU IfvofflydUi^ 

Nfi&uTOi^ 01 rnd< 'JToyL'Trii iiJ^* <^*PX^' {«t^/, 
A or «r' If C^dpeiAV J>L/;cpM/xyoi0 Mii^ctfi'']®- 
*A//o7ov ft* «x66y7A 3£^7^f oo'iivy >t j^vpHd'cc^. 

Hear me, Great Neptune^ whom the Wares obey/ 
Whofe Trident makes the treniblif)^ Shpres givej 

way; 
But rules Fair ffellcon with gentler Sway. 
Grant thefe Good Men, that o're thy Realm are born, 
A Prpfperous Gale, and blefs their (afe Return* ^ 
While I fecurely reach the Sacred Lands 
Which ftately Mima's awful Height commands. 
Direfl me to fome Hoft that will be kind 5 
And aid my fearch^ 'till the irile Wretch we find} 
Who thus with impiops Th^ft repays my Lpve^, 
And breaks tjie lUte^ o( Jfoffitaple ^ove^ 

Whatever his Prayer? ?night figpify, they had 
a fair Gale to drive thcrti to Eryth^a. But here 
things cli4 i^ot go altogether fb well as Homer could 
vrifh. For getting a Friend to enquire at the 
Harbour, be heard of nq Ships that were ready 
to make a Voyage tpward Chios. However to 
try hi§ Fort^nfe a little farther, he defired to be 
led along by the Sea-fide, ibmething lower to 
the Place, where the Fiihcrmep ufcd %o ijAy with 
their Boats. Some of thefe appeared tq be 
bound for Chiq,5y but where fo Churlift as to de^ 
ny a poor blind Fellow the fmall favour ojF a 
l^aflage. Jlontfr nettled at the^r rudenefs^ hroi^e 
put into his ordinary iReyengc of Verfe, 
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Afi^yii >S fiiT0^/f S^t'iv A/if, S( A* iKiTtiltfi. 

Hard hearted Villains, whonv the milder Sea 
Keeps (like its Cormorant^ on Wrecks find Fiey | 
£xpe£^ ^(?v/s Vengeance^ for his ^olt^ prepaircf 
'Tis ^QV^ makes Strangers his peculiar Qare^ 

. Thus difappointed of his Hopes he fat dowa 

very melancholy on the Shore; vrhen prelentljr 

after he heard the fame Seamen bawling near the 

Land ; they having bedi driven back by a Tem^ 

peil to the Place where they let out. He di4 

not f^il to make his advantage of this Accideotf 

but told them gravely, that the only Caufe of 

t^eir Misfortune was tlheir bafe renifal of his 

E^cqueil; and engaged they Ihould have a good 

Vovage, on condition they would be more civil^ 

and honeftly take him in. The Fifhermen, up^ 

on fecond Thoughts., eaiily im$^gbed fcnnething 

more than ordinary in the Cafe; and confentcd t« 

hoift him into the Boat. Bat as fbon as they 

had crofs'd the Sea^ they went about their A& 

i^irs, and left the poor raflenger on the Bcadi 

to fhift for himfelfl It feems he firaegled luckily 

enou^ toward Chios ^ but met with an Adven* 

,¥ure m the way, which flpp'd his Tourney and 

his Defigns. For l^ppening in his Ramble to 

fcUow Ac Cry of a Con^panv of Goats, that 

were feeding in the G>untry, ne lighted at laft 

911 the Goat*herd himfelf; who enquiring into 

^is Condition, and receiving a moft lamentable 

Storv of Troubles and Affidions, took pity 

on tlxe di^efled Stranger, and led him into his 

Hut* I^ foon as they had reficlhecl thenofelves 

with 
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tvich a little Food, Homer beginning a pleafanter 
Tune, and a Relation of his former Travels, 
worked himfclf into the entire love and efteeni of 
his honeft Hoft^ and was obliged with a Lodg- 
ing there for that Night. The next Morning, 
the Goat-herd thought it his Duty to acquaint 
his Matter with the good Fortune. According- 
ly, leaving Homer in the Cottage, with the pro- 
mife of a ipeedy return, he repaired to Boliffusj 
(a Town nard by) where his Mailer lived, and 
informed him what a Mira;:le qf a Man he had 
ract with ; defiring his Advice in the Point how 
he was to be^ difpofed of The Gentleman had 
no great inclination to countenance a blind Va- 
gabond; however he ordered the Stranger to bo 
brought to him, to lee if he anfwered his Charac- 
ter. The Goat-herd returning to the Field, led 
Homer into Town, and prefcnted him to his 
Matter. And he, after much talk, receiving full 
fatisfa&ion of the Wildomj Ingenuity and In- 
tegrity of his Gueft, intrcated him t0 take up 
his Quarters there in the Houfc, and to engage 
in the Inftitution of his Sons. Homer accepting 
the Propofal with a thbufand Thanks, immedi- 
ately fell to his Charge. And here it. was that 
he compofed abundance of his lighter Pieces, 
with univerlal Applaufc, particularly the Battle 
^ cfthe Frogs and Mive. The report of his reli- 
* fdjsncc in the Neighbouring^ Parts, foon ' reached 
Chios : Upon which Advice, ^heftorides thought 
^t pnce mp.rc' to give him the fljp^ and lyas 
glad' to fneak. iw^y with the firft Fleet, and* 
licek.his Fortune. ' 

' Horner^ howfcver l&tisfied with hisf new Matron's 
Favours, yet could not entirely forger the itiain 
dcfign of his Expedition. 'So that afto^acon- 
iiderable ftay, he beg^d leave to carry on his 
firft Purfuit, and to proceed for Cbtos. Here, 

tho' 
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ftho' the Thief was fled who had occafioned his 
Tourney, yet he found his Labour very well 
fytnt^ meeting with extraordinary Eocouragc-^ 
mcnt, and quickly railing himfcif a flourilhmg 
School; where be inftrucEed the Youth in his 
own Verfes. And now, being arrived at a Hap? 
jiincfs he never before enjoyed, a plentiful For- 
tune, he got him a Wife, and rcfdWcd to fix in 
fo good Quartef4 Under thefe eafy Qrcumftances 
he compoied his Nobler Works; taking pa^ 
ticular care to make a grateful mention of tnofe 
Perfons, from whom he had received the chief 
obligations of his Life* Thus he brings in Mffp* 
PoTy who had treated him fo kindly at Itbacaj as 
one of the Prime Miniflers oiVlyms^ and him to 
whom the Prince when he let forward for the 
Trojan War, committed the Charge of his Fa-^ 
mily, and his Concerns. And what is more Ho- 
pourable, having occafion to introduce Pallas in 
a mortal Shape, he gives her the form of jk&i9- 
tof. His Father-in^^iw and Mafter Phetnius^s 
Care he has repayed in that grateful ConmiCQio* 
ration of Jam, in the firfl of the Odyfley, 

^^nfdi^^ iui *3rQhXh incdyujo ^rdyjAf dtU^ofr* 

His fhining Harp the Hera^Mfrait refign'd 
To ^hemius^ Prince of all the tuneful Kind* 



Friend Menffs the Merchant ftan^ tO(| 
?jpon Record^ 

Mentei my Name I boaft. Stout AnchiaCs Soni 
Apd my juft fway the Sailing Tafbians own. 

The 
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The Fame of Homer's Poetry was not now 
confined to Ionia j where he had paued his Life, but 
made an equal Nolle in Gnece. So that among 
the vail Number of Strangers that ufed to viiit 
Itfmfbr the fake of hbWit, fome at laft prevailed 
with him to take a Voyage into tbofe Parts. 
He was mightily pleafed with the Invitation ; 
and havmg m tte nrft Place inierted feveral ho- 
nourable Touches on the City of Athens in ^lis 
Poems, he iet Sail, and arrived at Satnosy where he 
took up his Winter Quarters. 

During his flay there, his way of maintaining 
himfelfy was, at the Time of every New Moon, to 
go about, with a Chorus of Boys that led him, to 
the Houles of the greateft Perfons in the City, 
and to ling this kind of Ballad, or Waffail at their 
Doors* 

•£ip«vif T* dydAi. liTdti i"* iyy%Ay fi%fd fciy «», 
KvfCd,ln /* aim iUtJi M^fo-jri l^Tt9 pJ^k. 

"Em* c# nrotic^ier ^ h ftiflfli J'tiffeif A i (^ 

At our Mafter*s great Houfe, merry Trtbe,here we ftand^ 
To praife bis jaft Wealth, and applaud his Command, 
Let the Bars be knoek'd off, and unlock the proud Gate, 
While Plenty and Peace make their Entrance in State. 
May Joys here like Rivals, contend which (hall Reign 5 
fifiA Ceres with Sacchus the Combat maintain* ^ 

• May 



Ma]f tfaq N^tnpfa, whdfe fweet Oharmt oar jrowig Pa* 
iron have wOoj 

Drawn by prancing high Moles, ride in Triumph t9 
Town. 

And when the gilt Coach its fair Load fhall refign^ 

Beneath her gay Feet niay the bright Amber fhine. 

May her Wit to her Needle frefh Labours aflbrd $ 

And o'er the rich Loom fpread the Fame of her Lord^ 

Thus our Vifits and Vows we repeat thro* the Tear, 

And with, the liew Seafens» like Swallows appear. 

In th* Porch we wait your Boon : Say quicl:, wil't conl# 
or no $ . 

WeVe a long round tp make j when our Song's doM 

we go, 

• » 

This Begging piece of Cant, was held in greaC 
Veneration for a Ico^ time after in Samo^j and u-« 
fed conftantly to be mng by tl:ie Boys on die Fefii« 
ysA o£ Jpollo. 

. In the Spring, Hom^r thiokmg on nothing but 
his Tourney to JthetjSy embarked with fome of 
the reople of tho(e Parts, and landed at Cbos. 
Here finding himfelf violently ill, and the Town 
being at a great diftancc from the, Harbour, hp 
laid down upon the (xrals near the Shore. In 
this Condition the Fifhermcn met with him, and 
. encountered him with their Famous Riddle, of 

(Leavhg "johafs took^ n»ha$ *me took not we hring)^ 

m 

which, they lay, he not being aWe to expound, 
died with Grief But the true Account is, thtt 
.hisjR>rmer Diftemper was the cauie of his Death; 
which happened foon after in Cbos. The People 
of the City, and the PafTcn^ers who had born hup 
company thither, paid their \a& Refpe&s to hiin 
in an Honourable Burial. His Tomb Itood bjr 

the 
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the ScaHShore, and had this Epitaph engraved 
t)n it in a later Age, when his Poems had gained 
the Approbation of all the World. 

In this blefsM Earth his Head old Homer fhronds, 
The £rft piT |Ieroes» or the lafl of Gods. 

This is the mt(erable account ^vchave of Homer T 
thtk are the faint fhadows Antiquity refleda at 
luch a diftance. But if we rccal the Mind from 
the dark vie w^ of his Story, -and fix it all at once 
on the Reliques that he has left us, our Pity isK 
turned into, a deeper Wonder: We forget the 
tude Draught of his Pcrfon and Fortune, to cour* 
template on the nobler Image of hisSoul; * The' 
TJliiid So'ngftw itnmiediatGly vanifhes ; and in his 
room we are prefented with the Father and Prince 
. of Verfe, the Preacher of Wifdom atjd Vertue, the* 
flounder cC Arts and Sdehccs, the Great Maftet 
•of Civil Life, and the CounfeUor of Kings: 

. The Ancicdt^ have heaped much higher Titles 
on him than thcfc. But it is cafy to obicrvc, that 
feeir Rhapfody of Prailes is rather founded on 
jarticularExcellendes, than on the entire Beauty 
of his Poem.^, and the juftnefs of his whole De- 
signs. They admired the vaftneft of his Thought, 
the torrent of his Words, the fweet Charms of 
his Fid:ions^,and\fehe ufefulnels of his Precepts 
and Counfels : But they had little regard to the 
<[Mafier-picce of his Divine Art, ^ his C^duft and 
fnftitution. It is true, j^ijfot hand Horace hire 
laid down a numb^ of Rules 'drawn from Nature 
«&dReafoa; by applying which, thcyfometimes 
Applaud Ims Contrivance in General, and ibrao*'^ 
times inlifk on the- difcovcry of peculkir Graces/ 
But then they either commend Ihe %vhole,^ithout 

exitoinr^ 
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cxftmifting the Parts; ordfc tbcyilluftratcthcPar«* 
nyithonit iiitimating their l^elatipn to the whole* 
They cither Ihow us the fine Machine at one view, 
without taking it to pieces ; or elfe they lay thofc 
Pieces at tpo great a dii|:ance^ and never give them 
us ill i^ tkc faitie Light. The moft ju4iciou^ axul 
ingenious B^Uy who built his Dadrinc of tiic 
Bpiqilb Poem on the Foundation ^y had laid, 
*is the firil that Im drawn Homer at his iutl length: 
Actoning, by this eminent piece of Service, fet 
the many uleleis Li^bours of his Countrymen in 
the £»mc Field ; by whiQh, in the Judgment of a 
Great Main, Tbiy fief^ wtber to hat^e^valued thcm^ 
fihesy tbm in^fm>td apyibody eJfe. . u 

It is from So£k theq, that we mufl thus le»Q 
the Defign, t^e Confirudion and the Uie of. the 

^' In all matters which we undertake with ddi- 
** beraticQ and condudt, the end propolcd is the 
^^ firil thing in our Minds, and that by whioh 
*' we govern the whole Delign, and its parti- 
^' .culat Parts. Now the End of the Epique Po- 
^^ em being the Regulation of Manners ; it is this 
*^ the Poet muft have firfl in his View, before he 
** icU tor Work. 

J " ,But then, there is a great deal of diifcr- 
" ence between the Philofophical and the Bo- 
, " etical Do6trine of Manners. The Schools com- 
*^ tent themfelves with the confideration of Ver- 
*' tucs and Vices in general. The Inftru<ftions 
**? which they give arc calculated for all States^ 
^* People, and Ages* The Poet now,, has a ncar- 
*^ er concern for his own Coui^trymen, and a par- 
" ticular eye on the prefent Diftrefles and Incon- 
" veniebcies that they labour under. With this 
" deiign he chufes fome Moral Point, the juftoft 
^^ and tibte moft proper that he can imagine : atid 



16 The LiFS Iff tIdkEii. Part t . 

*^ to ui'gc the Ti-irth of itj he docs not fo much 
** cniploy the force of Rcafoning, as the Arts 
** of tnfinuation and Plcafurc; accomodating him- 
^ fclf to the particular Cuftoms and Inclinations 
^ of thofe, who arc cither to be the Subjcft or the 
^' Readers of his Work. Now let us fee how 
^ cxaftly Homer has anfwcred tbdc Rules. 

^* He found the Grecians^ for whofc Inftruc** 
•^ tion he wrotcj divided into as many independ^ 
•* ent States and Principalities, as they had 
^* Towns of any conliderable Note ; notwith* 
*^ landing which, they lay very often under a 

• ** ncceffity of uniting in one Body agatnilaCom- 
** mon Enemy. Now it being impoiTible to join 

• ** thefe two different Conditions or Governments 
^^ in one Maxim of Morality^ or a finglc Pocni ; 
^* he has built them into two fcparate Fahks .^, 

' " One for Greece th general, as Joined in a com- 
" mon Body, tho' compofcd of parts otherwifc 
*' n6t depending on one another : The other for 
" every particular State,- as they may be fuppofed 

' ** to have flood, in time of Peace, when theyhadi 
** no Obligation to fuch an Union or Alliance. • 

^ As to the firft of thefe j it is a known Re-^ 
*^ mark, that in all Confederacies compofed of 

: *^ independent States,' the Good Succete is in a 
<* great Meafure owing to the fair Underfland- 

• ** mg maintained by the Chief Commanders* And' 
*^ on the contrary, that fcarce any Mifcarrlagc 
^^ happens, which was not occahoncd by the 
** Heats and Jealoufies, and Ambitfon of the 

' ** different Princes; and the uncalinefs they prc- 
" ** tend to feel in obeying ainy fingle General. $o 
^ ^ that thc^oll ufct&l Lcffofi Homer could give 
^ his Countrymen, coniidered in this Relation, 
** was to fet before their Eyes the fad Calamities 
^ which muft neccflarily fell both on tiic People 
•* ^d the Princes, by the unhappy Ambition, 

Difcord 
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* corct acd Stubborncfs of the latter. He takes 

* therefore for^thc Foundation of his EaW^ this' 
^ grand Truth*, That tha Mifunderftanding be^ 
- Wem. Orifices is the: ruin ofthiir St at is. 

* But this Trudi, before it can be fet in its 
^ full Light, has need of a SccOnd to fiiftain it; 
*. It U neccfl^ry in fuch a Defign, not only to re-| 
^-prcfent the Confederate States at firft quarrel-^ 
^ mg among themfclvesy and fo,* unfortunate ; 
^ but tp Ihow them afterwards reconciled and 

* vi(^oriou^# . Let us fee how he has joined thcfc 
^ Matters in one folc univerfal Adion. 

* Here arc fcveral Princes, independent one of 
^ another, united againfl: their Common Enemy. 
^ The Pef fon, who has be6n chbfc GimTdliJJimc^ 

happens to offend the moll Valiant of all the 
Confederates.' The affronted Prince is enrag'd 
to fuch- a degree,' aa to relinquifh the Union, 
and to enter into an obftinate Rcfolution of 
engaging no farthef m the common Caufc. 
This Mifundcrftanding affords the Enemy 
fuch an Advantage, that the Allies are in a 

* fair way to quit their Entcrprize with difgrace. 
The Prince himfelf,!who iHade the Separation, 
is not without his ihare in the Evils which he 
has brdujght on his PaVty : For haviing given his. 
deareff friend leaVe to Succour them in an 
extrcain Ncceffity; this. Friend of his is kill'd 
by the General of^the Enemies. So the quar- 
relling Chiefe being both growrf wife at thciif 
owii Expencc, the Matter is taken up, and" 
they join Forces as before.' The happy Con- 
fequcnce of whieh Rcconcilciiient is, that this 
Valiant Prince,' who had withdrawn, .not only, 
brings the Vidor^ to his fide,- but compleats 
his ptivatd Revenge, hy killing with' his own- 

* HPandis the Author of his Friends Death. 



t8 
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* Sec'hercf'the firft Plan of the Poem, and the' 
^ Fi£kion uniting in one imporcanc and univerfaf 

Adion all the Parcicalars on which ic is rais'd. 
' Now this maft be made probable, by the Cir- 
cumftances of Time, Place and Peribns« There 
muft be Men found out of eminent CharaSer 
and Fame either in Hiftory or otherwife, oa 
whom this Fable may be handfomly fix'd. Ho^ 
mer has chofe thb Siege of Troy, and-fuppofes the 
A£tton to have paflfedthere. To that airy Ge*- 
tieman of his Brain whom he fancies .Valiant and' 
Cholcrick, he gives the Name'of -/tffAiV/fj; his Ge** 
neral of the Confederates he c^Us A^amemnwi and 
\ the Enemies Chief, HeElor ; and fo of the reft/ 

* He has ftill another Task left ; the accommo- 
dating himfelf to the Manners, the Cuftoms and^ 
the Genius of his Auditors, the People of Greea ;' 
to engage them to read his Work, and to gain^ 
their Approbation, by the Praifes he gives them: 
So that they might forgive him thofe Faults 
which he- muft neceffarily reprefent in fome of 
his chief Perfonages. He has acquitted himfdf' 
of thefe Devoirs to admiration, by making i^Q\ 
ViSorious Princes and People, all Greciatas^^r t\\Q' 
Ancefiqrs of thofevvhom he is concerned to flattet* 

' But not being/content to propofe only the' 
^ principal Point ot the Moral, which he defigns to 
teach, fo as 19 fill up the rt^Qii\it Fable with vain 
Garniture and ufelefs Incidents, he extends his^ 
Moral, by its necefTary Confequences. For, in^ 
the Queftion before us, it is not enough to 
know, that a good underftanding ihould be al*^ 
ways maintam^d among Confederates ; but ^tis 
\ a piece of Wifdom" of almoft equal Importance,, 
if any Divifion happen, to keep it fecrct from the 
^Enemy: that their Ignorance may hinder the lii 
^ from making any ufe of the Advantage! And^ 
lA^tbe-fecond Place^ while fuch a' Breach is nbc 
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really made up, but pnly difguis d, • it is by nd 
means advifable to prels on the Enemy very 
vigbrbufly, leaft we d^fcover thb Weaknefs which 
we are obliged to conceal. , . , 

* Now tiie Epifodd , of . Patroclus cpnveys thde 
two InftruAions in vL moft admirable Manner. 
For when he appear'4 in the Arms of AckflUs^ 
the Tr^joHSy, taking him really for that Prince rer 
concU^d and r^janited to the Grecians,^ . prefcntly 
ran away, god relinqnilh'd the Advantages ii^hich' 
they before had over the Coofederates. But 
Patrocfu^i who ought to have bt^n faiisfied with' 
this fuccefs, aflailing HeSiar too clofely, and 
forcing him to a fingle Combat,, {pqn let him 
underftand, that 'twas not the true Acki.lks yvhWh 
his Armour covered, . but an Hero of mvich infip-- 
rior Prowefs. In (hort, HeSior kills his' Antagonift, 
and recovers .the/ Advantages his Men had lofl:^ 
on the higa^d Reconciliation of AchilUsi, . 

* T\\tOJ^feyv99L% not madfe, like the lUad^ for 
the Inftruijftioa.of all the Gr^ioii States joined in 
ft Confederate Qody, but for the ufe of each 
State as it tubfi^ed fingly. Now a. State beings 

• composed of two parts, the Head that Com/nands,' 
. and the; Membersr, that obey, both thefe have 

need of inftrudiion^f the onp to ^vern, the o- 
theit to (ubmit to Government. . v 

* * Ther6 are two.Yertutfs neceflfary foy a Govern-^ 
^ Mir^ Wifdom to Order, and .Care to fee his Or- 
ders put in Execution. The Wifdom of a Poli-^ 
ticianis not i^cquir'd but.by long Experience of : 
all ibrts of Affairs; and by an exad Knowledge of 

. all the different FprmsTpf Regiment in the World. 

Then again, .the .Car^ of Adminiftrarion never 
; permits the Supream Govemour to be > far from' 

home, but obliges him to aconftant Refidence: 
, Axui tfaofe Princes who ramble from their Stares, 

ite in great dsinger of lofing thetn^ in regard ^they 

C a * givV 
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give occafion^ to the higheft Diforder and Confii- 
fion. 

* Thefc t!^o Polats may eafily be united in the 
fame Perfon. A King leaves- his Subjeds to vific 
many Foreign Courts, where he inferms him- 
felf of the Manners and Cuftoms of feverai Na- 
tions : Hence there naturatfy arifes an infiilite 
Number of Incidents^ Bkngers, and Adventures 
very ufeful for advancing the Dodrineof Poli- 
ticks. On the other fide, thisabfence of the 
King draws a thoufand difturbances on the King- 
dom, which' are not concluded till his return, 
whofe Prefcnce only can re*eftabU(h Affairs ; fo 
that the A^fence of the King will have the fame 
Part, and the fame Efteds in this Pabk^ which the 
Divifion of the Princer had in the other* 

* The Suhjifls have fcarce need of any more than 
one general Maxim, which is, to fuffer them- 
felves to be governed, and t6 obey faithfully ; 
whatever Reafon^ they may fancy to them£elves. 
againft the Orders they receive. 'Tis eafy to' 
join this Inftrufiion with the' other, by furni(hing 
this wife attd induftribus Prince t*rith Subjefts, * 
who in his abfence are more inclined to follow 
their own Judgmefits than his G>mmandsr; and 
by (bowing from the Miferies which their Dif- 
obediencc brings upon them, the unhappy Con- 
fequehces which ialmoft neteflarily attend thefe 
Private Counfels when carried on in 6ppofiti(»i to* 
the Supreme Power. 

* But now *twas neccflfary that the Prinfces of 
the Iliad (hould be Cholerick and Contentious ; ' 
fo it's as neceffary in the Fable of the OinJfejy that 
the chief Perfon be fage and Prudent* • This rai- " 
fcs a mighty difficulty in the Fiftions; becaufe' 
th'rt chief Perfon ought to be abfent, for the two 
Reafons already given ; which are effential to the 
PaUe and' compofe the principal S^iQg; and 
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yet he ctn\ abfent himfelf, without tranfgref- 
fing the other Maxim of equal Importance, chat 
a King ought upon no account to ramble from 
his G)untry. 

' Ic^s true indeed, there are many neee0ary Cau«- 
fes which might be a fufficient Covert to the PrcH 
dence of our Politician in this cafe : But then^ 
fuch a NQceifity is important enough of itfelf to 
furni(h matter for a Poem ; and this Multiplica- 
tion of the ASlim would be faulty^ The Remedy 
therefore is, in the jirft Place, to fix this nece&> 
fity and this departure of the Hero, vuthout the 
Bounds of the Poem. And, Secondly, the Hero, 
having bjeen obliged to abfent himXelf for fome 
reaCons antecedent to the AElion, and placed with^, 
iDut the FaUe ; he ought not embrace this oppoiv 
tunity of inftrufting himfelf; andfo wilfully keep 
from his own Dominions. .For, at this rate his 
Abfenoe would.be plainly voluntary, and they 
might juftly impute to him all the Piforders that 
broke but at Home. 

' So that in the Conftitution of the Faile, the 
Poet ought not to take for his A£im, and for the 
Foundation oihis Work, thejdeparture of a Prince 
from his Country, nor liis voluntary fiay abroad, 
but his Return ; and that too as it is retarded 
againft his Will. This is the firft Idea which our 
Poet gives us. jHis Hero makes his firft appear«^ 
ance in a remote Ifle, .fitting by the Sea-fliore, 
and furveying the Water with Tears in hi€ 
Eyes ; as the Obftacle which had fo long opposed 
his Return, and kept him from the fight df his dear 
Country. 

^ Laftly, As this forced Delay is fomething more 
natural and more likely to happen in Voyages by 
Sea p Homer has judicioufly pitch'd on a Prince^ 
who reign'd in ,an Jfiand. 

Ci Let 
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* Let us fee then, how he has fram d the whole 
Aftion ; making his Hero a Man of Years^ as ne- 
cefTary for improving himfelf in Wifdom and Poli- 
ticks. 

* A Prince being obliged to quit his Country,' 
and CO lead an Army of his Subjeds on a Foreign 
^kpedition; having glorioufly'accomplifliM this 
Adventure, is leading back his Vidorious Forces 
to his own State. But in fpight of all the Arts 
and Endeavours with which nis Impatience can 
infpire him^ the Temptfts keep him on the Way 
feveral Years, andcaft him' on maiiy Countries, 
differing in Manners and Government from one 
another. In the midlt of thefe Dangers whic^ 
he encounters, his Companions, refufing to obey 
his Orders, peri(h all by their own Fault. Mean 
while, the great Lords in his Territories, abu^ 
his abfence, with the vileft Infblence, and put all 
Thitigs in ponfufion at home, l^hey layifh his 
Riches ; they endeavour ^reacheroufly i!o murdef 
his Son; they would conftrain his Lady to accept 
one of them for a Husband ; and carry on thei|r 
violent Courfes with fo much the more Liberty, in 
regard they perfuade themfelves, that he will 
nevfer fee them again. But, in the End, the 
Prince rtcurns ; and only making himfelf known 
to his Son, and to fome Perfons who ftill continu- 
ed Loyal, and firm to his Intereft, he is himKlf 
the Witnefs of his Enemies Impudence^ He gives 
them their juft 'Puniftinieptf, apd teftores to th^ 
Iflethat Peace and Tranquillity which had fut* 
fer'd B^nilhment with him. 

* Here, as the Truth which ferves for the Foun- 
dation of this FiSion, and which with it compofes 
the Fable is, that the abfence of a Pcrfonfrom his 
Concerns, and his Negligence in his own Affair^ 
^re the Caufe of great Dtforders at home/;* fo 

ftie principal and thc^- moft efTential part of the 
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AElion^ IS the Abfeiice of the Hero. This takes up 

almoft the entire Poem; for not only his real 

Abfence is of many Years continuance, but even 

after hrs Return, he does not let himfelf be pub- 

lickly .known: And this prudent Dil^uife, of 

ivbich he makes fo great an Advantage, has the 

fame Effeds on the Authors of the T^oubles^ and 

on thofe who know nothing of his coming home» 

as if he was ftill abroad. So that he is abfenc 

with relation to them, till fuch time as he dif« 

covers himfelf in their Punifhmenr. 

^ The Poet, having thus composed his Fable^ and 

joined the Fidion to the Truth, has made choice' 

of XJljifes King of the Ifie Ithaca to fuiftain the 

chief Charader; and has diftributed the inferior 

Parts among Penehpe, 7elemai;hus^ Antinous^ and 

what other ib^ames he plea£;s. 

^ We need not here.infift oa that multitude of 

excellent Precepts, which are fo many Parts and 

natural Confequences of the Fundamental Truth ; 

and .which the Poet has fo artificially difguis'd in' 

thofe Fidions, that are the Epifodes and the 

Members of the Grand Aftion. Such are thefe 

iMoral Advices. Not to intrude into the Myfieries of 

Gweiument which the Prince would keep feet et. This 

\s repfcfented to us by the Winds fow'd up in a 

Leathern Bag, which the miferable Companions 

of X7/|!/ri?x would needs be prying into, and fo loft 

the ufe and benefit of them. Not to be captivated 

by the Charms of an idle and unaSiive Life ; fuch as 

the Songs of the Syrens invited to. Not tofuffer 

cur fehes to be blotted with Pleafure, like thoia 

Wretches who .were changM into Beafis by Circe ; 

with an infinite number of other Infiru&ions 

necelTary for all forts of Perfuns. 

* This Poem is more for the ufe of the People 

than the Iliad; where the Subje&s fuffer more by 

the ill Conduft of their Princes, than by their- 

C 4 own 
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f ov9V^ Mifcarriages. Bur in- the Odyjfey ttie lofs of 
' his Subjeds can by no means be charged on the 

* Hero: On the contrary, this wife Prince leavej» 

* no means untried to make them happy partakers 

* of his return. Thus the Poet tells us in the lliad^ 
^ that he Singi. the Jnger qf Achilles tlje Caufe of fo 
^.rnany Grecians Deaths. In the Oifffey^ on the 
*, other fide, he takes care to let us know> that 

* the SubjeBs ferifl)d hy their nion Default.' , • 

^ It is neverthelefs very true, that thefe mighty 
f Names of Kings and Heroes, <£ Achilles, Aga^ 
^, memnonj and iffyJfeSf reprefent no lefs the meaneft 

* Citizens than the Cafar*^ the Prntpej^zxid the A* 
'\Uxander-s of the World. Men of ordinary rank 
f are equally fubjeft to lofe their Eftates, and to 
f.niine their Families, by Quarrels and Divifions, 

* or by their negligence in managing their Aflfairs, 

* as Perfons of the higheft Quality. So that they 

* have as much occafion for Homer's Inftruftions, 
^ as Kings themfelves, and are perhaps as capable 

* of profiting by them * * 

Thofe that let up for Scepticks'in Criticifin, 
may eafily fay, that all this is but Scheme and Hy- 
pothefis ; and that Homer never underftood Politicks 
and Oeconomicks half fo well, as fince Bo/fu ha$ 
been his Tutor : That the fine Train of Allegwy 
or (as they will rather term it) Myftery^ is not ©vy- 
ing to the Poet's Imagination but to our own ; 
^hile, being once grown enamour'd of his Mufe^ 
we not only fee a thoufand new Charms about her, 
to which ^e is really a Stranger, but like craz'd 
Lovers, turn her very Imperfedions into Beauties. 
. But fure, if Theories in Philofophy are fo much 
in Fafhion, Theories in Poefy might hope to be as 
kindly received. fTis now*a-Days the Chara&er 
of Fools to admire what they don't thoroughly know j 
but the Men who pretend to Thought and Sence; 

i^ DmP. £^ lir. i. chap. ip. ' ' ' ' 

will 



jf ill never eftcem a Thing *till they fency they un- 
derftand it Thus they are nof raviOntd with the 
fair variety of Nature, till they have framed fonup 
kind of Crue to the Mazes of her Works ; and a 
Reafon for every Appearance, - every little Feature 
in herTace. They would not admire the Celeftial 
Motions, unlefs -they , carried their 3pheres abouc 
with them in cbeir Heads, and could meafure the 
fteps of every rowling Orb. And certainly, they 
cannot be better pleas^l with a Poet, till they fbrm 
fome NbtioiK of his Conduft andDefign. They 
cannot value his Magick, unlefs they conceive how 
^cis wrought ; nor acknowledge the Power of any 
Charms, that pretend to conquer, without being 
underftood. 

: Thus were this Dodrine no more than a probA« 
ble Hypothecs, it would be of real ufe to th?* 
World ; becaufe it would recommend the Pocms^ 
to Men s efteem, and by that means^ inforce the 
LefTons they convey. But we may as rationally ^ 
imagine thac all the Letters which cfxprefsthe JUaa 
and the Odf/fey were jambled into their prefenc 
Order by a chance throw ; as that the Poems 
were composed by the Author without fome ge- 
. neral and ufeful Profpeft. And, when we are to 

t'udge what this Profpeft was, we muft be guided 
»y the natural Drifts and Turns of the main Ac- 
tions, and by the Manners of the People for 
whom he wrote. And then, we (hall be carried 
into the fame Plan which Bcifu has iini(h'd, and 
of which' Arifiotle and Horace drew the firft Lines. 
It muft be acknowledged, that the fame Excd*i- 
lent Father, and other late Mafters have raisM on 
this Model, feveral new Scrudures, which pro- 
bably never entered into Homers Brain. Thus 
particularly, that the Divinities whom he employs, 
are fometimes Virtues and Vices, fometimes Na- 
tural Appearances, . and only fometimes the Su« 

preme 



preme Powers of {leaven^ is a IXftindion^ whieh. 
f[>Plato aiid Pythagoras had ever heard of, "'tis not 
Hkely that one of them ihould have baniftiM the 
Poet his Con^mon wealth ior' fpeaking injuriously 
of the Gods ; or the other have made him do Pen^ 
Bsinct in Hell fi>r the fame Crime. 

They are indeed as pnuch iQ an extreme, who 
make Homer itifaUiUe, a3 thofe who defpife him 
&r a trifling Dotard. He could not paint his 
BiGfittes without <6pots and Blemiihes; And muft 
we allowl^im a Prerogative which he thought fir to. 
deny He^en«? Oi when all the tfi& of the World, 
IniBiortaifS arid Mortals are faft afleep, \inu{^ be^ 
only with his Jupiter * be excused from Nodding? - 
We may rake Horaces Word for it, that he docs 
ibcnetimes Nod; and my Lord Rofcommott\ that 
be now and then proceeds a little farther : But 
then commonly he does ic for Company ; and be^' 
caufe in his Ago the fame Fit had taken the giieat?' 
eft part of Mankind. Thus h&s own oioi h^tK 
ipoToi £121, if rightly managed, would confute 
all the vain Cavils of his Modern Oppofers ; Thofe 
nice Gentlemen, who, becaufe Wit and Senfe are 
the fame in all Ages, iBuft needs have Manners 
and HuQiours, ^nd ev4:n Languages to be the fam^ 
too. For ^he three main Things uhich offend their 
curious Palates, are the Fables which we find in 
Homer, the odd Manners of his Heroes, and the 
linpropxiecies i(as they call them) of his Stile. 
And in all tbefe Charges, they fhow themfelves fo 
very Modern, as to think the World always was. 
juft as they found it. Otherwife, is it poffible 
they (hould be ignorant, that Poetry and Fatlef 
made up the Learning and the very Religion of 
the Old Heathens : Fables to conceal the Dodrines, 
j^nd Poetry to convey the Fables. Could they be 

[ ^J^oy TAPjwX'9 /^UJ'\i3C ?x* f^iJ'vfJ^&' v^v^' Iliad. ;i5^ 

. ignorant 




ignorant that the wifeft and moft judicioas in all 
Ages believ'd thofe Stories no more than they 
themfelj^ ; all of them thinking what Shrah hai 
the t>ddae& to declare, ^ That Mankind bein|t 

* naturally defirons of Knowledge, and the igpcH 
^ rant and undifciplin'd part of Men no bettec 
^ than Children, 'twas fie they (hould be plied iritht 
v^ fach Notions, as would at the fame time iati6f|p 
f their Curiofity, and enforce their Obedienc 

* The fame excellent Author will inforpi tbe 

* That it being abford to hope in thofe dark Tim 
^ that Women and' tbe common Multitude (honld 
f be drdwd to Religion, Holinefs, and Fidelity^ 

* by the Realbnings of a Fhiloibpher ; there wai 

* need, befides thefe, of fpme Superftition to con*? 
f ftrain them ; which Superfiiticm could not be 
^ carried on, without Fables and Prodigies: An4 
' that thus the TTmnderMks^ and the Goat^sUm 

* Shield of Jupiter^ the Trident^ the Tmhes^ the 
f Snakes^ and the Ivy-Rods, were all Fables f 
^ and fo was the whole Syftem of the ancient 
J Theology: - - 

But if the Biodi(h Cavillers (hould prove fb cony^ 
plaifant to Anti<i[uity, as not to be ofifended at 
Fables in general, they will fay, they only diflik^ 
liwierlioT the abfurd Ufe of them ; that is, for in* 
yferting a great Number of fuch as cannot be re« 
GoncilM to any rational Allegory ; others that are 
)&bfolutely impojQBble; and ibme, which inftead oi 
inftrufting and encouraging the People in Virtue^ 
feem rather to countenance the vileft Diforders. 

To the firft of thefe ObjeSions it may be re* 
turn'd, that while the greater part of the Fidions 
difclofe ibme glorious and ufeful Moral, it is un« 
t^afonable to exaft the trus Allegory of every 
little Adventure. They may as well, when they 
fead a Eable in ^^op^ as fuppofe the D^ a^ t& 

f itrnh Lib. I. 

^adow 
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Sbadm^ not be fkcisfied with the geneMi Cautionc 
againft leaving real Goeds for Afpearames ; unl^ 
they could expound the particular meaning of %^^ 
livery and why the Cur (hould have a piece fi£ 
Fkfi'm his Mouth, rather than any other Food. 
Thus their Nicenefs would appear very impeKi^ 
nent, tho' we (hould fuppofe that a.gr^at.many of 
Homer's Stories were defigned ibr no farther ufef, 
dian to be the neceffary Attendants ofthofe other 
IFiftions, which they allow to contain fi)ine plainer 
Inftru^on. But what if it Ihould be admitted ScA 
k £air Conjedure, that the Poet did really (hadow 
a perpetual LefTon, in every part of the Piece, but 
laid a great deal of it fo artificially, aa to be d^\^ 
.covered only by thofe Peffbns, whom be flioul<^ fa^ 
Tour with a Clue. to the whole Labyrkith? Wh^r 
fnight not. Homer have as numerous a Train of Fol^ 
towe!9, as Orpheus aud Mufaus are fiiid to have 
gained by the fame Arts ? And thetii; why might 
iiot he {like the Mafters of other. Se&s) bqfidcs tht 
general Inftruftion to ail the Worlds have concealed 
lome deeper Dofirine in his Verfes, deQgn'd onljr 
XO be known by the Tribe of his omi^ Scholars^ 
• If a Man was to read T'ajfot Omquefi ofjerufa^ 
kilt, he would prcfently apprehend- a great many 
ofeful Notices icatter'd through tht-^mi fuch 
as the necdfity of joining the force of Piety to 
that of Arms; the weakne^ of the Powers of Hell, 
when engaged againft Heaven, and the like. But 
is it probable he fiiould fee yet farther within a 
(tcotid Curtain, and conceive that Jen^lem there 
iigniiies Civil Happinrfs; Godfrey^ and the other 
Heroes, each of them feme parricuUrr Pwu^r of the 
Sotd; and the common Soldiers triake up between 
them Ma^s Bodj^ unlefs he had read the Author's 
jfllegory prefixed to the Poem ; and feen the obfcure 
Treasure pointed to by the £amc Hand that hid it. 

To 
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To thoiTc who charge Homer with the Itppoffibili- 
ky of Ibine of his Fidipns, ,i0jfu and Dacier will 
anfwer, that the Want of Probability may generally 
be excufed upon account of fome attending Cir- 
cnmftance r And that thius all the mon(irou$ Kela- 
tions about Grce^ Pofypherke^ the $jirens^ &c. thougk 
abfolutely falfe and extravagant, yet may paCs 
with a good Air enough, if we confider what fort 
'of People thofe were, whom tJlyJfes entertains with 
fuch Recitals: And they were the PhaacianSy whom 
the Poet takes care to defcribe. as a foft, eflfemi- 
nate, idle Race of Mortals, living at a great 
diftance from the Civil World; and defirouS of 
no other Knowledge but (hat of Tales ahd pro- 
digious Occurrences. 

This Apology carries a fair Face, ana may be, 

fuffieient.ra eftabliih Ufyjfes his Credit with his neip 

fenemieSi becaufe they are not likely to look fo 

far as the latter end of the Poem to confute it. 

But what if they (hould light by chance on that 

Place in the Twenty-third Book, where the Hero is 

faid to have obliged his Lady at his Return wich 

an Account of the fame mad Adventures, the famp 

Poljpbeme, and StySa^ and Circe, which had fo 

charmed Foreign Auditors? They will certainly 

bring this as an inviocible Argument, that tlie 

Stupidity of the Phaacians ought not to excufi^ the 

extravagant Abfurdity of thole Stories ,• unlefs we 

fuppofe the travelling Prince, after the Sight of (p 

many Cities and Manners^ not to have bren able 

to diftinguifh between a vertuous Penelope and a 

debauched Akimus. Thereifore, i^ we may venture 

to wander a little from fuch great Guides, as 

Boffu and Daciir^ the Reaion of Homers Impof!!* 

hilities in the O^Jfey is not to be laid on the little 

Spot . of Phaacia, but vpon the whole Heathen 

Wprld. . . ]>id not fhe, Pmfts continually amufjb 

the fiaripg Multitude with Relations much more 

prodigious 
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prodigious than gnj of piyJfesM^ Tdesj and waig 
not aH the fhilcrfbphy jfor many HuhSred Tears 
after Homer ^ a wildej: Romance than acfy Part of 
his Poefy ? Indeed there was plain Neceflity for 
this old Conduft. 'T would have been-as'vain an 
Attempt ra have endeavoured 6hc- ktpping (imple 
Creatures in awe by rational Means, as to talk 
ferious Senfe to little Children. Both tvere to be 
charmed into their Duty by Prodigy and Wonder. 
The Lawgiver applied His Stories Irke the Nuife; 
and the Gorgons were as ufefulior maintaining the 
Quiet of Tribes land Societies, as the Bqgbears for 
fecuririg the Peace of the Cradle. 

The laft Part of the Charge againQ: U^mterh 
Fables is generally owned, where a great many of 
them are accufed of ferving rather to the En- 
couragement of Men in Vice, than the inclining 
and inciting them to Goodnefe. AH the brave 
Advocates and Champions that his Fl^iile holds in 
Pay, have not been able to guard it from this 
Attack : being forced to acknowledge, that thofe 
unworthy Reprefentations of the Celeftial Powers 
which run through every Story, muft needs have 
advanced the Caufe of Impiety in the ignorant 
World ; becaufe the unthinking Part of Mankind 
were not able to look behind the grofs Veil 
which covered thefe Sacred Matters ; and £> wer^s 
miferably abiifed, miftaking the deformed and 
odious Shadow for the real Beauty and Subftance ; 
and efteeming the moft dangerous Riftions, as 
folid and neceflary Truths. TTis in^vain to urge, 
that thdfe unhappy Proceedings may be juftified by 
j:onfidering the particular Circumftances of every 
Bufinefs. As, th^t the rude Scene xW' Love be- 
tween iff/jr/ and Vhms may be recbndlcd^to a De- 
corum, if we obferve, tl^at *tis neither the Poet 
nor tke Hero, nor fo'much as' an b<)neft • Man, 
that gives thp Relation j bgt tte dSflfoliite Pbaacian^ 
^ - frog 



0figi€4Kiif^fMtckSbftivftl; ^sif thePo^tdef^lefi 
onlyco fliow^y thkt t4ie idfe Arts of Sdftnefs an4 
Library are t^ Souroe iof the moft fitful Pltaferes i 
atii "tiiisit the Meti^ 4^bo fpend tiieit Lires in theft 
XKford^s, fiafttti^j^ take a Pleaffrre' ki hearifig 
firch^ihafnefttt 'Reeital^^ and in makimg the Oooa 
thethfdves Shavers with them in fbe(r Debaoches^l 
For this fine AHegdry wototd not ba^e hindered xM 
^ Etfeds of the Fable, unlefs every private Gre^ 
dan had been W^ft- with as nice* a Wit a^ Monfieur 
Boffu to undefftartd it. . 

'The Original of the Heathen Su^rftrtioti is ad 
EDquhry too dilBjEmlt and t^d tedious to be here 
iugaged in : and yet we OKift haVe fome Notion e| 
k; becattfe Hip?^0r hVike to fiiid bo Shelter, udefi 
be^takes Sanduary behind the Altars of his Coan^ 
cry. .If then 'We eot^def the greateft Part of the 
firft Natk)ns faster the Difpet^Jtotty immediatsely cor« 
ranting into th^ gtoiTeft Igtiorance^ we may eafily 
knagine the v€lry Prijicipks of true Religion to 
have been e««ingoi(hed among them ; except fom6 
iisw Reliques of natural Maxims, which femiin* 
issg in wifer Heads^ fitted %hem for Law*tgiverS 
and Foundei^ of States.^ Now it was 'neceifary for 
thefe great Oefigners ts6 let the People have fbfiie 
Apprehenfions of the fupreme P6wer^ of Heaveni 
i^Hofe Authictfity lt^ th keep them in their Daty^ 
fiat it being impdiSble that the abftfadied Notion 
df one Eternal, ''In^dite, and Almighty Bemg^ 
fiioakt take any firm hold on Mijids guided only 
|by ^he outMird Senfes, feme Corporeal Imager 
were to> be i^er^iiced^ whldh might maintain a 
fljg^iiaus ^Impreffloti on the Fancy, by the Refem^ 
biance of fome "iirhings with whii^h it was better* 
aoquainttftd. This ^ight be etkred as a Reafoo 
#hy they <^htkl the S6verdgn Bdng in a ma-^ 
tenal ;^p^y 'befaore they preffinc^ him to the 
;"' . ••' ■ 'v*^- o'7.v\ ,..; . A^orfttioQ 

' * Bojit du Foet. Ep. /. 5. tb. 2, 
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])idorfttion of Che; Vu^ar ; ftill Iculvifig htm .the 
Power of Invifibilicy, and of taking any new Form 
he plea&d. But now thdy bad divefted the Hea-^ 
venly Nature of its infinite and uncothpounded Ef"* 
(enee, chey found themfeke$ obliged to cake away 
the Unicy coo, che Multicude would never have 
ftood in due Awe of the only fiipreme Ruler of the 
Skies, whom chey conceived in Form and Limbs 
not. much unlike themfelves ; nor have allowed his 
Power fo prodigious an Extent beyond his Body. 
Therefore befides the chief ^^apA^r, every Cornet ill 
Heaven and Earth too was filled with Inferior 
Deities ; who tho' they were properly no more chart 
Officers to put their Great Mafter's Pleafure in 
Execution, yet had the Power of punifhing auy 
Crime committed in their particular Diftri£i:s. Boc . 
ftill becaufe no Divinity could have maintained.bis 
Force upon the People, unlefs he had bis peculiar 
Name and Sto^ to run always in their Heads, and 
to keep their Thoughts in play, it was thoughc 
convenienc to let them know^ that tbefe Heav:enly 
Governours were once mortal Princes, who for 
their great Services to Mankind had merited fo ex- 
alted a State. And thus every God came to have 
bis Legend, confifling of the mighty Adventures^ ho 
bad pafTed through during his Human Conditioa. 
And becaufe many of cbeie Worchies lived at the 
iame time, hence came' chey to be engaged in mar 
ny common Intrigues. And from che& arofe cheir 
Loves, cheir Flights, their Wars, their Antipathies^ 
and Friendfhips. Thus the Multitude arrived iit 
the Etitertainment pf thofe Adventures j. the Civil 
Power encouraging their Curio(icy^,and recatning 
the Poets to give it Saci^fa&ion. - 

It is noc ugUKely, that the. Governrpent might; 
hope for fome &ccber Benefit from chj$^ Indulgoincd 
than is com&K^niyimagined. . For icjwas reafotoble 
for tjiem (o fuppojfe, that che People aclcnowledging 

the 
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the Power df theOcds at the fame time as they re- 
lated their Failings ; woiild, upon the fame Princi* 
^te, refufe to take any occafion from the Faults of 
their Rulers to refift their Anthbrity : But would 
conceive' Gods and Pfinces both to^aft by Pre- 
rogative^ and to have a juft Right of pUnifhing the 
fame A&iofes in ^thfeir Inferiors^ whifcH their own 
high Station, and thdr exemfftion 'filc^ common 
Paries excUs'^ *f jiiffified in themfchr^s. 

Perhaps whefi Lterriing «nd. A^til teme to be 
more refinM^ the wife ^f afters who fat at the 
Hekn might find (he bad Confequeniie of thefe 
DoArines, and that the People wbtHd never grow 
heartily averfe to fittf 111 Cotirfes, white chey had ib 
great Patrons imd Ex&mples^ and could make 
Heaven a "Partner in <^heir Guilt. And therrfo^e 
the State might again call the Pbetsto its Afflft- 
ance, who by franHiiginufeful Explanation of e^ 
very old Story, (hotild hinder the nxdre knowing 
Feribtis from taking c^etice; ' ^nd at leaft give an 
^neert^ih Atiiufehie&t to thofe who could not appfe*-. 
hen4 the Expofition. 

-Thus without doubt in many Cafes the Fable 
was hoi caft on to cover the Allegorical Truth ; 
bui'the Allegorical Tmth fpread um&, to drfguiae 
the Fable. For it can never be denied but thac 
there were once really fuch Men as the Ancients 
cafl'd Saturn, yupit&, and' Bacthus, tho' we hite 
had fb many old^ and fo mftny new Klorals to make 
cmt the Myftei:^ ^of thieir Storieij and of their 
.-Names.- ' ' ';•• ' * •> -^ 

If now it at faU'^jSpears from thefc Conjeftufes,^ 
that^the original df the ridiculous Stories about 
the Gods, was not owing to the extt«vagant Fah« 
cies of Hie Poets; btic to'the Neceffity of cne Times, 
and to the Rules of State: Ca^ iffiMrr be fuMy 
condemned for carr^mg on the £Mne Ddfign with a 
^uer Graced ^&at is,' for prefeating the> old 
-V^ D FiAioas 
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-Fidions in a new Drelst an4.fo bringing th^m 
. nearer co a 4iidden and all^orical Meaning ? Buc 
indeed, (hould he plead Guilty to the whole la* 
di&ment, and throw himfelf on the Mercy of his 
Judges ; 'twould be very bard if we fliould require 
the firideft Piety in the Ancient Poets, while we 
are forced to; difpcnfe with it in the Modem i if 
. qur Zeal (hould exad from a Pagan Hwner the Pu- 
rity oi^Cbfiftian^ while our Complailancecan al* 
. low in our CbriftiM Hmtrs the Liberty of Pa- 
gans. ' . -t 
.; But our new Ifiilus^s^ whatever plaufible :A£Hm 
they may have^againft Hmers Fables, are (hame- 
I fully Caft^ when they come to accufe him of In- 
r decencies in his Manners . and in h)S Style. Th^y 
.^re exceefding angry, to hear Ulyjfes ho^^ of his 
being thebeft Cook in the World, and ;chalienge 
any Mah to cut Meat, ferve Wine, or make a 
Fire with hUn^ : And to fee AchiHes bnnfelf trying 
.his Faculty at the fame Employipent. 6ut then 
.they have forgot the Charadeir ot.the ancient Sim- 
plicity, when among the good Primitive Kfpi't^s 
twas reckoned no Pi (honour, for the greateft Per- 
ion to take care of his meaneft Family Concerns, 
^ and upon occafion to perform the common Offices 
in his Kitchin, or in his Stable $. 
,> • With juft as much reafon, they complain of ^^* 
^m^r^ Comparifons and Epithets, which they 
imagine to be grofs Improprieties. They are af- 
•rfronted to find Ajax comparM to an Ais.:, ^h^n 
all the while, not only the Word is good and lef- 
ty i^nongh in the Greek and; Hebrew^ as* Mr. 
. Boileau obferves t, but the Beaft too was in efteem 
. with the Ancients (as it is.AiU in.fome Coi39tfie|s) 
. and had the Honour to carry Kings and Pfinj^gs, 
as well as Prpph|S|s ai^ Pri^fis^ 

: :5 DitcAi m Ar^§t Pact. cap. i^» ,? . niri 

i .> t ReflcAloasiCritlqacsiur Lw£h» fog. zz6» . 
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Ulyfffsibo ^hres tbttth agteat Cjfifgiaft, wbc^, bi^ 
ing in a violent Fiiry W\t\% the Defire <>f puniihiitg. 
the lewd GallantSf to0ing and tudsbliog from ovit 
fide of the Bed to the other ; he ^ ia compared 
to the fielly of % Beaft, ivith the. -fat ilbout k^ 
broiling on this. Goals» :and be^ng often turn'd by 
the FeUour that takes, care of it fbf hi$ DinQei:. 
V/hence the facetious Mr^ Penstdi tells ua, 
diat Hiifher > compares. Ukfes to a Black Pudding v^ 
t&f Gridiron, A Jeft (tiac :he borrowed , as f BoUem 
inforilis as> from an old lamentable Tranflation o£ 
the Odi0ey into French. Now it is likely, tha.( 
Similitade Was taken fronvthe SaCfiSces, in ^hichr 
we know the Fat .wils fifpecially regarded. Be(i49S 
the Bellies of fome Animals were rcckon'd herr^ 
tofore moft delili^ions. Meat, <knd much. above the» 
condition of oar Modem Tripe. 

Tw^ere toleraUrif this fcrupalons Nieenfcf$ were 
only impertinent ; biK ^ would ht no bard macterr 
CO prove it impious to6. For there are abundance 
pf Ekpreifions io. the Holy Scrip<ores whi^h agree: 
no better with the Genius of Modern Times and^ 
LanfiUages. Thtss.p^ticalarly th^fe tjfo Com- 
panions of Ajax^ atid Vlyjf^s feem to have fomer 
thins, much of the fame- tnode of Speech with them^ 
in the Bible. Jacob in the 49th of Gemfis^ at ttie^ 
X4th Verfi (ays, Iffachar is an Afs ftboping hetwM' 
fm Burdins. And in Efcbjiafiicus^ the 47th at the 2d, " 
David, \% faid to have been Separated from thi , 
Children ^of Ifrael,\$s the Fat iif}^4krate4Jrom tb9> 
FUfi. .i 

Butuhe moft uiukl Folly, is rhf Tneeringat all 
fttch Epithets* as wotftd . perhaps look ridiculous in 
our Modern Phrbte. Thus the Grave Malbramhe . 
obfisrvfs, that the Title of •»^4A** f 'i|w'^^ which is 
fi«'d^ on (thei H^oe'of the J?iV?^, Would be a more - 
{q-oper'^pcdife for . a. Plcet-Hcuiad* pr a Race- 

f Reflt^oni fur Longin* p. 1 1 1 • 

.£i .c. .- .V .n » • c. , ^ Hoxftf- 
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Horfef. Yet fure the Cuftom of gifibg moft 
Prmces dnd great Comnnanders fbme diftinguifting 
Epithet, i$ not^fa'very mpch worn out, but we may 
find Examples enoligh of it, wen- in the Hiftories 
df later Times; ' Sttre;C*^ji**'the SSmpk, and Lemj 
the Laty of Fthn^e^ as well as ow Itohrf 
and William RuJtiSy ftiighl make us^ more 
than to fcout poo^^c^x,' for biS'old Sr-*iiame oi 
Ligbt-Fdot. BvLt indded thli Swifmefs^ of Febt was 
always efteemed a ^(^ah'ty^^brdhy of theiiobleft 
Captains^ among the Anoieiits/ Ottusrwiik David 
would not have applied it fo vn his 0ivine Fbefy; 
Tet he fays dfhimfelf, tha;c G6& bad m«de his 
Fm like Ham JF>f^ and . reekmiM it among the 
Excellencies of Suul and yonaiban^ • that they 
were fwifiet than Eagles^ ^s well as ftnnger thm 
Dons. ' I 

' Mbnfieur Petrauk^ who lias been fo hardy as to 
undertake the Caufe of the Moderns againft the 
Wifdom a«d the Arts of Antiquity, tho\ Ke kas: 
not fttil'd to make the Beft of every one of.chefelit*^ 
tie Cavils^ yet teems to have been fenfible of their 
Weaknefs. And therefore j forlear the Name 
and Authtiriry' of firmer ihould defend him Agiainft. 
fKh flight 'Attacks^ he wifely begins hisGenfiire 
^ith maintaining, that there was never any fuch 
Man in the World *. That the two Pdems,.tbe 
Iliad aiid ri^^'Odj^fTey, are nothing but a Colleai* 
oh of many tittle Pieces by feverd Hands, i jotn\i 
aH'together in aBody. In as much^as the Siege iif 
Troy being the general Subjeft of the Poets in. the. 
Times wheh we pfetcnd he liv'd ; there came one 
commohly twenty or thirty Poems on that A&ioa 
every Year, ^tid the Man that made the beft Veiw 
^es'gain'd the Prize : Tin at laft there happemfid 
tcPbe fome-fort of 'Men in the World, who cook'ai 
fancy K>']oin the beft of tbefe Keces together j: 

f Priftue di U Reehmhe, . ^ 

"K 'j&iralido dcs Ancient tn des Modems* Tom. %• p« 13;^ 

an<| 
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tnd accordingly putting, them intfr f^me Ord^r 
Md Method, .tl^; forni'd . . rtie itiigd ^«nd t^ 
OdyiSfey*.- -• .v -,.;.• ■. •:.. ■.. ^.; • ■ } 

Whw he is .j>ui on the Pnoof ^f .thU; fioQ Hyppr 
Gs^ heoftrns tha( 1^ Ms indeed i'no .Pem^nj^r^r 
tioiij bot is ready, tp pJ•Q4^ce vefy ftipng Coojec-j. 
tures* : TMk firing Conjtiiures $^^^ Firft^: that iyo* 
mtrs Works are i^rliU-^A^/^y^^^^i'the Reafon-^^ 
which Name could b^ aochif)g ^jf^, but their cbn« 
(iftisig of a pa|-<3$4 5^ Songs ^ackV FPg^^^er ^ no Per^ 
ibo ever alter ^ giving his Poen^s jhe fame Title* 
SecoQdlys that ive don't know the Coiuitry of Ho^ 
mer; and that therefbre it is pr9babli^, every one 
of thoCe Cities whj<{h laid claim to his Birthi had 
really produced one of thofe petit Poets, who cona* 
posM &)me part of the Works $ . 
• Now, as to the firft of thefe Obj^dipns, what a 
Siirpti^e MonScQr PenwU would be in, . if he 
ihottld betoldi (hat ^ word ^luffjodjf^ i^ nothing 
but a Corruptfoa;/t!oni Rkatdtu^otat leaft bas 
the iSunei i^ficatt^n J: ta^qfi i^^^ the Boughs oJT 
l4Ksrtl whi^ tb«rl^i4)!ick Repitegf pf J^opu/s Ver- 
fes, us'd to carry in their Hands ; but indeed that 
ooe Phrafe of Piudatf Pd^Sy ivri^^^iJ^ii^f ]$ epough 
to GOflnoe this rNo^fin; ^e may venture thi^ 
Safe to grant, tbap the Woni P«4^J^U comes froiii 
f^%i^ ^i'JU to few or tack Verjfes Jtoeeth^n But 
tbcn is it not very natural, that .this mme might 
firiB:>be given to any Pofsm of coi^Oderable length; 
and at laft applied n^re properly to tierjoig 
PDcniSj and by way of Emixience to thofe of Hq^ 

> lit ia ^l%4iQ P«4«/«2fi' IS us'd by the Ancients, af 
well for making Verfes, as for finging tliem in 
Pub&ck: aQd Pa4^«i^ figufies as well the Poets 
f hemftlvcs, as the Recit^a of thdr Works* l»r 

^ Pag. 24« '..'•/■•';•'.' 

i Ptg* »;• t Nitar4. 04. X* ver. ^. . «^ 
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iiffii calls «?jft;i Pi^^WV iind Jb^Aocfo giws h» 
Sfhim the fame 'title, ftt>m he; 'making Vcrfes. 
And fo too, after . the Rhaffodifts were eftabG(h'd 
into a Company o? Men who farig Vcrfes rtt Fefti- 
vals and '<in Pi^Uck ' Occafions, they ' were noe 
cbtifin^cj to Ho^e/s Works (as a .peat Man * i- 
magines) but rehearsM the Compoluions of many 
other famouS'Pofets t. TW indeed,^ bis Writings 
being the moft eftisenlM and admirM, they tvere 
beholdert to hiiti ^or the chief Part of their Im-^ 
pteytpcnt;- and ^1n' gratitude "t«j<sk the Name of 
'Ojjcnei^e}, as Atlknaus $ infomis us. But there 
^bijild have be»-Mttlcoccafiori for tW latter Ti* 
tie,- if their firft of P«H«cra/ impc^rted the (arac 
thing. 

Betides, if Mr.Perrault would deign to look at 
tl^e Beginning of any Book in the Iliad or tht Odjf^ 
fejy he wouki find that particular Book diftinguifii'd 
by the Name of. inch a Raffody ; and therefore 
accorditig^ib His Exph'cation of the Word, he would 
have the fame Reafon to fay that each Book was 

g~ atch'd up of odd Veribs, ais each Poem of odd 
^ looks." ' ■ • ■ • • 

' His fecond Scruple, about our ignorance of 
Homers Country, will weigh no mere tharv the firft. 
For how many other AuSibrs have we, whom we 
acknowledge abdadmire in their Works, tho* we 
are not iiiformM of the Place of their Birth ? Ac 
this rqte, b?caufe we cariiiot yet fettle the Cona'* 
try ofDjm^ Scotm, he muft pTcfently pafs for one 
of his own LogtcvA Chimera's. And we muft lofe our 
own Homer Jeoffrey Chaucer, becaufe he is conten* 
ded for by feveral Counties^ and ad judgM certain* 
Jy to none. . - : • • 

' But Mr. JP^rr^tfft is fo much a Gentleman, as at 
Uft to fuppbfe that jf^mer might indeed ntake the 
Forty eight Books, which we find in the JUad and 

{( Mr^ S$il$0H* t ^^ Aitentm lib. i ]• $ Lib. 14; 

the 



the OdjiJlfi^ ; but then he fays, 'tts almaft beyond 
difpate that he never ionnd chofe entire Poems: 
What in his Judgment puts this Kfotter abmft. be^ 
pmd (Uffmi^ is a Paflage of JEiians yarious Hifto^ 
ry ; which indeed in Perrauk^s Words proves whar 
he defires ; but in JEMans quite contradids and* 
fpoils the whole Bofinefs. He draws the Argu^ 
ment after this Manners * 

' jEUm^ whole Teftimony is by no means con*-^ 
temptible, plainly fieUs us, 'cwas the Judgment o£ 
the Ancient.Criticks, that Z&^i^rnever composed 
^t Biad and the Odjjfey any otherwife than in' 
little Scraps, without any Unity of Defign. And 
that he gave no other Name to thefe particular 
Pieces (which he made without Order or Me-* 
thod, in the Meat of his Imagination) but the 
Title of the Subjefts that they treated of : That 
he cail'd the Song, which afterward made the firft 
Book of the lUad, Th Anger of Achilles i Th^ 
Numhringrfthi Vejfels^ that which was tum'd into, 
the fecond Book ; The Combat of Paris and Afr« 
Hilaus^ that which we have for the third Book, 
and fo of the reft. He adds, that Ljcurgus the . 
Lacedemonian was the firft who carried thefe fe« 
parate Pieces intp Greece ; and that 'twas Pijifira^ 
tus who modellM them, as we are;£aying, and 
who made the Biad and Odvjfey^ m thd Manner- 
we now fee them, confifting of four and twenty! 
Books, in Honopr of the four and twenty Letters 
of the Alphabet/ 
Thus Mr. Perratilt^ after his haughty and dog« 
matical Manner, has made JEUan fpeak in his Ci*? 
ution ; and now 'tis fie JEUan (hould fpeak for , 
himfelf. His Words then in his ijch Book, 
Chap. 14th, as nearly as they can be rendred, ar« 
tothisEflea.* 



♦ Pi^l. 16. 
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* The Ancients os'd to .fing Homeifs V^tfes id 
fepantce Pieces* Such as chey oaai'd,, 72e iFir^te 
near thi Ships ytbe Dolonif ; theVahtfr UfAgatMrn^ 
noA; theCaioiogHe^ the VkfJAi tie Fioroclaii 
the Redemption ofHeBtoT^s BoJj i the ^urts in Honour 
4f Patroclus, and the Viotaikn vf the Qatis. AU 
theie in the Uiad. In the otbet Poem^ 3%rPyIian 
Expedition ; the Vifit to Latedenion ; the Den of 
Calypfo ; the Ship; the Fables of Alcinoas; the Cy- 
elops ; the Dtfcent into IbOrthe Baths of Circe ; 
the Field Adventure^ and the, meeting tf Lftertes. 
Buc the entire Works of ^ni^^ came.kte into 
Greece; b^ifig brought hy: l^fottgns the Lacademo* 
moM^ wheh .he* retarn'd from his AuriM Voytge. 
Afterwards <9/^iif«j, putdag them ail together^ 
firft puUiflifd the Iliad%nd che OdjjtffiyJ 
Now is ttonrc in all this, one Word of Mr. Per'- 
r auk's Sen&^ or «the leaft Refledion on Homer's Ho- 
nour ? Does ^//if If fpeak of the Poet's Way of 
ODfnpo(ing by Scraps ; and not of the Peoples get- 
ting his Vorfts by hean in little Parcels, and giving 
thofe Parcels^ what Names theypleafed? Bat; 
(what «9as the. boldeft Stroke of all) does the Hifto* 
rian fay that. Pififtnuus made the Biad and the 
Oivff^ ? It is true indeed we f!ii4 ^^nf^l^ in the La- 
tin: but bii(ides that we may conftrue that rather 
made up^ than mude^ it is manifefUy a falfe Tranf- 
Uiion. For the Greek Word is ^kwi^nH ; which 
ifnportfr n<$ more than to (how or exhibit to the 
Publick * 

~ This is the Subftance of what the moft Judici- 
ous Boiksu has return^ to Perrault's Cicaoion c£ 
JElian. But there is a farther Difcovery behindj 
which, if it takes any thing from Perrank's Impu- 
idience, lays a great deal more on his Ignorance. 
The truth of the matter then is this. . Our terri- 
ble Qiampion did not venture fo far as the Greek 

f MfjkSkns Sw tea^k, pi 179. . 
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or La^ either, for this Specimen of his Learning ; 
but took the Pa&ge juft as be foand it in Father 
Rapines Cmparifom : where the Story is told exadly 
after the fame unfaithful Manner, and for the 
moft Part in the very fame Words $. 

But, becaufe the moft delicate of the new Gri^ 
ticks J may be willing to ftand to the Judgment of 
fo Gentleman-like a Wit as Horace ; (except Perrauk^ 
who will (ay. He vuit frevaifd w by the Vulfflr 
Error^) there cannot be a better Conclufion, than 
his Charader of our great Poet ; as he gives it his 
Friend, in the eafy way of an Epiftle. 

Lib. I. Epifl. 2.. 
Trojani helli fcriftonm^ maxime Zolli^ 
fDum tu deelamas RcfM^ ^renefte relegi : 
^i quid fit fulchrttm^ quidtttrpCy quid utile ^ quid non^ 
Vknius fi? melius Chryfifpo IS Crantore dicit. 
Cur ita crediderim^ nifi quid te detinet^ atUi. 
Fahula^ qui ^aridis propter narratur amorem, 
Qrdtcia Sjxrharia lento cvHifa duetto^ 
Stultorum regum &fopulorum continet ^(lus. 
jintenor cenpn belli fracidere caufam. 
^id Taris ? ut falvus regnet^ vivatque beatus^ 
Cogi foffe negat. Neftor componere lites 
Inter ^eleiden feftinat & inter Atreiden. 
Uunc amor : ira quidem communiter urit utrumque* 
S^icquid delirant reges^ pleSuntur Jcbivi 5 
Seditione^ dolis^ fcelere^ atque libidine^ & ira^ 
JBiacos intra muros peccatur £? extra, 
Rttrjbs quid virtus^ & quid fapientia poffit^ 
Vtile fropofuit nobis exemplar Ulylfes. 
j^«i domitor Iroja^ multorum providus urbes^ , 
E$ mores bominum injpexit $ latumqueper eqtwr^ 
2)um fibi^ dum fociis reditum par at ^ ajpera mult a 

$ U CMMtf. i* Hemen <^ ieVirgik* p« 1/3. - 
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(PertuUt 5 adverjis rerum immerfabilis UfsdiS. ' 
Sirenum voces^ Qf Cir^f i /oc»/a nSfii : 
^uji cum fociis ftaltus eupidufque hiUjffit ; 

: Suh donuni meretrice fui/Tet tur}is {? excors : 
Vixiffet canii immundus^ vel arnica luto ftis^ 
Nosnumerusfumus^ f$ fruges eonfumere nati 5 
Sponfi Penelopes ^ nebuhnes^ Alcinoique 

^ In cute turandi plus aquo openata juvenms : 
Cuipulcrnm fuit in medics dormire dies^ 55? 
jid ftrepimm cifbardP ceffatum ducerexuram. 

While Rcme^ Lcarn'd Sir, obeys your Powerful 

Tongue, 
Our cooler Shades repeat the Trojan Song* . * 
"Where the Wife Mufe has fix*d fueh lafting Rules, 
. As baffle all our Se6is, and ihame the Schools. 
Where Vice and Vertue ftand, and Wrong and Right, 
All at full Length, all in their trueft Light. 
Before this bold Aflertion raife a Doubt, 
If not engag'd , pray here my Reafoas out^ 

The Tale, where ^aris with his lewd Amour, 
On barbarous Plains conftimes the Grecian Power, 
Difcovers what ra/h Heat what Danger fprings 
In fenfelefi Crouds, when ruFd by fenfelefs Kings. 
^ntenor to the Trojan Chiefs declares 
What only Cure muft flop the defperate Wars 5 
Begs the loofe Dame may be with fpeed reftor'd 5 
Due to the Vengeance of her injur'd Lord. 
No Hopes, no Threats the ftubborn Youth can move 
. To fave his Crown by parting with his Love. 

fl 

Mean while Old Neftor calls up all his Charms, 
To joyn the wrangling Princes, and their Arms. 
The wrangling Princes wilder Thoughts engage 5 
One melts with tender Love : both burn wit<; Rage. 

' Madnefs 



Madnefi is their Prerogatiyc alone ^ 

But on the guiltlefi Herd the common Plagues come 
down. 

While Vice and Sin Hke^T^i/^mmifiand ; 

^eign in the Camp» ^nd-in rfae Town command. 

Ulyffe% will as a. faU fttti 
What Wifdbm V Art, and Virtue's P^i^r can do i 
Who, while froih burning 'Trqy his Trooj^ he led» 
Such Change of Manners law, fuch difiereiit Coi(.Qs 

furvey'd : \ 

In Seas unknown fo many Labours bore, \ 

To land his Crew upon'their Native Shore : \ 
His Breaft flill firm againft the preffing Load \ 
Q( adverfe Fate, and ftill faperior to the Flood, ' 
The Sirens Songs, and Circe\ Magick Draught^ 
Xou can't but know : which had the-Heroe fbugjpt. 
With the fameGuft, as his unthinking Train, / 
He too had felt her Spells, and drag'd her Chain; 
Lofing at once, by Lufi, his Shape and Wir, f 
BarkM by her Side, or wallow'd at her Feet.. 

We too are drawn. We are the Aumerdus Fools 
That croud the Ranks and fwell tho^uder-RoUs. 
Rude Cyphers, of Dame Nature's carelefsblotting. 
And onl'y bom to keep her Fruits,fit)m rotting, 
Venelofe^t Gallants, meer Pimps and Sharks ; 
Courtiers of foft Alcimni 5 thoughtlefi Sparks, 
That in bafe Eafe the lazy Hours employed. 
To fmoothth^ir Thiz; and to diflend their Hide t 
SelieT'd it Heavenly Blifi to fleep till Noon, 
And in the Lute's fweet Voice their ufelefs Fafltons 
drown. : . . { , • 
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TH £ time of Hefiodis generfllly 4»nipiite(l with 
relation to that of Homer; anid therefore can- 
not be expefied to ftand in a much fairer Light* 
Some Aathors, chiefly on account of the gravity 
$ad fimplidty of his Stile, make him the Elder of the 

two 



iParti. TbeHiti^of HisttiSi '^ 

two* i ibtne place ,hm a long tiiqe vioer f .IfiMwr. 
Many iffirqi them to have been Cotemp6«uries, and 
jto have contended for the Prize ofcftwtry inra>£ii- 
moos Trial of Sktil J: • ■; . ^ ' ^ '^ 

~" " *" * " Amnuid«**"< 



^Jihiui ft has obfervM, that there ;is<ohe Aifla^ 
in i^^^s WorkV which, if forae'4d)leAftsono(iKC 
SvbiiMbe at th6 trouhte of the fexperiment,' mig^ 
felrve to ■ dcrtooftttrte the Poet's ^^ witftiia Severn- 
iv' Yeats.' Bccafift h^ t<slhtishii*fwlftha»,whe« he 
liVd tH<^Conflfenati^oniirfitertorofiJ.lrfer«rfcii^ en 
"the'Sth'pf Mofth. ■H©««ades»-'«fi«h<toV'doaJ>^ 
that'pIace-'iB tbfe'EPrAi-'-'' -^ '-' ''■'•' •- ■ ■^-'-' 
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But then, when «icty Winter EhfVfew^isw 
Sinco 5i(w* twft'd Uck Ao eiiiariotfafi«hiB.«ah r 
TheGteat -^/^*if«/leateS'OM^«»'^Fk>dd, 
And. {baring, fpreadt hfe MiaAightOri»ab*oad. 

i:ht Dattilb AKrbnoriiei' iLi)Ji^o#f a^w, has taken 
the Painlto folye this ^Prphlftbiy^d^nvon a 
lofl'e Proof, finds, tKat ITp/fti/ wtote-ittfte Year of 
the^^orl^ 1918, t40. Y^riars aft* the^i^^^t^mr; 
and confequently I co before Bomri « we fix^** in 
the 240 Yeii of «&«' fteliod; BtK •«« f another ne- 
ceflai^ €6nfide«tioii, thfe AfboSohiertaftetwar^s 
fubftraftfr'one half ' Inw that Iiiteml ; , aad . lo, 
bringing there naajir together, MfeM.pWt?y well 
with the ArundelimiAgAAsl wkwl* .*»!»« :Wn> 

Sftap^ L 5. J-Ai/Wr-r. Heroic, m iM.^ ...tt MN"T* ^*- 



.iMweeii : i^ixty tfid forty Jc^xs' diftaot : The 
iNuQieralJLectfx^x^bich (htMiJ^'iho^ the exzh tear 
•beiiig worn ood. / •.. = j, :.. 

Hefiod\z% been more kind ph^O.^omn^, in regard 
ktsigivcxr h% a<i a^ count of his Coui^try, .'and 
^'(bdiitrbut perhkps it.wiis Qot fo much with^.de;- 
itgorto oblige thc5!eft' of thie :Wprld» as^ co abxii^si the 
ftece where be |iv'd by an onpleafant De£cription ; 
€&er^!harasg retetv'd foaaio ooafiderable.AfiEront 
tbeire,; which -i^^iTfr^x^/^^ chinks was thelmpofinoa 
oi a Bne. Wbattirer the Oqpafion waSj in his EFtA 
fpe^king of Tradkig by Sf»fi>-.ti|b addrrlTes his Bro- 
ther Perfes with this Account of their Father's firft 
Seat and his Remove, 

ILiiilw *AioxlJ^A v^ktrtify ir m [Jtikairn* 

, "^A^xfu, Jt^H* ff«*S», *4(« <Jf >.aa4», iJ'mTi^^n. 

;.*Twas thus Our Father, fimple T^erfes^ row'd 

. Half his poor Life away, to earn'his Food^ 

J 'Twa« he came^ hither too ; o'er Waves unl^npwjdi. ' ' 

rlobis bM^k Ship, from Ciima\ ancient Town ! 
■ Ho glutting Wealth i nd Joys too great to bear» 
' . Farced him &r 5rc&ge to a FbF<^gn Air : / 
< But Keed and Cold, and all. the meagre Train . 
r, ISiat ym fends down to punifh finfiil Moo. 
' Near miMi^ he fixM his laft aetrear^ 
^iti pakryy^f#TiitilferableiSfcatr. 
^ With Winter Storms^ and Summer Suns oppreft; 
^Al?d i^vcr fit to'iodgc ian Human Gu6tf- ' * . 

♦ Lib. i.cap^f:, ,^ '' ' 
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By this we find that his Family (as well 0s ffo^ 
mers) was originally of Cuma in M»Ua^ now Fah 
N(wa^ about Thirty Six Miles North of ^ Smyrna. 
Whence his Father removed to Afcray a little pi- 
tiful Village ot Bosotiaj juft by the Mountain Heli^ 
€m.'' The Names of his Father and Mother we 
muft- learn from foipe other Intelligence. And 
^ufJas tells us they were Dius and Pycimene ; and 
that he went wjth^ the^n very Young in their 
Voyage to Ajcrd^ 

His Father fcems to have thriv'd a little better 
in Afcra^ than he did in his o^n Country. Yet poor 
Hefifii could arrive at no higher Errtployracnt, than 
to keep Sheep on thq top of Helicon. In this con- 
dittxnt, the Mufes met with him, and took him 
into theif* Service ; if <fre*ll believe his own relation 

of the Adventure* 

♦ » » • ♦ 

'! MS>a .lx«^Ti«J%rf wg^i A/if aiyiix^ti^ 

11 "J?^/^ •*'iv^tf •o^^^fl* f^tyw irvfiat^triyindr 

KflJ fxi Kt/iov^? !^tjf^ yjuuL^^f y%9@- iih Ui^7«K» . i 

^jey taaght their He/iod firft the Ree^s to tunc,^ 
'^^Jtcdihg his Flock on Heavenly lie/icon. , < 
In Words like thefe the Daughters of high ^ove^ 
O^ni^'% faireft Ouefis dedar'd their Love. 

* BdudrMnd Ctogi, in CitmM. 

* Swains^ 
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* Swains, that aH Night can on a Mountain- dreamy 
*' • And love your Belly, but pegleft your Fanrc. 

.'• • We are the Maids that Sacred Truths rev6al, . 

• Or drer$ fweet Fid^ons,. 'till they pafs as welL 
Thus fpake th* Immortal Sifters^ and hefiow'd, 

" "A Scepter on their Slave, a Laurel Rod, * ' 
'■ Pluck'd from their greencfl: ^ Tree, and in the 

• (aireft Biid. 
'^ Opening, at cue ftnlnge rrbfpedf, to my Mind, 
What Scenes o{ Time had pafs'd; and what prefi^d 

'on behind. 
Gave pie a Voice Divine* and bad me Grace 
^ There Native Heaven 5 ^ and fing th* eternal lUce* 
^ .;Sut mofl themfelvesj adorntng with their Name 

^ . My earlieft Labours, ^nd my ktefi Thcrme. 

• « » 

The main part of this Story has been thought aa 
'Allegory, defigned to immiflte; that jEf^^ifleeping 
one Day, as he defcribes, faappen'd to dream; thac 
Nine young Maids camean^&d him with Laurel 
Berries. Whende, in that fupetftitious Age, it be* 
ing inferr tl that he was particularly chofen by Hea- 
Ten to be an excellent Poet, he left hii Profeflion 
of a Shepherd, and applied himfelf whoHy to Arts 
and Learning ; in order to the improving^ of the 
Divine Cifc, which be had received after fo extra- 
ordinary a manner (. But perhaps it might be no 
more than a Piece of Poetical Vanity ; under which 
Kotion it is fcbuted by Lucidn in a whole Pialoguef. 
And Ovrd feems^to have had much the fame opinion 
of the Bufineis, when in the Entrance on his 4^ 
of Love, declaring the truth andfincerity he inten- 
ded, to. ufe, he fays. 



f « w 



% TxMiSih'^fSaalL tft tfdj3MLi«3. Ed, ihhf. f p«g« ^(. £dit. 



PiTtX. ' ^ be Liii of Uisidiii i^'^ 

Nonegp^Tb(Bhey dafasJtemibi mentiar artes^ 
Nee nos aeri£ wee monemur avis. 

Nee mihi funt vifie Clio^ Cliufque forores^ 4' 
Servanti fecudes vallibus Afcra tutu 

9h(BhuSj I bbafl no Oift by thee conferr'd, 
I hear no Counfels of a Whirling BircL 
I ne'er was courted by the tuneful Maids, 
Driying my Sheep in ^ra's Rural Shades. 

Ovid indeed might have fpar d fo unkind ^ Refjedi- 
on, (ince he himfelf took the fame Courfc in the 
cxafteft of his Works the Fafti : Where fome- 
times his Mufe, fometimes Old Jams, fomecimes 
Mars himfelf, are brought in, talking familiarly 
with the Poet : And yet this Condud is generally 
looked on as a very great Beauty to the Defign, 

Firgil was more favourable in his Judgment of a 
Ferfon to whom he was fo much obliged. And 
therefore, only turning the Rod of Laurel into a 
Set of Paftoral Reeds, he takes bccafion from the 
Story to pafs the higheft Complement in the VVorld 
on Hefiodi at the fame Time paying his refpeds td 
the Name of Old Linus^ and referring the whole 
Defign to the Honour of his Patron Gallus. 

Ut Linus, h^e illi^ dh'mo carmine ^aflor^ 

I^lorihus^ atqiie afio crines (nrnatus amaro^ 

'^ixerit : bos tihidant r alamos^ en accipe^Mufif^ . 

Afcrdso qiios ante feni^ quibus ille folehat 

Cantando rigidas deducere montibus crnos. 

£clc£,6. 

How LinuSi now deputed by tlic.Throng, 
Mafter Divine of Pipes and Rural Song ; 
His Hair with Flowers, and Parfley Chaplers preft'd,- 
Thfir Hero's Welcome, and their Vow« crprefsM. 

S , « Thefo 
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• Thefe Reeds the Mufe* to your Lip« commend j 

• The fame they lent their Old Jfferdiait Friend ) 

• By whom brpir'd, defccnding Trees they led 
« To mix in Choras with the Flocks be fed* 

When the Old Man was dead, HeM divid- 
ed the Stock that was left with his Brother Met. 
But ferfes by cortupting ihc Judges got halt ot 
Hefio£s Share. This Io)aftice was fo &r £pem pro- 
voking the Port to any Refcntmcnt; thatinftead of 
bftwailing his own hard Fortune, he only pitied 
thofe Poor miftaken Mortals, who did not know 
that the Ans of Moderation and Conteatmait 
could baffle the Philofophers Maxim, and inakc 
Half more thai the fPhole. The Story is one of b» 
own teUing in the begining of his epfa addrefed 
to his Brother ; where he advifes bitn to Labonr 
andlnduftry as much a furer Way to cncreafe his 
Fortune, than attending on Courts of Law,« tod 
engaging in unjuft Suits. 

£iief9Jy«, 0' "rMt Hum i^KHgi J'nuuta*, 

Lately we met in Court, refolv'd to fliarc 
Our Father's Stock j and prove our Title clears 
When JTou d)i6 Srihe-devouring Judges greas*d. 
And with rude Hands on half ray Portion fciz'd. 
Unhappy they to 'uobom God ba*ntrevdard, 
Sy a ftrong Light f ivbicb tAufi their Senfe contrcul, 
' rhat half a Great gate's more than the Whole / 
.' Unhappy frd^n 'whom ft ill conceoXd do'% lye 
Of Roots and Herh the wholfime Luxury I 

This 
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"th^re arc fcarcc any other PalTages of his JLife, 
but what we are Strangers to. Only, it^s general- 
ly aereedi be cook up with a folitary Retreat in 
the Country J proifeffing always an eitream Aver- 
iion to pi^blic^ bufinefs, and defirous of noting 
more th^ to live peaceably and comfortably, land 
to enjoy the ufeful favoi^rs of his Mufe. Whence 
f Paterculus calls him Otii quietifque cupidifj^mus^ 
making Eafe and Quietnefs his chief IVilbes and De* 
figns. 

The Story of his Conteft with Horner^ tho'$ P/n- 
iofch reckons it among the "E^Ka.'jr^y^tilA^ Old 
otfoleteftuf; yet occurs too {irequently to be^ quite 
negle&ed. It happened, they fay, at the Publick 
Funeral of Jimphidamus the (Aakidian t when the 
Glory of the two Renown'd Poets ftriking the 
Judges with fuch d Reverence, as made the f rize 
very doubtful ; at laft they came to propofing odd 
Queftions, and HoiMr began with 

Mute tell the Things that ne*re have been before, 
Kor fiiall hereafter be. 

To which Hejhd immediately anfwer'd 

IVhen Rove's Creat Tomb the Rival Courfefs fhook 
With Thuodring Hoofs 3 and kindling Axes broken 

This put the Judges into a Fit of Wonder, and 
made them decree Heji^d the Tri^o/, which waa 
the Reward of the Contention. 

^ See his Difc^ftii mg. 102. ^ llift» Lib 1^ cap. 7. 
( S/mpof* Lib. f. Probl- 1. 

E a Thus 
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Thus Periander gives the Relation in Plutarch $ 
ianquet of the Seven Wife Men, ' Dion the Orator 
brings in Philip of Macedon and Alexander dif- 
courfing the fame Point. The Young Prince pro- 
feffes himfelf to be mightily ravi(h'd with Homer. 
His Father tells him, how finely fbever Homer 
wrote, yet he was conquered in his Art by honeft 
Hefiod^ and aks him if he never heard of thofe two 
Verfes which Hefiod infcrib'd on the Ttripos^ when 
he dedicated it to the Mufes on Mount Helicon ? 

THIS HeJioJ to the Nymphs of Helicon^ 

In ChalciSf by his Song, from Heavenly Homer won. 

Alexander grants the Story, and fays, that tie- 
fiod might well get the Vi&ory, when Kings were 
not Judges of the Prize, but Plowmen and igno- 
rant Rufticks ** 

From this infcrib'd Epigram f Marcus T^arro con- 
cluded Hmier and Hefiod to be Contemporaries. 
And Phihfiratus II n.ade the fame Inference ; who 
adds farther, that Panidas King of Chalets was 
chief Arbiter of the Tryal : Whence we meet 
with sitofiJ^ 'ir'Sp®' § among the Old Proverbs, for 
a foolifli Vote, or Decifion. From the Tradition 
of this Adventure, Lucian, without doubt, took 
the Hint ; when in his True Hifiory, reckoning up 
the feveral Contentions in all Arts, at a famous 
Feftival in the J/le of Heroes^ he fays pleafaritly, 

hfUtiffi <ri . ofjL»i 'HeriocT®- * As for the Poets, to fay 
the Truth, Homer had much the tetter ont ; and 
yet, at the fame time Hefiod tvas the ViElor. 

** Dm Chryrollom. pag. 20. f A. Gill. Lib. 3, cap. 11. 
\\ In Heroic, in Eufhrb. § Zrafm, Adag. pag. 429; 
^ Pag. 399« Edit. Beurdelot. 

He 
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'H^ had the fane Chance, is Hemer, in not 

- being taken Inco' the Favour and .Patronage of 

■ any Prince oi; Great Man *, but on a ditfcrent 
, Account.. For Hamer's rambling hind of Life, 

. may be fuppos'd to have depriv'd Him of [hac 

; Advantage ; whereas, He/iod,. being wholly intent 

cm the Fleafures and the Innocence ot a plain Coun- 

- tjryman's Condition, feems not fo properly to havfe 
. tnifs'd of thofe H<:>Qo»rs, as to have contemned 

them. 

{n the latter Firt of his Life, he remov'd to !<#• 
cris, a "Neighbouring T«wn of the Phoceam^ about 
the ifaoj^'Diftance .from Mount Pamaffusj as his 
jifyia, was from Heiicott. 

jTlje Story of his Peath, is thus told by Sokit in 
'PiutMch'sFts^tfthtStvealViftMen. 
r "r;j Th*-MaQ that Hefiod llv'd with, at Locris, a 

* MiUtian bom, happen 'd to ravifh "a Maid in 
■, * jrtlelAme Ho^^i _ .Ififiod yi&s entirely ignpranc 

■ Vof the matter ;, yet, upon fooje envious Accu- 

■ *L.f*tipP: being clergy as prii^y;:to the Defign, 

* «Ddfio -the Concealment- of iti. thf: Maid's firo- 
' the?s barbaroufly murder'd him, rogeiher with 
*, ft, Conapanipn -ef 4iisi nam'd "trvUus; chrowiag 

* Hheirt, Bodies into theSea* *Xhe Body of Troilus 
*,ft^pid-wiihin a lit^. time M a Rock, which took 

,*^iJ^aflie of 7^/j«A,tfrQm that Accident, and 
; ,*jhijtpsic,ever IinMi,j^Put ifr/c/s Body, as foon 

* a^^.evusr itlightca /yi the.Water, was rccciv'd by 

* a Shoal of IJolphins, and carried, clofe by the 

* ■EkhmwoTji BJb^^ ,to- tjw .Qi.Y Molima. The 
' Locfians were at that time engag'd in holding a 

* folt^b'Feaft .tikar>£iiptt, the Gmie which is. ftiU 
' cclebtdted wicb £9 itioch Pomp and Splei^ior; 

* feeing a floating Carcaif they ran wondring to 
^ tbe.Sboar; and perceiving ic to'^be the Body pf 
.* ^fioii newly llain, they thoaghc themf^lves 

f itu^MM Attic, p. }• ' 

E 2 ' oblig'd 
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* bM%M to find otit tHe Murdcrtrfe df a Pcrr 
i Con whom they fo much honout'd- . Their 
^ Search was verv fuccefsful ; ^nd having laid hol4 
i oh the Wretches who had eommitted the Faft, 
^ they threw them iMs^ into the Sea, and ftftet- 
^ wards dehiolifliM their Houfes: The Remains 

of Hefioi were depoficed in NemeioH^ and his 
\ Tooib is tmkddwn to mod Strangers: Being con- 

* ceal' d u{)oh account of th^ Orch&tnenians^ who,' 

• upon Advice of fome Oracle or other, have Always 

• had a Deljgn to fteal away the Rcli^ues, and to 
? bury tHfehi m their own Gotintry/ 

PaufMas'^icMs tis, that, when the OkhniieMMu 
ver/5 thus, commanded by the Oi^ade,^ ta bring 
itffiois Bdh^into their Country^ as the only 
means to remove a Peftilence that raged ahiong 
them : they did find them, and afltikaUy biding them 
fiome. . 
^^T\i A fcbmmon Obfervation and Gdmf>l4intof 

^Itarhed Meh, that #e h^vie nb Reliques of the 
ihuine Simf^licitv and Parity^ IkFliicn made the 
►Jd Gricidns fo £{idious, except what We feeet 

'"it^Iih in thi ^Works of Bmer nnd IRfigd: And 
that the Excellency of jhis latter Pieces is iflore 

' owing to the Liiftre of artificial Ornamen|$| than 
to the GRanns of Native Beauty. On this ac- 

^cdunt, the iArtfiM^Viiahf^ fix'd thtelitneS of 
IShl^. ahd thbfe immediately fofloi^iri^; as the 
^^Qiden aiid tb6 Siher Agei of Poely JQ Gme. • 



i \ 
f * 
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Happy, wbont tfcat Aufpufflcma Age hiT^it^dl ; : ' 
Happy tKe nekt ; apd to be lie^rt admit'd t- 

• * • 

fiydeed Omir^s Defign wis fo fery capable bf 

« fat^m, Boeo'tk. p. 60*. 

- ■ m 
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this Simplicicv, except In a few Places : And 
cheref or^rjie feems co have left that Palmt almoft 
ontoQch^t to Hefiiid^ whofe Subjeds as well as 
his Genius led him to Plaian^efs and Gravity, 

We meet with the Titles <rf a great Number of 
Pieces afcrib'd to Hefiod^ yp and down in Paujani-' 
as, Euuapius, Lucian, &c. all which are put tb- 
gether in a Catal(^ae by liHus GiraUus^ in |>is 
Dialogues about the Poets. What we have ac 
prefeniy arc, the fflfrh and Days, Hercules' s Shield, 
and the Thogonj, or Hiftory of the Race and 
Birth of the Gods. The two laft of which Poems^ 
are hardly admitted for Genuine. Panicularly 
the T^fCj^oigp is as good as mark'd for Spurious by 
Paufanias himfelf f. Tho^ that Hiftoriah.as Hein-^ 
fim obferves, feems in fome meafure to have be- 
trayM his Caufe, when he blames the Bes^tians f$r 
making am inage i»f Hefiod mtb a Harp, tokereas He 
fang hii m$fes to a Rod $f Laurel § ; when, all the 
while, the Story o£ the Rod cj Laurel, is in the 
prefent Tiieogm^: and at the £ame time f Plutarcb 
aiTures us thst Hefiod^s iU?rA us'd to be fung to the 
Harp. 

MiuiiUm, m the Begii^mpg of his fccond Sookj 
has beftow'd thefi?* h^ii l,iMS on Hefiodwd t^ 
WoxJK. ' 

I" < . Sedfrtuxinmsilli 

MeJiaduiS.mmona Sivos^ ' HHvnm^ue par^mef^ 
£f Ckaes aaixmn terras ^ prhemqe^e fub ilh 
ifyfamtem^ S$ frivminMutaeefia/ulera Corfm^ 
^tanaf^tse fines^ fovis:^ punahula magai t 
' St fuhfratre Viri nenten, fine firatre farevfis ^ 
Jitqne itemmfatrhnafientem cor fore SaoHmm^ 
XXmniaquei mmenjb voliianria numina munda. 

E 4 ^unetiam 
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^inethm ruris eultns^ kgefquerogavip,^ 
Militiamque foil : quodeolles Saecbus inmAfff^ 
^odfacunda Ceres eamfos^quod SncchusiHrumqi 
Atqne arhtifta vagis effent ^uod adulter a fomis : 
Silvarumque 7)eos^ facrataque Nnmind Nymfhas^ 
Tacts opus^ magnos nature condit in fifits, 

Next Hefiod finss the Gods Immortal Race, 
He iingshow Chaos bore thp Earthly Mais: 
' Hpw' I^ight from Darknefs ftruck, did Beams difplay, 
And Infant Stars firft ftagger'd in their waj. *' 
How N^me of Brother veil'd an Husband's Love, 
And yuno bore unajded by \itx Jove 5. 
}{ow twice born Bacchus burft the ThundVqr's 

. "Thighj 
And aU the Gods that wander thro', the Sky, 
Hence i^i^lK) Fields defcends, manures the Soil, 
Ihftru3stb« Plowman, a &d .rewards his '^(^< . ^ • 
He fings how Corn in FJains, bow F'iffes i^ Hiiis^ 
Delight^ how both with yaft EncreaCb AeQBpe fills : 
How Foreign GrafiTs ch* Adulterotis fiDick r^peives^ 
Bears Stranger Fruit, and wonders at her Leaves. , : 
An ufeful Work, wheti Peace and Plerify reign, ■■ •■ 

And Art joins Nature to improve the Pl4in; ^ 

Crbegiz*^ 

This Account, the* it feems to incfnde no other 
Labours biit the EPFA alKl<the T^EOGONT^ yet 
agrees with neither of the r Pieces which we noW 
have, under thofe Names. For thofe fipe things 
which the Latin Poet recounts about tho Birth of 
the Gods^sand the making of the WorW, ; axe not 
fo pearly. aDy'd to -Wy Palfages in : the, pijcfent 
THEOGOtfr AS to juftifie the Allufion. And 
therefore 'till the late moft Learned and Ingeni- 
ous Xranflator of Manilius Ihall ot^ligi as-with his. 

Correft^ 
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Corre^ions of this Place in a Latin Editidn, it 
muft be conduded ; that either the Aftronpmers 
Fanpy has carried him beyond his Aim ; or elfe, 
that Hefiod compos'd fome other Poem of the Genea^ 
Jo^ of the Gods^ which might be extant iii thofe 

Times. 

And then the other Part of the Relation, which 
is taken \xp with the defcribing the Arts of Plant- 
ing, cannot, on any account, be referred to the 
EPFA, where that Part of Husbandrjr is entirely 
wanting; or at leaft but (lightly touched. If, after 
this we confider that Vtrgil proposed Hefiod * for 
his Pattern in the fecond of his Georgics^ which 
contains the Care of Trees ^ we may imagine that 
Hefiod wrote fome other Pieces of Ruftical Affairs, 
which f7y^i7 might rather imitate; and that the 
EPFA and HMEPAl are not fo properly a Treatife 
of Agriculture, as a Body of ©economics : a Point, 
which Daniel Heinfius has written a long Difcourfe 

to prove, 

Thefe EPrA and HMEPAl being the only unquefti- 
on'd Work of Hefiod^ as has been obferv'd, muft, 
ta us,* be- f he m fti n jgouodatioa. ofJiis.Charaftet 
and' Efteem. It is true indeed, that Quintilian 
gives him the Palm only in medio genere dicendi^ in 
the Middle Stile ; yet it muft be confider'd that his 
Subjefts oblig'd him to rife no higher. And that 
too gave occafion to the Remark of Cleomenes the 
Spartan^ that Homer was the Poet of the Lacedamo^ 
niansj and Hefiod of the Ilotes^ or the Slaves : be- 
cause the firft taught the Art of War, and the 
other the Art of Husbandry. A faying much like 
that of Alexander the Great, that Homer was fjt 
for Kings, and Hefiod only for Shepherds, Carpen- 
ters, and Ploughmen. 

* jtfermnmte time fmrnm fr efftda Mrmnt. 

^ Yet 



fZ jTifeLiFSijf Hesioi>* Parti 

Yet his Reputation need not be built on a.bet- 
ter Bottom, than the faccefs of thofe Pieces i 
where the fweet and eafie plainnefs of Stile ; that 
Air of the Qraveft Virtue ; thofe Fables pieafant^ 
ly told and ufefully applied; together with that 
inefiimable Treafure of unafFe&ed Moral Precepts, 
will always juftifie and fecure that Elogy which Pa- 
tetadm and Pkttarcff fo long jince gave him^ of beinj 
the next Poet to Hmer, tts well in the Value oj 
)|iis yf^\s as In the Period of his Age. 
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fml yj/LtFEifANACllIOS, ^ 

' ■ ANACREON- 




Naertm was born at 7mj * m Imla ; v/\i,\dti vrai 
_ Ji the reafon of his Hling^ chat DiaUli in his 
Vorfn. He is commoQly placM about the iSid Or 
^mpiad^ nnder Polycrafet^ the Prince or (is they 
oil'd U th^) the T^fram of Samu, with whom be 



i^ T^tf LtBE ^/Anacreok. Parti. 

IS laid to have been highly in Favour, We can*c 
expeft many Particulars jdF his Life, becaufe he 
fcems to have been a profeCs'd Defpifer of all 
Bufinefs and Coriccriis of the Worlds And fincc 
he defign'd his wholp. Age mcerly for ;one Merry 
Fit, it were rather a Piece of Civility than of In- 
juftice in the World, to let it be entirely forgot- 
ten. , \ 

Thus far we may be certain, that ff^ne and 

Love, had the Difpofal of all his Hours. And if, 
to divert himfelf, he engaged; iji fo delightful a 
Study as Poetry ; perhaps bis Intention was, rather 
to pky his Refpeds to fome other Deities^ thani to 
complement the Mufes. Ovid himfclf, tho* one^ bi 
the freeft Livers upon Record, '^yet could cenfure 
Anacreons Verfes, as of a loofer JJupfiour than his 

^\ '^v ■ ■ \ ■ ■'/ 

' ^.^4* ^ificummultoVenerem cgnfunder^iAnd^ 
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Venus with Sacchus macjiy tp cfej^FQiinfl ^ / 

Was all the Wife Advicci thfe; Tl^M;Zjifec(^\d foupd- 

His Tippling was as farnbui in'^the World as 
his Poetry: And, when we find his Statue in 
Paufanias* habited like a Lyric Profeffor ; we hear 
at the fame time, that it was better diftingui(h*d 
by the Pofturfi^of a j^uttkaad. -r -- ^ 

As to-t4e•o^tfe1^rt obA^oUiH&j^ove : He 
appears to have been equally enamour d of both 
Sexes 9 and to have (howji as great a Veneration for 





^■(SeneHl Cryruns fo loud againft* ^ffife'^Poe^ lA'^ffii 
iiit; thdt tfieri's'tio need of hrs b\TO^'«u7 ifu^(kt¥ 
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" fihi'Trtiff to prove that he lovM his Minions on ho bet- 
' ter Account than he did h\s Miftrejfes. 

Hermefianax ^ as he js cited in * Atheriaus^ gives an 
account o{ Anacreons AmoxxTS^mxhSafpho. But 
^fAe'w^wihimfelf refutes the Story, by obfervingthac 
Sappho and jinacreon could not poffibly be Cotem- 
poraries ; the Lady living under Alyattes Father to 
CrosfuSj and the Gentleman under Cyrus and^olycrates. 
But *tis grown a common Wifli, that they had 
flourifliM in the fame Age and Country ; and had by 
fome nearer Relation, improved the happy Agree- 
ment of their Temper and of their Wit. 

Anacreon was famous for one Quality, not very or- 
dinary with Poets, that of defpifing Money, when 
he could get it. For they tell a memorable Story, 
that when Polycrates had madebim a Prefent of five 
Talents, he could not get a Minute's Sleep in two 
Nights after; fo that, not being willing to lofe his 
Reft in fo bad a Caufe, he fairly carried back the 
Treafure j and tcld his Patron, that however con- 
fiderable the Sum might be. It was not an equal 
Price for the Trouble of keeping it. 

We don't hear that he was much given to ramb- 
ling : Only Plato \ informs us that when Hipparckus 
Son to the Tyrant Pijiflratus^ invited him to Athens^ 
and fent a Veffei on purpofe to convey him ; he ac- 
cepted the Honour and .made a Voyage to that 
Court. 

The fame Philofopher who gives this Relation, in 
another Place § does Anacreon the Honour to ftile 
him <rop^f *AyctK^i»v, The Wife Anacreon. Which is the 
Foundation of Monfieur FvntaneUe*%\x\gtmo\x% Dia- 
logue, where he brings in Anacreon and Arifiotle dif- 
puting the Prize of Wifdom ; and gives the Advan-^ 
tage to the Poet. 

What became of him after the Athenian Voyage, 
or where he pafs'd his laft Minutes, is not on record. 

♦ Lib. 13. p. 5*98. t ^'fP^rth. $ Hddr. 

But, 
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Butj as his own Verfes confefs his Great Age, (tha* 
not the Efifefis of it) fo Lufi^ reckons him amoa^ 
the Long**livers^ allowing him Fouricore- and fiv^ 
Tears. 

The Manner of his Death Was very extraordina^ 
ry. For they cell us, he was choak d with an un- 
lucky Grape*ftonej which flip'd down^ as he was 
regaling on £bme new Wine *. This remark^ible 
End, altogether as odd as his Way of Life, has 
given aa excellent Subjeft to his Succefifors in Foe<^ 
try : Anoong the reft our Incomparable Mr. Gra- 
lej, who has fo h^>pily imitated the Style and 
Manner of Anaereon^ has farther repaid his Obliga- 
tions by honouring him with an Elegy in his own 
Strain. The Conclufion is very grave andferious^ 
and the nioft fortunate in the World for the 0$<* 
cafion. 

It grieved nie, when I fee what Fate 

Do's on the Beft of Mankind wait^ 

^oets or Zovers let them be ^ 

*Tis neither £,ovs nor ^oefy^ 

Can arm againft DeatV% fmaUefi 2)ari 

The poet's Head or Lover's Heart. 

But when their Zife in it*^ Decline 

Touches th* inevitable Zine, 

All the World's Mortal to them tben^ 

And Ifine is Aconite to Men. 

Kay in tDeatFs Hand the Qrape-Jlone protes 

As ftrong as Thunder is in Jove'^i 

If it be tbought an Advantage to Anacreon that 
he (hould flill enjoy hiis beloved Eafe in fpice of the 
Hiftorians, who have been able only to tranfmit 
fuch (hort Memorials of his Adions ; it cannot be 
efteemM a meaner Happinefs that he has efcap'd 
the more dangerous Difturbance of the Cricicks* 

♦ Plm. Nat, Hift. 1. 7. 7. Vsl. M4x. 1. 8* c. u. 

Indeed 
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Indeed both the Bleffings^ are in a great meafure 
owing to himkli; one to the Condition of his Life^ 
the other to that of his Writings. For, as the 
carelefs and unconcern d Freedom of his Manners 
hindred him from being drawn into the Bufinefs o£ 
the World, fo the beautiful Negligence, and the 
fweet Gaiety of bis Odes, have kept them from 
ever forming an ungrateful Field for Learned 
Quarrels and Encounters. 

The Mafters of Controverfial Philology are ut« 
terly difappointed when Anacreon falls under their, 
Canvafs. He deprives them of all their Common 
Places of Talk. They can produce no tedious 
Labours, on the Occafions of his Poems ; becaufe 
they were all perfed Humours. They can neither 
difpute what Examples he followed, nor who havef 
follow^ his Example : . becaufe the Natural Delica- 
cy of his Pieces difdains a Copier, as much as ic 
did a Pattern. Would they contend about his 
Numbers, or his Stile ; they are both too equal to 
found a Difference. Or would they, as their laft 
Refuge, oppofe one Excellency againft another i the 
Virtues of his Poefy, are more clofely united than 
thofe of the Moralifts ; and his Graces being all 
born together,, it were unnatural to divide them^ 
The nice Judges may fafely pleafe themfelves, with 
admiring each a particular Beauty. One may ce- 
lebrate the happy Novelty of his Thoughts; another 
the agreeable Finenefs of his Turns ; a third the 
moving Softnefs of his Expreflions ; and many more 
declare in Favour, either of his Sublimity, or of 
his Juftnefs, or of his Simplicity, or of his Mufical 
Cadences.; or of whatever they think touches themi. 
with moft advantage. But were they all obliged to 
defcribe the Powers that had charmM them ; they 
might very probably appear better Friends than 
they delir d« 

for 
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For a General Chara&er of Anacreotiy Cupid, wh6 
was the chief Heroe of his Verfes, has given the bcft 
Account of their Worth, as Mr, Cowley has taught 
him to fpeak ; 

AH thy Verle is (oftcr far, 
Than the downy Feathers arc 
Of my Wings, or of my j^rows^ 
Of my. Mothers DoveTf or Sparnyws* 
Graceful, cleanly, fmooth and round s 
All with Venmh Girdle bound. 
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P I N D J R. 

WHatever attempts have been made for fuiog 
the exsft Time of Pindar's Birth, are all de- 
monftrated to be uncert&in by the Great $ Scaliger ; 
oalythus mucb is clear, that it happen'dfDinewhat 
above Forty Years before the Expedition of Xerxti 

i Anioudnif. «) Zuftk. Mamb. MDXXXf . 

F ^gainfli 
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flgainft Greece, Atid fomewhat more than Five Hun- 
dred before our Saviotir. 

The Place of his Birth, which ought rather to 
have been forgot, ftands firm enough on Record, 
and appears to have been Thebes the Capital Qty of 
BtBotia, A Country of fo grofs and heavy an Air, 
as to furnifti Common Talk with a Proverb for ex- 
tream Stupidity. We find the Poet confeffing this 
Difadvantage' of his Climate, but at the fame time 
refolving to procure himfelf an Exeniption from the 
General Cenfure. For in the fixth Olympique he 
thus exhorts Mneasy the Matter of the Chorus thac 
nfed to Sing his Verfes.; 



^Kivktt^ *jT^ov (jlIv H- 
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And You, JEneaSy drive Your ready Choir j 
Let their firft March be into Juno\ Praifc. 

And Show theWondring World, if e*er my Lays 
Betray my Country's weaker Fire : 
If not with Jufiicel decline 
The Vulgar rude Reproach,, a dull Scsotian Smne* 

Many will have him the Son of cme Scopelimus a 
piper, tho' the moft credible Authorities name his 
Father Diaphantm * On the Women's fide one 
Myrtis or MyrtOy feems to have born the neareft 
relation to him, either as his Mother, or his To- 
torefs, or, perfiaps, as both. Hts Nativity fell 
out juft in the Solemnity of the PjtUan Games t ; 
%n Omen of. the HoiwMirs they wene afterwQir4< ^® 
ircceive from liis Verfes. Phihftratns mak^ the 

"» Vtd. Sml f PhfMnh Syfiipet Lib. 8. Q. i. 
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Nymphs to have 4anced at his Birth^ and Pan him- 
felf to have leap'd awkwardly about for Joy : who 
Of wc believe the fame Story) when the Poet was 
grown up, and fet to Writing, left off his Antick 
Sports^ and employed himfelf in finging the new 
Comi>ofition$ * . 

jfulius Firmicus the Aftronomer, has taken the 
pains to erc&Pinda/s Horofcope^; and demonftrates 
from the Stars that he was defign'd by Heaven 
for a Kvine Matter in the Lyric Strain. But be- 
caufe the happy Site of his Planets was not likely 
CO be fo well underftood; they tell us, he was 
honoured with a clearer Token of his deftin'd Great- 
nefs. For fleeping one Day in the Fields, while a 
little Boy, the Bees came and fed him with their 
Honey t: which paffes for theOccafion of his firft 
applying himfelf to Poetry. 

It feems probable that the Gircamftances of hJS 
Birth and Fortune, could not atford him any ex- 
traordinary Advantages of Education : . And therq- 
fore 'tis his prodigious Natural Genius which al- 
ways holds the firft place in bis Charader. He 
himfelf was very fenfible of the Kindnefs of He^* 
ven in thus providing; for him, and knew thoTQ 
was as much difference between him&lf and his^ 
drudging Rivals, as between the Eaftncfs of N^-^ 
ture and the Pains of Art. Hence he brav^y^ 
compares them to tfare bafe Crows, and Himfiiff k0. 
the Generous Eagle in the fccond Olympick. . 



**• 
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♦ HiUfirM. in Icon. p. 7p8. f ^^<^. in Bororfc. p. S7f* 

Fa ^i 
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j^rt Vires on Nature's Alms 5 is weak and poor; 
Nature hcrfclf hasincxhaufted (lore, 
Wallows in Wealthy and runs a turning Maze^ 

That no VulgMr Eye can trace. 

^r/, inftead of mounting high, 
Aboat her Humbh Food do*s hovering fly, 
Like the ignoble Crov)^ rapine and noife do's love, 
Whilft Nature like the Sacred Sird ofjovcy 
Now bears \o\xA*Thunderi and anon rvitli/zlent joy 

The beauteous Phrygian Soy. 

Defeats thcjlrofjgy o'retakes the flying Prey 5 
Andfometimes bask's in th* o^tn Flames of "Day ^ 

And fbmetimes too he flirowds 

His foaring Wings among the Clouds* Cowlev. 

We have little Accounc of his way of Life, only 
we are informed in general, chat he was highly 
courted and refpeded by the greaceft Pare of the 
Princes and* the Stares. of Greece, One would 
think they really believ'd him fomething more than 
^ Mortal, when we find them allowing him a Share 
with the Gods in tlieir Gifts and Offerings. But 
'tis a much nobler Praife, that this was done by 
Command of the Oracle itfelf For, it feem$, the 
Officiating Prophecefs at Delphi, flridly ordered 
the People, to ^ve a Part of their Firft-fruits 
(which they brought thither,) as a Prefent to 
Pindar % He had an Iron Stool fet on purpofe for 
him in. that Temple, which remained a long time 
after ; upon which he us'd to fit^ and fing his 
Verfes in honour of Apollo f. 

His Countrymen the Thebans had an unlucky 
Grudge againfthim, upon account of his commen- 
ding their Mortal Enemies the Men of Athens: 
which not only rehdred them unequal Favourers of 
his Glory 5 but provoked them to fine him, for 

*.PMtfffm. in Boeotic. p. sjf. f. Pan/Mn, in.Phocic. p. 6f6. 

his 
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^is Publicfc Affront to the State. But the Gene- 
rous Athenians at the fame time 'made him a Pre- 
fent, double in value to what he had been amer- 
ced,* and honoured him jivith a noble Statue, when 
his own City refused him that Piece of. Re- 
fped * 

Perhaps this Ill-wiU of the Maglflracy under 
ivhom he liv'd, might be the cheif Reafon of his 
poor Succefs at a Contention in Verfe at "Thebes^ 
where he loft the Prize to a Woman, the ingeni- 
ous Corinna. Paufanias fays, the Judges declared in 
her fsivour, becaufe (he addrel's'd them in their 
own Dialed ; whereas they were not fo well ac- 
quainted with the Dorick Stile of Pindar f. 
Without doubt, befides all this, her Beauty had 
fome Influence in the Caufe ; fince we are aflbr'd 
(he carried away that Prize too, from, all the 
Ladies of her Time ^. 

His Nobleft Patron was the Famous King Hiero 
of Syracufe, whom he has confecrated in fo many 
Pieces : And he (hould feem to have left Thebes 
to attend on the Coitrt of that Prince. For compo- 
fing the Second Pythique in his Honour, and ad- 
dreijSng himfelf to the Syracufians^ he fays, 

■ 

To you from fertile T'hehes I come, 
Laden with. Verfe. 

But perhaps this Might be fpoken only in the Per- 
fon of thofe who went to Syracufe to fing his Hymn, 
at the Fcaft held there aft^r Hiero*s Vidory. For 
when he wrote the third Pythique^ he wa$ fiill in 
his own Country ; in regard that he tells HierOf 
who was then Sick of the Stohe, that, could he 

* J^cbtms* Epift. 4.. f. Pati/kn, in Boeotic. p. 674. § Ibid. 

F 3 raifc 
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raife Hp old Chircn from the Dead by his Vcrfes, 
he would come, and bring him along with him, 
thro' the Ionian Sea into Sicily, 

Its likely he pafs'd his whole Age in the Eafe 
commonly allowM to Men of his Profeffion ; not af- 
piring to give his Country any other Service than 
that of his Mufe. We find him defending bis 
Way of Life in the Seventh Iftbmiquey and declaring 
why he rather followed this G>urfe, than applied 
hlmfelf to Arms or ferious Bufinefs. 



i«tai 
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Kor You, Ye Blels'd Immortals, with DiOaio 
Look en an Idle Poet, that can raife 
Bqual to You his Warrior's Praife^ 
Yet kindly with himfelf difpence, 
Sc<M:ning to owe his Wit to groCfer Senfe : 
Untaught by Sights can Paint the Bloody Scene, 
And, without Fepling^ Confecraie the Pain. 
That he his filent Track of Life purfue't, 
Averfe to Glorious Noife^ and Martial Rago ^ , 
And begs the daily Favours of his Mufe, 
And Courts the eafy Steps of gayfome Age 5 
He owe's to You, and Your eternal Book i 

From Your fure Hands the Bent he took# 
For not alone the lafl fad Minutes of our Date 
Attend Your Nod, to turn them into Fate $ 
But the fame Nod, but the fame facred Power^ 
Points out the difierent Paths in which we mo?e ; 
Show's what we ought to Hate, and what to Love^ 
And to its proper Uie chains up each flying Hour. 

His 
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His Death v^as the Etfed of his OTfn Wi(hes. 
For having pray'd the Gods to fend him thegreateft 
Happinefs a Mortal was capable of ; he is fakl 
iiomediately after, to have expir'd fuddenly in th^ 
Theatre, leaning on the Knees of ayoung Boy that 
headmirM: According to ^y^iJLij^ being then fifty- 
five Years old. Tho' the exact Time m his Deatb 
is as uncertain as that of bis Birth. 

. They t«ll us that he made Veries even after he 
wtf5 Dead. For, as Paufaniss gives the Relation \ 
£uicying one Night in his; latter Time that he faw 
PrrferpiM coming to hire, complaining that (he waa 
the only Deity he had left uncelebrated ; Deceafing 
about ten days after, he appeared to an Old Gen-^ 
tiewoman that was related to him, and fang her 
an Hymn in honour of Proferpim ; which the good 
Woman prefcrvM in Writing. 

It is a Story generally known, that of Alexander 
the Great's (aving Pinda/s Houfe (as the Laceda* 
mmims had done before) when he took 7%etes^ md 
intirely raz'd the reft af the City. But the Realba 
of this honourable Ad is not fo weU underftood. 
Alexander indeed profefsM a high Refped for /V17- 
dar's Writings in general ; and made it one of his 
chiefeft Pleafures to read them. But this Piece of 
Generofity appears to have had a Foundation nearer 
home. F<^r itfeems, Pimlar had celebrated one of 
Alexander's Family and Name ; and had the Hap- 
pinefs to put a Complement on the very Name ^ 
by accofting the Gentleman with 

Tlbou Namefake to the Happy Greeks* 

The RuiftS of Pindar's Houfe were to be feen at 
'thehes^ in Paufanias's Timet* wholiv'd under 
Antoninus the Philojofher. 

* In BcBOtic. p. f^f. f Dion Chyfijhm. Orat#i.p. 25. 

F4 Of 



of all the numerous Works which he is faid to 
have composed, we have only his four Books of 
Hymns of Triumph, on the Conquerors at the four 
renowr/d Games of Greece ; the Olympian^ the Pjf- 
thian^ the Nemeaan and the Ifthmian. It feems 'twas 
a common thing to hire Pindar for this Service, and 
no Viftory was thought compleat, *till it had the 
Approbation of his Mufe. To which Purpofe 
there is one particular f Story on Record : That 
vihtvi Pytheas had gain'd the Prize in the ' ZVl?-' 
meaan Games, at Wreftling, and at the Caftus^ his 
Friends prefently made their Application to Pindar^ 
to procure an Ode in his Honour. But the Poet 
demafiding fo large a Reward as Three (or rather 
Three Thoufand) Drachms, they went away in a 
Huff, telling him that for that Price, they could 
purchafe their Friend's Statue in Copper. However, 
upon better confideratton they attended Pindar 
again, renewing their Suit, and offering to gra- 
tifie him as he defir'd. Upon which Occafion he 
began the Ode (which is the fifth Nemeaan) after 
this manner"^. 

OvK duJ^eidufjoroiU «^ 

•— f-Axflfc^®-, cf t" 0iKirm ykVKei ioSiti 

<€/%% &C. 

Not the Dull Statuary's Are, 
To form dead Figures, and to place 
On movelefs Pedeftals the lumpifh Mais, 

Can boaft to have engag'd my Heart. 
But the Blefs'd Mufe, that, with a Nobler Power, 
lafolijh'd Verfe can Carve a Gonquerour, 

+ BooUc. p. 578. • Cnec. SchoL 

Her 
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Her Labours to no Bafts Aand coniin'd. 
Tamely expefting Ffme: 

But fly thro' every Coaft on ev-ry Wind ; 

And tofure Glory bear the Heroe's Name, 
* 

His Poems are of fo difficult a CharaSer, that 
the Greateft Judges are commonly fatisfied with 
confirming his General Title of Prince and Father 
of Lyriques, without engaging in the Search of 
his particular Excellencies. For, that prodigious 
Elevation of Spirit, that amazing Beauty of Sen- 
tences, that boundlefs Scope of Thought, and that 
daring Liberty of Figures and of Meafures, are as 
likely to deter a Cricick as an Imitator. His Ptf^«- 
fus , as Mr. Cowley ftys, Ftings IVriter and Reader 
too that fits not fure. > 

Horace^ tho' he appeared his moft dangerous 
Rival, yet had G^nerofity enough to give him his 
juft Commendations, as he had Judgment enough 
to fix them on a due bottom. From Horace there-^ 
fore, efpecially fince he has been improved by Mr 
Cowley^ we are to take our true Notions of the 
Genius and the Stile of Pindar. 

Hot. Od. 2. Lib. 4. 

'Pindartvm quifquh fludet amulariy J— 
'-'-ule ceratis ope ^adalca 
Nititur fennis^ vitreo daturus 

'Nomina ponto. 
Monte decurrens velut amnis, imhres 
^lemfuper not as aluereripas 
Fervety immenfitfque ruit prof undo 

Vindarus ore. 
LaureA donandus Apollinari 
Sen per audaces nova dithyrambos 
Verba devolvit^ nnmerifqne fertnr 
* Lege folutisi 

Sen 
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Sen deos regefque canity deorum 
Sanguinem, fer quos cecidere jufii 
Morte Centauri^ eeciiit trevnend^ 

Flamma CbifMr^p 
Sive quos Elea domum reducit 
^altna calefies ; pugilemve equmve 
fDicit^ 55? centum potiore fignis 

Munere donau 
Behili Jponfie juvenemve rapum 
^Icrat : Bf vires animumque mores-^ . 
^»-^ue aureos cducit in afir^ ntgrih^ 

-'-•que in videt Oreo. 
Multa fDircdfium levat aura Cygnum. 
^endit^ Jntoni^ quoties in altos 
JJuhium traSus. — -w— 
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<P IND AR\^ imitablc by none 5 
The Thosnix Pindar is a vaft Specie* alone. 
Who e'er but 2)dedalus with waxen Wings could Bjp 
And neither yF/2% too low, nor foar too high ? 

What could he who foUow'd claim, 
But of vain Boldnefsthe unhappy Fame 9 
And by his Fall a 4$*^!! to name ? 
Pindar* s unnavigable Song 
Like a fwoln Flood from ibme fteep Mountain 
pours along.: 
The Ocean meets with fuch a Voice 

Frpm his enlarged Mouthy as drown's the Ocean^s 
Noife. 

11. 

So Tindar doe^s new Words and Figures roul 
Down his impetuous Ditbyramkique 7/^^» 
Which in no Channel defign's t* abide. 
Which neither Banks nor 2)ikes contcoul^ 

Whether 
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Whether th' ImmorPal Gods he fing'e, 

in a oo lefs Immortal Strain^ 
Or the great A6ls of God-defcended Kings^ 
Who in his Numbers >ftill furvive and reign. 

Each rich embroider *d Line 
Which their triumphant Brows around 

By his Sacred Hand is bound, 
Do*s all their Starry diadems out-fhine. 

HI. 

Whether at ?P//a*8 Race he pleafe 
To Carve in polifh'd Verfe the Conqtfrors Images : . 
Whether the Swift^ the Skilful or the Strongs 
Be crowned in his Nimhle^ A^tfi*h Vigorous Song s 
Whether fome brave Young Man's untimely Fate» 
In Words worth 2)yingfor he celebrate; 

Such Mournful and fuch Q^leafing Words^ 

A$yoy to* hi$Motber\ and hisMiftrefs Grief ^SExdit 

He bids him Live and Grow in Fame^ 

Among the Stars^ heAicks his Name: 

The Grave can bat the fDrqfs of him deyour, 

SoJinaU \b iDeatb\ ib great the (Poor's power. 

IV, 

liOy how th' obfequioiia ffsnd^ and fwelling j^r 

The TTsehan Swan do'a upwards bear 
Into the Walks cf Clouds^ wher^ he da'a play. 
And with extended ffTngs opens his liquid way ! 

Cowley. 

MonHeur Perrault in his late Parallel, as he h^s 
imanaged the Charge againft all the Celebrated Au- 
thors of Antiquity, fo he has been particularly 
fevere upon Pindar ; and gi^ren him lefs Quarter 
than the reft. He cenHires him as a Speaker of 
impenetrable GaUmathies (or extravagant flights} 
fucb as m Man amid ever mderftmd^ and fuch as 

Horace 
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Horace (lily fcouted when he calfd him inimitable. . 
In (hort, ro keep on his Cuftom of beginning with 
bold ftrokes, he declares the firft Verfes in the ' 
firft Ode to be unaccountable Nonfence ; and from 
that Specimen would have us frame our Notions of 
all the reft. 

The moft admirable Boileau^ who, in his Re^ 
flexions on LonjinuSj has done P^rrauh the hqnour 
of a Confutation; is pleas'd to fet this PafTage in 
its true light, and to make it fo clear, as even his 
Aiverfarj might underftand it. He tells us, we 
muft reoiembcr that Pindar liv'd in t|ie nejct times 
to 7%alesy Pythagoras^ and Anaxagoras^ the famous 
Natural Philofophers ; who had taught with fo 
great fuccefs. The Opinion of Thaksy who made 
ff^atir the firft Principle of Things was in particular 
Efteem. Now Empedocles thje Sicilian, Sc^' * to 
Anaxagoras, and contemporary with Pthliy^ had 
carried matters farther than any of them ; and had 
not only penetrated very deep into the Knowledge 
of Nature, but (as Lucretius afterwards did) had 
adorn'd the whole Science in Vcrfe. This Poem 
rais'd hisCharader to fuch a Pitch in Greece^ that 
they fcarce thought him of mortal Defcent. The 
entire Work has long fince perifli'd ; bur there is a 
Tradition that it began with the Praifes of the 
Elements ;zvid 'tis npt likely the Formation of Gold 
and other Mettals ftiould be left untouch'd. Now 
Pindar being to compofe his firft Olympick Ode in 
honour of King Hiero, who had won the Prize at 
the Horfc-race, begins with the moft fimple and 
the moft natural Thought in the World. That if 
he were inclined to fing of the Wonders of Nature^ 
then in Imitation of Empedocles he would celebrate 
Water and Gold/^s the two moft e^ccellent and,^ 
moft ufeful Things that we enjoy. But, that, hav- 
ing confecrated his Mufe to the Praifes of Men^ 
be refolv'd to illuftrate the Olympick Games^ which 

were 
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were the Noblcft Exercifes of Mankind. And that 
to fay there was any other Conceft fo Noble as the 
01ymp?ck, was the fame thing, as to pretend that 
ther6 was fome other Luminary in Heaven of 
equal Glory with the Sun. This is Pindar s 
Thought in it's Natural order, and as a Rhetori- 
cian Would have exprefs'dit in exaft Profe: let us 
fee now how Pindar has fet it oflf in Verfe. 

el /* ^sSao. yetpiliv ' * 

/x»!«^' 'OA.y/>t'»;{flti« fit' y^f'fij 

T'heres nothing fo excellent as, Water : There's nothing 
more refplendent than Gold; which diftinguifhes itfelfa^ 
ntong proud Riches^ like Fne that hlazes in the Night. 
Buty my Friendly Genius^ fincethm art moft delight^ 
ed to fing of Combats ; dont thou imagine^ that in the 
niighty Void of Heaven when Daf appears y there can 
be difccverd anf other Luminary fo radiant as the Sun ; 
or that on Earth we can Jay. there's any other Conteft fo 
Noble as the Oljmpick. 

/ 

This Tranflation is almoft Word for Word ; at 
leaft npthin{» new is introduced except [on Earth^ 
which the Senfe naturally required. And tho* *tis 
not expeSed that the Beauty of the Original 
fliould be difcover'd in fuch a dry Copy ; becaufo 
that confifts in a great meafure in the Numbers, 

the 
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the Difpofition and the Magnificence of the Words^ 
yet there is fofne Shadour of Majefty ami Noble- 
nefi preferv'd under this plain Drefs. But now it's 
worth while to fee what a ttrange Difguife the {ame 
Sobftance bears in Perraulu Verfion. 

Veau efi tres bonne d la veriti^ & I' or qui htiBe 
fwme k feu durant la nuit^ Relate merveiffe$ffemem 
formy les richejfes qui rendent I* homme fuferbe. Mais 
mon efprit^ fi tu defires chanter ks c&miats^ ne amtemple 
foint a autre afire flus lumineux que le foleil pendant le 
iour, dans le vague de t air ^ car nous neffourions chan^ 
ter de combats iUufires que le combats Ofympfques f. 

Truly Heaters a very good things and Gold which 
glitters^ as Fire in the Night, fparU/s wonderfuBy 4- 
mong Riches that make Men proud. ^ thou, my Ge^ 
niusy if thou defirefi to fing of Combats , do^kf look on a* 
rg other Star more radiant than the Sun, it^ the Day 
time along the empty Air. But, v)e dorit knin^ how 
tojing of (mjf Encounters more Noble than the Olympicks^ 

Either this is defign'd raeerely for a Piece of 
Burlefque: and then Pindar s Charafter is in no 
Danger of fuffering by it : or eiie the Tranflator 
has (hamefully forgot his Greek when he gravely 
renders the little epcpktives ; which were never in- 
tended to enter the Conftradjon. But, not to vor 
lift on lefTer failings, the thing which fpoils the 
whole Senfe of the paflGige, is what Ignorance itfelf 
could (carce foggeft, but what muft be rather own- 
ing to Infincerity ; and that is» the turning the 
Greek /xHxtn and the Latin ne, into the French 
car, or but : whence all the Connexion and Depen* 
dance is loft. 

So that, upon the whole matter the Galimathies 
and the unaccountable Npnfence, are not to be 
found in the Greek but in the French. And Perrauk 

f Para&cl i«p. ip« 

' has 
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has (hown no other Mark of a Tranflatorof W»- 
dar^ but that which Mr. Onjjley fpeaks of, the 
Knack of making People think, that one 7\/ladmm 
has Tranflatid another. \ 

If^ after all, Perrauk and his modifli Folio wei??] 
Ihould renew the Charge, and fay, that there is aa \ 
Jittle Fouudaooa for any Verfion, as for theirs y 
i^nd that dicy cannot by any means pnderftand the 
Cowjpxion here between the Water and the Gold 
and the Oly mpicis: Games ; not to refer them to 
tlie Greek SchoUa^ which by their tedious Expo&- 
tioa »iiay chance 10 countenance their Obftinacy ; 
they may be. pleafed to lookfo far as the latter Ei^d 
u( the. third Ode of thp fame Book; and then thqy 
ivill meet with the fame Figure,, and the fame 
term?, more ctofely tied together. 



. A« Water, firfi of STZ^/^gr, maintains. 
It's ufeful Empire flill, and widely reigns - 
, As jSovereigp Gold darts forth the nohieft power 
Among the glittering tracks of Oar : 
So much the high Olympian Fame 
Darkens the Honour^ of a mejaner Nanie. 
Thus I'hrm ftlnei, and thus with happy Pace, 
Has reach'd the fartheft Mark of Painful Vertneli 
/... > fi^acc: . . . ■ 

Faffing the PiUars of Herculean Force 5 
For here that Godlike Hcroe flop*d his Coo^fe, 
Thefe Sacred Games he chofe to bound his Height 5 
Thelb Sacred Games were all the Pillars that he fet. 

But 
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But It were well if the new Cenfbrs had a quar- 
rel only agaiftft fome particular Places m Pindar. 
For indeed we find them laying a general Accufa- 
tion againft him, for little lefs than downright 
Diftraftion. They build this Scandal on his un- 
accountable Digreffions and the furious Raihbles of 
his'Wit. They think it the higheft Pitch of raving 
Abfurdity ; while they lee him addreflfegone of 
his Odes to fome Great Man, and pretending to 
celebrate his Vifibry; when perhaps he' prefently 
runs off to fome fabulous Adventure of the Cods 
or ancient Heroes, and fcarce fparcs timjeto give 
his Patron a parting Complement in the Conclufion. 
The common Anfwer to this Impeachment is drawn 
Irom the Nature ai Pindar i Way .of Writing ; this 
Libertinifm of • Gonduft being the Very Life and 
Soul of his Pieces. On which account Monfieur 
Boileau * has fix'd it as the ruling Excellency of an 
Ode, that 

Son ft He imfetmux fouvent marchean hazard^ 
Chez elle un lean defordre eft tin effeEt dc C Art. 

It's plain Pindar was fenfible of his Hardinefi, 
in wandring fo loofely from the main Subjed. And 
therefore after a long Heat of any foreign Story, 
we find him very often, reprehending his Mufe for 
Jhooting any of her Arrows at Rovers^ when he would 
have her empty all her Quiver on the chief Mark 
But this might not be with defign to beg pardon, 
fcut to (how his Skill. For, as he took an extra- 
ordinary delight in ufing this Metaphor of Quiver 
and Atrows for his Wit, fo/twas his Privilege, 
to let (as Mr.Cot^ley expref&sit) 



his Wanton Arrows fly 



At all the Game that did hut crofs his Eye. 

I '•Art Poetiqac. 
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in his Tenth I'^ychique he t>leads his Title to thil 
Libercy, nc large; comparing his Spirit aqd WiC' 
ib a Boat, as lu^ does often to a Chariots i Bird^ 
and the like. He' ihtrodtices the Apology t^ hit 
ufual Siei^hc of odrtid&n^ his Mufe's Furyi aa4 ad* 
ii&ng Her td GaKtion fl[nd Regularity. 

t^Af x^^^^' '^^x^ ^ tym-^ 

iyxmfJiitif iH i»h< vfM'Wr 

Xiay«i <&Ji% ;iiyor< 

llold, Mure, thy hoedlefs Oir, 
Mly to the Decky slnd the quick Anchbr cafi ^ 

And ftop the Vetfel*s fatal Hafte, 
Aadmils theHocb, to which her giddy Heid /hi 

hoce. 

Thy Bark, that (comsa meaner Preigh% 
Than Songs of Triumph and exalted Praife, 

It bttilt for Picarure and for State* 
And ranano fettled Cottc(e» and iti no Channel ftays^ 
Like the gay B0^ flie fpread« her Silken Wing$, 
Robbing with haflfy IDip each Flower fhe meets $ 
Ko tingle fPrize to Vtrt the wanton Virate brin^s^ 
But forms ii'xth HtioH^ ^poib her Golden Sweetie 

But indeed, it is a Rind ofieifing the QueHion^ to 
makt Pindar flted his Prerogatire for the Decifi<^ 
of (his Caufo. To fay, that it was the Manner tip 
the ^1^ of thofe Odes to be fo bold and fo licepi- 
tious, while this manner^ or this tu^ is the veify 
thing that the Ad vef fades complain of. But )( 
Jt could be tolerably made oat, that befides the 
hardy Fre^om of his Genios, he viris opon A^ 
count of his Subjeds, in a great iscafiirc oblif;d 

if M 
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to this Cotidud ; then the Cavil maft oeceffiinly 
ffH, or at leaft be transferred from the Poet to 
tlie Tinies. Yet« upon a fair Hearing, this would 
be no difficajc Task. For ^ oc^ht to confider 
that thefe Odes 0/ ^£f«7 werje all composVl to be 
fang by a Chorus of Men at Publick Feftivals and 
Meetings, afltfied with the Advantages of Inftni- 
mental Mufick. If any ijueftion the xruth of this 
Affertion^ J^mi» bmfeif will fatisfie them, in al- 
moft every Piece* But in the lotb of the Olym- 
piques^ he wilK-give them an Account how the 
Cuftom of thefe Panegyrical Hymns came to be in* 
troduced, and how he defigns to carry it on. 
He has been defcribtng the Inftitution of th« Olym- 
pian Games by Hercules^ and reckoning up the 
Viftories in the feveral Exercifes at tneir ftrft 
Celebration. Whom, when their Labours were 
finifliM^ he makes to have been thus entertainM. 

dtSkiitA »c£$ec/rdr ifn^TA, 

And now with beaiitedtts Pace, the Lovely &Kmi 
lliat had in iecret view*d the Pfgbtf 
':; ^PCP^^ round the Combatants her Evening Li^hf ^ 
" As if Ihe W4>ifld baye formed their Cronvn^ ' ' 
JOt held her Glittering 2oh^u out (o /how their Wor^ 

Whcii 
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When flreight, in decent Order plac't, 
The generous Gallants croud the Feaft. 
While chearful Arts bf various Harmony 
IfvA onthemftrelves rheir Forces try 3 
Aodl^channead) other foupite . ^ 

Their Voicei^m reach the Vidor^s Height ^ 

And piercm^Bchoea round the hoUGW Tempie fly. 

A«d wethefkiriqias^Cufiom will reviirc, j* 

Andkeepfucoofiftii Worth alive : 

*(2>ttr *Hymni^fMi\ taifd the Sacrtd CMquefi\ Fame/ 

Hie Saered CoHqnefi in recam Ihall lend our Hymns 
their Kime. • 

And ^(fve^ Great Patron of theOameti ihall flasid; 

High in the Front, and all oiir LayVc^mmand. 
Th* Almighty Enfigns of his Power, 
On their Red Wings of Lightning bom. 

Thro* the Wide Vafl of boaiidleTs Verfe fhall roar :. 

The Mufe may play with thofe dread Arms fccure; 

The^ Mufe her Fafhrh Shafts may daub and may 
reutrm / 

Kor with preTumptuoui Pride will w^ relie 

On Strei^tfa off^me^ or Souxul of lawlefs Strain ^ 

Bur Strain and Voic^ fl^all wit|i th^'Vrfe comply, 

The "Pipe's fwect niling 27oie^ AiaU tuue our wilder 
VciiL 



^> • i, 



Kow ic Would have been ati rnvidious, as well as 
a tirefome Bufinefs^ to Hll a Hymn that was di- 
(igned for general Entertabmenr, with the direct 
Praifes of a fingle Man : and^ now and the n,- o£ a 
Man, not very eminent on any other Acco6nt» bttt 
for bis good Fortune in winning rhe Prize at foine 
.of the publick Exercifes. But ^e old RelatroAs of 
the Ads of Heaven and heaven-born Heroes, wHe 
what every Body lonj^ed for and admired ; efpdci- 
ally when they heard thenr grrtff With new X«- 

C 1 ^ provemeius 
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provementsofWkand Langaage. Therefore, as to 
this ConduOtf Pindar % Enemies ought rather to ad- 
mire the Strength of his Judgment , than rail at 
the Wildnefs of his Fancy. And efpecially, fince» 
whatever they may pretend, his ENgreffions ate 
feldom forced m without Occalion. The Gods or 
confecrated Heroes do not introduce themfelves 
uncivilly mto a Poeas where they are not coocemM. 
The Gentlenfutn whom Pindar parricolarly addref- 
feS| has commonly fomi^ near Rdfttton to cfaem : 
They are either the Founders of hisQty, or oJF bis 
Family, or the Inftitutors of the Games tn which 
he has conquered : Or famous for fome of thofe 
Virtues, which the Poet celebrates in hisPatnm. 

But the Trouble might have been fpared <^ at- 
tempting formally to anfwer thefe two Ob jedions . 
For, as filly or malicious Accufers generally fpoil 
their whole Charee by endeavouring to heigluen 
and increafe it ; to the fame nice Palates, which 
cannot relifh Pindar on the Scores already mentio- 
ned, plainly fliow where the Diftemper Ires, by 
adding a farther Reafon of their IXfguft. Their 
formidable Oiampion Perrauh is not a(hamed to 
bring this as an Argument of the little Merit of 
Pindir'% Works, that their chief Ufe is to fumifli 

treat Readers and Colle&ors with a Stock of moral 
entences. And now we may appeal to any one, 
whether Envy has not been very unhappy, to pitch 
on an unqueftion'd Virnie for a Crime* For till 
Profit and Inftruftion are denied to be the main 
Ends of Poetry ; Pindar^ even according to this 
}ttdgn)ent, has a fair Title at leaft to halfthe Lau- 
rels ; while he is acknowledged to advance the 
Work of Virtue in the World. 

Indeed, if a Man conlider'd carefully our Ignon. 
ranee in thofe things which were the Foundation 
di Pindar^ Writings, the various Ceremonies of 
the Games, and the Particularities of Times^ Per- 

fon*^ 
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foDS) and Places ; befides our weak Notions of his 
Ifuagutgeand Numbers; he would be ape to fix 
bis BAraUtj^ for a much furer as ifrell as a much 
nobler Praife, than what we can pretend at this 
diftance to build on the Excellencies of his Manners 
and of his St^k, That will turn to Ufe when tlife 
are only admind. If we aannot copy the Beauties 
of his Fancy, we may improve by tne^rrength of 
his Wifdom^ to which his Fancy ^nt it's Charms./ 
If his Spirit of Poetry difdain to be within our 
Reach, his Spirit of Honefty and Goodnefs will ad* 
mit a more eafie Iniitatioa : And tho' we cannot 
foar beyond the Qouds, wi^h his Wit; we may 
make a nobler FUfjht^ by the Affiftance of his Piety. ? 
Now not to make a Catalogue of all the excel- 
lent Pailages we meet with in Pindar^ concerning 
the diflfinrent Eftate of good and bad Men after this 
IJ£^ rhe juft Inequality of the Diftributions of 
Providence, and the Incapacity of Men to judge of 
the Adions pf Heaven i with the wife Leilons on 
almoft every panicular Virtue : How Glorious it 
looks in an I^athep Po^t, to proteft againft that 
dangerous Vice of his Art, the delivering unwor- 
thy Stories about the Sovereign Beings ? Yet thi$ 
is Pinde/s fettled Maxim in his very firft Qde ; 

\. r CI * f 



A Mprtal with ftri^. Awe fhould name 
TkP fl^ayeply Ppwers that grace his Theme 3 
.And ^y on their Virtues dwcU : 
Their Virtues will cxcufe 
The Pious Tales we tell $ 
And Arf m Prefumptton free the hamile& Mu&t 

C i ' And 
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And prefently afier^ he profefles Jbis Abhorrence 
of charging che Gods with che Cricnes of Men. 

r 

Bat O forbid it He%¥Qn thgt I 
. Should charge fqur Hjippy Guefis with brutifti 
GIuttQDy ! 

In the ninth Olympick he gives his Mofe a Cau* 
tion, of the lame Strain of Piety, 



I 1 1^1 



^^ek d^M^dimp* 
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But Strifes, and Wgrs, and bloody Feats, 
Move far» Te Mufes, from th* Immortal Seats. 

< 

And farther ure find him $ declaring pofitivel^^ 

that he will give the Old Relations quire diAe- 

rent from 'all that went before him, rather than 

fuffer any Dffhonour to be refleded on the Divine 

' SubjeEis. 

So that if on other Accounts Pindar claims die 
Sovereignty, not pnly in his own Province e£ 
Lyriques, bttt over the Matters of all the different 
Strains, excepting Htmer: In this Point of fimt 
Decency (when ure remember the fevere Charge 
again ft the Iliad and the Odyfley, for unwonhily 
reprefenting the Supream Powers of Heaven) 
Homer himfelf might yield him the Precedency : 
And Horace iriight alter the modeft Boaft * much 
CO His Advanta^; where he now afligns H(mer 
the^'firft Place in Fame as his unquefttonM Right, 
and only obferves that Pindar s Mafe is ik>t with-» 
out her due Honour and Efteem. 

% Olyirp. I . ^ . ^ 

« Lib. 4. Oic 9. Mv fi phir$$ Jtfiqofiias imei 

Sedis Homcnis* FindmcmUimi 
■ ■ «* ■ C amcenag. 

jESCBTLUS* 



[ 

I 

MSCHTLUS. . 

7[?.&MErx was by Defcent an Jii)imim, Son to 
/y 4 &iPborimi his Family referring its Original 
to the *Kvlix^^^u or Primitive Inhabitants * " The 
Urang^ Dftference in the Accounts of his Age, has 
hctit foMetimes alledged by Learned M^n^ as an 
emindbc Infttote of the Confafion of ancient 
Chronoldgy. The Author of. the Old Greek Life 
commonly prefix^ to his Works, fays 'he canle into 
thi Wond is the 40th Olympiad ; and yet juift 
Wore, he has m^cle him (as indeed he was) Co^ 
temporary with Pifidar; who fs generally placed 
later by an Age. Therefore the Great tSafmtm 
£orreAs the Nc<mlk« in the Old Life, *from 40 to 
t$3 ; in the laft Tear of which Olymi^id: ^fchftus^s 
Birth is fixed by the Learned Mr. Sttutfy^ on tht 
Faith of the -rfrmii&V» MarWe. ' .; • ' 

There goes a Story of the ordinary Qreeiaii S^affi, 
that being a Boy, and watching tlie FVutt in a 
Vineyard, Aatchus appear*d to him,ahd«ommianded 
liim to write Tragedies* And, that the very next 
Morning be fet to Work» ai)4 found all Thins^ 
fuccced as hap^y as M could With **. Perhaps 
this Tale about bis AdveAtufe t^itli SaccSus"; might 
give occafion to the common Report of his making 
all his Pieces when he «i^as Drunk ; which we find 
recorded by f Plutarch aud^ Lucian. Thus much 
may be affirm'd without any great Scfuple, that he 
fell on this Study while very foung, and quickly 
fileticed the Fame of all his Predeceifors iii the Art ; 
as well by introducing a noble Strain of Verfe, as 
by reforming the mde Stage with the Ornaments 
!(rf^Habits and of Scenes. 

• Fit. fir ScM4fi. . f ♦ Paufittk Attic, p. 36. 
f S/mpof, Lih« 7, Qu. 10. J Encooa. Dim0ffwi» 

C 4 He 
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He is laid' to ha<re been valiant i^eyond the 
ordinary Pitch of Poets ; and* with bis two Bro- 
thecSi to have bom an honourable Part in the three 
]Famoo$ Battlei oCG/iicr^at Maratb^^ S^Umms^ 
^ and Plat£iL In the Second oi thefe fii^agemems 
his Younger Brother 4f'fpMs waK Chiet Oflicer of a 
Sqaedron of Ships ; and had the firft Pri^ decreed 
him after the Vi^ory ; as having behaved himfcjf 
the beft of aO the GrecioM Captains, overfetting the 
Pirficm Admiral, and killing her Qmsmander %» 

* Twas to the Courage and the Reputation of 
ibis Brorher that JEJcbflus afrerurard^ happened to 
tmi his Life, For being Condemned as a Defpifer 
of the Gods upon Account of one of his bolder 
Tragedies I when the AtheMms were juft proceed* 
ing to ftoot him to Death, Amyni$s getting near 
the Judges, pgll'^ his Arm from unjier his Garment, 
and (how'd it in the Faice of the Court without 
a Hao I ; tbiu having been loft at Salamis in the 
Defence of his Country. The Judges were fb 
happilv njovVi with this noble I4ark of HonouTt 
that they imaiediately acquitted the Poet, on no 
o^her Plea, hqt the having fo Qrave a Man of his 
Family**, 

It*s plain from this Arraignment^ that JEfcfyks's 
Cmnttymen had no great Opinion of his Virtue; 
which without doubt was one Reafon of his Willing- 
neft^o l^ave tbfvi, tho' he did not put the De%|i 
in execution, till ppon fanher Refentments; ei^ 
ther, as is commonly believed, becaufe the Judges 
of the Theatre h^fi alfronted him in letting Sor 
ffiocUf, who had been his Scholar^ carry away 
the Tragick Prize from hioa; or, perhaps, be^ 
c^fe Simmiiis had infinitelf wtdime hunt when 
they both compoied Elegiea on. the bl^vo Gmitms 
that fell at t MmmbHL Suiim lis recorded a 



• VW, G'«c. per ScMM. % Dki. Stml (A. 1 1. 
M JEluia. Var. Htt. i. f. r. if. ;f Vit Otm.' 
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RttfoD, that, if literally taken, maft needs have 
haften d Itis R^ht more than both thefe pat to- 
gether. That, while one of his Plays was in Ad- 
ing, the Seats and Galleries of the Theatre had 
uninckily tumbled down. But the Younger &a/«- 
gtr t has taught us a way of making this Account 
of StUaty the fame in fubftance with the firft if 
not with cither of thefe already menrion'd. *por 
he wiH have the Breaking ^ the Seats to have been 
an old Ironical Exnefi^n of the Comedians and 
Satyrifts, to %nify the ill Sacceft of a Play, or 
other Poem in the Theatre. On the Strength of 
which Conjeaure, he interprets JuveKofs 



-jfre^itfiibfeUia verfit^ 



in •' quite contrary Manner to the Common Ex- 
politors ; ea if it intimated that Statius'» Theiais 
did not take at the Publick Recitation. The only 
thing that can recommend this Fancy, is th^ Ap- 
probation of it by the judicious Mr. Sirnkf. ftat 
perhaps that worthy Gentleman did not confider 
tlwt, as to the Paflkge of yuvinal^ Scaliger himfelJ 
(ecms to have retrafted his Notion, in his Work de 
Emendatiotte Temfcrupi |. 

^chhn chofc Stcify for the Place of bisRetire- 
taenr, where he arrived juft at the Time when Kio«» 
Mien was bnUding the City jEtn^ ; and made his 
firft Addreflof to his new Hofts in a Tragedy, 
which borrow d the Name of that Town, and wa» 
employed in prophetically defcribing the future 
Wealth and Greacnefs of^ the Inhabitants *. 

Having lived at Gela in that lOand feveral rears, 
in the bigheft Efteem with Prince and People, be 
<)ied after this unfortunate Manner. 

As he was walking one Day in the Field, an 
Eagle that had lighted on a Tortoife, and w^s 

f 4i(fm. Lea. 1. 1, c. le. $ Pig. 484. • Vit. Gr«c. 

fparing 



foftrtBg in the Air vich her Proff,. oil flie ootdd iee 
fl Place below hard enot^b tobrmk it ; unlcickily 
took JEfcbjIms bald Qrowa £or a Svaat^ and ac- 
cordingly lee fall the Shell diredly np^o his Head i 
frhich, inftead of cradang itfelf^ daflied out IBs 
Brains t • They tell pf^ to had received an Ora* 
de fome Time before^ dcdariof^ "that hi fimU 
He In a H^eapou [tm jmn AMtwnf ^ 

He waa buried very boaounab^ aear the River 
Gita^ all the Tragedians ia dM^ Bute perfonmng 
Dranui's at his Toiab^ { on which was iiiiinfibc4 
this Epitaph, (aid to have becD cempcfed by him- 
felf a Hctle before his Death \\ ; 

Athenian JEfchylus^ Euphorim's Son» 

Ltet here» where <?^/tf faafies to wafh the Stone. 

liCt Maratbon^t Proud Seas his Valour tell, 

And cdnqucrM ^ji^i the Force they know too welL 

However the Nsrw of JEfchjhs has flfiered irom 
the CritickSi who fometimes exclaim a^inft him in 
M furious Language as his o^n ; yet it will always 
be a fiificient Honour to bis Memory^ to have him 
acknowledged for the Father of his Art, and the 
gneat Difcoveftr of that hagpy Way, which 'twas 
an eafy Matter for thofe chat came after him to 
make ftraighter and fmoother. 

It's generally agreed, that Tragedy was at firft 
no more than a continued Song of the Chms. Af- 
terwards, Thfpis^ whom Horace* calls the Inventor 
of the Tragick Mufe, found it convenient to add 

-f Plin. Nat. Hid. I. to. c 3. VmU IdMtA. rp. c. it. 

JVit. Gr«c. ♦* Ibid, ff fnufsm. hitic. Jlthin4m 1. 14. 

• Art. Poet. Verf. 27 j, 

one 
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one Perfon above the Oborux, who to relieire tbem 
and give them Breath, might entertain the Audi-* 
ence with the Recital of fome Illuftrious Adven-^ 
5urc. Vlow^cbjilust asfoon as ever he came to com- 
pare thefe rude Eflays with his own Defign, found 
that this fingle Ferfm tired the Audience more than 
he refrefced the Qiorus^ And therefore he divided 
the ^SiUn among many Per/on^ ; one of which 
was generally honoured with the principal Charac* 
ter, aad the Reft were the. Attendants of his Sto-^ 
ry and of his Fonune. Thus, as Monfieur Daci-- 
€f obferves, this Part of Tragedy, whiph was at 
firft intro4uced only as an agreeable Reh'ef, came 
to be the Principal Defign ; and cbe Clmm for the 
future ferved only to eafe the Perfans^ as the Per-^ 
fm had been iirft admitted to repair the Chorus. 
Before Mfchjlus^ the Adors had not fo much as 
a Publick Houfe 10 Jbov) in ; and even under the 
Command of his Predeceflbr Thefpis^ were con- 
tented with the moveable Stage of a Cart. But 
^fcijlus, as he changed their open Scene to a The- 
atre, fb he fumi&ed them with a Mafque, in« 
ftead of their rude Difguife of Soot and Lie. Be- 
fides, he fet them off with the prefer Ornaments 
of Drei^ agreeable to the feveral Charafiers they 
were to fuftain; and by the Af&ftance of Buskins 
advanced them to the fancied Pitch and Size of 
Heroes*. Nor is it a mean Addition to his Glo*- 
ry, that he was the firft» who took care to have 
all the killing Bulinefs tranfa&ed behind the Scenes, 
that the People might not be difgufted by fuch 
Cruel and Unnatural Sights t» 

Yeti after all thefe honourable Performances^ 
he has found (as was at firft hinted) exceeding 
hard Meafure from many Ancient as well as Mo- 
dern Judges > only becauie he did not advance his 
Art to (^t noble Degree, which Sophocles and Eu* 

• Hir. A. P. Yer, aSo. iFbJUJlrMJt. Vit, jifoOm. 16. c 6. 
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rifidis afterward^ fttained* His Defigns are cen* 
fared as eicravngant ; his Q>t!du& as rude and fim* 
pie ; and bis Language^ as ivindy Rant. Tis for 
t)iis ^eafon, that the common Mafters» when chey 
lay down their l^ujes for Tragedy, recommending 
pniy his two SuccefTors for the great Examples of 
Perfeftion, feldom honour AEfchjlus with their No-^ 
tice ; untefs when he is to be correded for fome 
MiCcarriage. The other mighty Chiefs are fet for 
Marks and Lights to fteer by; while the Father 
of thfir Profeffion can afford nothing, but the 
Patterns of Rocks and Shelves to be aroided. 

And yet, all the While, if we may depend on 
the Judgment ofTi^^, every Perfon in this Grand 
Triumvirate, defervid almofi an equal Praife, in a 
di^erent Way ^ ff^riting. How how to aiSgn each 
Author his particular ]ExceUency> is confefTed a 
hard Task, even by thofe, who are fo generous 
as to allow JEJcbylus any. $ Dacier has propofed 
two ways of affigning their proper Chara^ers } 
the firff, in relation to their Stile, which he bor- 
rows from DicWffius Halicarnajfaus ; and the other, 
on Account of^the different Species of Tragedy, 
how each Man fucceeded beft in fome particular 
Kind. As for Stile, he attributes the Rude to ./^ 
(i^luT^ the Phrid to EuripideSj and the Mxt to So^ 
phocles. In the pivifion of Tragedy, he takes 
JEfcbylus^s Talent to have lain in that which he 
calls /2»^/ir Patbitiquei SofhecUs to have done beft 
in the Implexe^and Euripides in the Moral. Both 
chefe Diilindions; how true foever they oiay be, 
yet as they divide the Laurel, ar^ like to give 
Mfchytus but a very inconfiderable Share- The 
JFrench Critick profeOes after all, that he Ihall be 
obliged to any Perfon, who would give a more 
equal Judgment amongft them. And he mighc 
have paid thefe Obligations to no lefs a M^n thiin 

• PeOratore 1. 3. c 7. $ Oa ArifteiVi Pody^ Cap. 19. 

Pbitqrch, 
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Plutarch. 'Tis from his defcifive Sentence, that 
we are to learn ^hat Title each Rival had t6 Fame* 
without invadinjg the Prerogatives of the bthers. 
The three reigning Virtues then, which Plutarch 
had the Art to difcover^ were » *Et/e«^f J^» ffo^i<t^ ag a 

HuripideiT, tU Khqutnct of Sophocles* and the Lof^ 
tinefs iff iEfchjrlus. 

The Graces of his SnccefTors may be better in- 
fifted oa hereafter : At prefent we are only con"*- 
cerned to vindicate this Excellency of our Poeti 
which is commonly altedged as his greateft Crime; 
Indeed^ if Nature and the common Apprehen(i«- 
ons of Men were always to be the Rules of Su^ 
limity^ JEfchflus would perpettrally be a Tranf-- 

SrelTor. But it fliould be r^membred, that h\^ 
ufinels lay among the old Race of Heroes ; atic^, 
as be raifed them above Human Pitch by their 
Buskins, fo he could not but diftinguifh them as 
much, by fomething more than Mortal in their 
Voice and Tone. Beiides^ thofe Primitive Wor^ 
thies were entire Strangers to all that Finenefs of 
Language and Micety of Manners, which ierv'd 
to difguize iht Weaknefs of their deca;^ed Poftericy. 
There feem'd to be a natural Violence in their 
Tempers : And 'twas as hard for them to ufe any 
Calmnt^fs in their Talk, as in their Fights. It was 
long fincc the Judgment of the Famous Orator ' 
jDiojy, that v)hatever appears in iGfchylus ef extra* 
nfagant Grandeur^ ojamiem Rudenefs^ and of a Kind 
ef Stubbcrunefs in Tmught and Expnjjion, Jeetns mort 
agreeable to the Atanners of thi Old Heroes §. 

Ic will eafily be confefled, that our Poet by 
aiming continually at bold and hardy Strokes, has 
very often fallen into grofs Thoughts and har(h 
Expredions, as the moft admired Longinus * ob« 
ferves of him. But then before he is condemned 

$ Dim Orat. f f . * C»p. ij. 

he 



9 

P4 ^b^ Life of Mschxlvs. Part I 

he will claim the Benefit of the fame Critick's 
Maxim, that a SubUme S$yl€ vdth /s grea$ manji Fai-- 
Uifis^ is to be preferred to the middle Waj^ however 
exaSlfy hit^. For they who, venturing nothing, go 
on gravely in the plain Road, lie under no great 
Danger of Mifcariyii^; while the more exalted 
Path is fiili the more flippery, the more it (hines. 
And it is below the Stile, as well as the Perfons, of 
Heroes to ftoop to Xrifle& 

If Inftrudion be acknowled^d for the Chief 
End of Poetry, ^fcbibus Pieces may pafs for 
Moral Ledures, as well as thofe of S^hocles and 
Euripides. And thoi^h he may not. poffibly have 
had Art enc^gh to drefs up Virme in all her Or^ 
namencs and her Charms ; yet he has certainly 
difplayed Vice, in it's moft horrible Shapes : as it 
was indeed eafier for him to paint a Monfier than 
a Beauty. 

At the fame time it muft be acknowledged that he 
nndeiiftood little of what was afterwards called 
Nature and Finenefs : But that pofleHibg a vaft and 
elevated Fancy, he endeavoured by the Force of 
prodigies and Fables to aftonifli and terrify the 
Audience, whom he could not enteri;ain aereeably 
by the Rules of Decency apd Art. To this pur« 
pofe, they tei) a famous Storys that when his Eu* 
memdes was a&edj the Qmtu of Furies entring in 
a violent manner on the Stage, the People were put 
into fuch a Fright, that the Children fwoon'd 
away, and the Big- bellied Women immediately 
mifcarried $. 

Yet even in this Care of making Terror the 
Chief End of his Pieces, he feems not fo much to 
have been out in the Choice as in the ProiecutioQ. 
of his DeHgn. Fori however the ibft Movement 
of the Paffions may have ttfurped the chief Place ia 
Tragedy, it is crrtain the Audience ought fome- 

* Ungin. Cap. 27. % Vit. Case 

time 
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times CO be tranfported as well as gently agitated. 
Horace reckoned ic the nobleft Power of a Poet, 
when he ads with the \riolence of Enchantments on 
the Perfons he entertains. 



— vanis terrorihus implet 



Ut magus ^ fS modo me TThehis, mcdopenit Aibeuis* 

And Horace^s Great Rival among the Modema 
declares, that a Tragedian will lofe his Labour, 
if he does not mix the Force of Terrour with the 
Charms of Agreeablenefs and Sweetnefs : 

Si (P un heau mmnvement P agreeable fureur 
Souvent ne nom remflit if une douce terreur 9^ 

* BmUnm L'An. Poet. CittfiC. |^ 
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50TH0CLES. 

SOphocUf, wts tn Atbimant tbe Son of Stfhiksy is 
Smdttti or 7%eofbiluSf as Diodmu SicubiscMi\i 
him. The Time of his Birch is placed by the ^nw 
delian Marble in the Fourth Tear of che 70th 
Olympiad c So that he was Eight and Twenty 
Tears Toun^er than JEfthjbts, and Twelve Tean 
Older than Eurifidtr, 

Tho* 
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Tho* he was but a Boy ac the time of XeYxtt% 
Famous £3q>edition into Guea^ yet he had the ho*** 
nour to bear no mean Part in the Triumphs that 
followed his Defeat. . For, when upon the Flight of 
that Prince, and the entire Rout of all his Generals, 
the Grecians were raifing Trophies to continue the 
Memory of the Anions ; our young Sophocles, be- 
ing then, at Salamis, while thi Men were employ* 
ed In fixing the Monuments of the Vidory, i$ re* 
poned to have appeared at the Head of a Choir of 
Noble Boys, all naked and wa(hed over with Oyi 
and Eilence ; and, while they fang a Pam^j/o have 
guided the Meafures with his Harp *. 

His Father was no better than a Mechauick by 
Profeffion, yet being high in favour with Pericles, 
and the Chief of the City, found means to edu^ 
cate him in all the gentiler Parts of Knowledge and 
of Wit t • His noblcft Art of Tragedy, he at- 
tained under the Tutorage of JEfilytus^, who 
had newly reformed and illuftrated that Sort of 
Poefy. 

There can't be a more famous Argument of his 
Proficiency in thofe Studies, than that his earlieft 
Triumph was in the Conqueft of his Matter. For 
Cimon::(the renowned A^b^an General, whofe Life 
we find in Plutarch) having performed faccefsfuljy 
his Search of Tbefeus^ %Bovits^ and bringing the no* 
ble Reliques with publick Shouts into the City; a 
folet^n Contention of Tragedians was appointed, as^ 
was ufual on fuch extraordinary Occafions. Th& 
twagreat Rivals in the Performance were, Mfchf^* 
lus and Sofbodes, and the Applaufe feem'd fo equal*' 
ly divided, that the Archon, whofe Bufinefs* 'twas to 
conftitute Jadges of the Prize, dar'd not pitch on any 
PerfoQS.for fo t;ick):iih an Office. At lad Gmc^ii^. 

A.Vit per .Schcdiaft. ft Aihuum Lt. p. fov f yit.Gr^^ 
$ Ibid. ' , ^ 

'. ' ' H «n4 
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and tile bthcy Cbniaiflndess,'' enoriiig the Tbeatre 
to fee the Sport, the Arthon fekied • oq them; (hap«' 
pening ro be rhe proper Nniiiber) and givit^ them 
the Oaehs, m^d^ them fit doivn for Umpires of 
the Catift* The Contention was cafriecL on^ with 
all the Heat that Honour and Ainbkian ooold in* 
fpira ; each Pt^rfon labouring with more than ordH 
nary Force t« gab fo honourable a Verdift on his 
fide. Upon d fail Hea^g; the Vi&orf was ad-' 
judged to S^phoxks^ tho' rhls: was die fisfr Play ho 
ever prefented in Pubtick *. ' 

The.Efteem and Wonder that att Greaa expfef** 
fed at his Wifdocn, made him conceiar^^co be rhe 
peculiar Parourite, or rather the intimate Friend of 
the Godsf. They rell uis, that JEfculapius did lum 
the H(^nour to vifit hiai at his Houfe t< And ic 
fliould feem that MfM^/f/ had no left Refpeft for 
him, frotm- a -Sc^ry of bully's. For amoi^ his' lin 
fiances of Divination, h^ thui produces S$fibocks^ as 
a memorable Example. ^ There happened (bya 
*' he) a Golden Pattin to be ftollen out of Hmu* 

* le/s TcmpFe. Sfkscies four in a Dream fikcGod 
^ appearing to Tiim, and telttng him the-Nameef 
•* the Thief. He took' Iftifle iioiice of the Vifion 
^ f^r thar;Time, or the next .• fiw upon ; a^ fes- 
^ quent Repethion, he: ^ent tk)ldly into Court, 
^ and dedared fucii a Pcrfixi to^ be goihyrx:^ the 
•• Sficrihge. The Judges im^mediately os^edthe 
^ M&n to be apprehended ; who upon Eaamiittsi- 
^ on confeffed the Faft, and reftored the VefleL 
" On which Account, the Tiemple came to brcal-^ 
** led Henuks the Difcoveyer's '*$, The grettr Impo£* 
xoT ApollonituTyan^s a^tributes a much diviner Bow- 
er to him. : For in his Oration before Dcimifum, he 
tells the Emperor^ that Seplhchg the AtbniMm waa 

* "^ PfaiMfct. viammi. f UtAiofilimi* $C«mdeDfri- 
aat. Lib. I. 
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ftbid fo check and reftrain tkt'fy^itm^ Wihd^, i^h<li 
*hcy t*rere vifiting Ibis CoUntf y Ht Wrf urifeaforiabii 

The ftme Opiaioii of hi5' eJKMdrdltta*;^ Woft*! 
gained hitb a firee Paflbge co tbelilgheft OfRi^ Ui 
the State. W<f find hiiA i» ^fr^o^ goitig ift joilit 
Commiffion with the fiimoas Periaks^ to reduc^e ih* 
tebdiliotts J'^Mf/ktfti^. ^Twas dittoing his Cootinuiaeticd 
in this Honour, that be received the fevers Ref>ri^ 
ttitind from his CoUegue, it^hicb Ci^^ro ha9 l&ft>iji^¥i 
ftecord. HhftJ vftte ftandihg and cdnfeftin^ ifeKHit: 
thcit commott Affairs, when thIfW happened t^ititl • 
by, a rery befiatifalvoung &oy ; Sephcles ctfaid 
not but take notice ot hi^Prettihefs, andbeigaQ^<^ 
^xprefs his 6^^A Adttiiration lo-iFrts B^oeheif P&ihJes : 
To urhich the gfate Gen^filt ki6¥timed this mhv^t^l 
ble Reply ; A Pr^toi^^ Sophoclds, J&6utd oif^rik Okfi'^ 
Oency uithhis Eps, ap wetl as whl^^fis Bands ^'; T 

But #bateter Inetiiiaiions ithb Foet! ini|ht e6eft 
have ; (as indeed his Chaftity h deeply fufpefibJ) 
Jret they may in fotoe meafure be e<cns d as thd ef- 
k&s of a Pa£BoT>, fubn^itted to, on no tth^t A4^ 
Iroutur, but becaufeit was unconcfuerable. Fof fhils 
i*e find him rejoycirtg art laft, that^ by the BeuefitoF 
e>Id Age, he was delivered from the let^ere Tyt^My 
6f Love f. • ' 

Tutiji in hifs admired Book deSme^H, biit^ ilk 
Aphcles as an Example, to (how, that th* Weak** 
Aefs of the Memory and Part^, is not aileceffary 
Atteitdaric on the Condition he there defends^ Ht 
bbfervej, that this great t/Li,r\ ^nt'rtued the Pnji- 
feflSon of his Art, et^en to hi$ lateft Years. But ft 
feema, his Soiis xifented this fctef e A-ppH^OM :tb 
tVrilJwg, aa a^ rtAvMtft Negle* of Ws Fam^ily and 

I4W*. Moral •' - ' ^'^^" - -* 

-^ Ha* Eftatc? 
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j^are : On whith Account) they at iaft declared 
the Bufinefs in Cqurt before the Judges ; deQring the 
Guardianfliip of their Father, as one that was grown 
dilirious^ and fo put out of a dpacity to manage 
his G>ncern& The old Gentleman being foon ac- 
quainted with the Motion, in order to his Defencei 
came prefencly into Court, and recited his Oedipus 
cf Colonos, a Tragedy which he had juft before fT- 
niflied ; defiring to know, whether that Piece look* 
ed like the Work of a Madman. There needed no 
other Plea to gain the Caufe. The Judges^ adnpii- 
ling and applauding his Wit, not only acquitted 
him of the Charge, but, as iMciau adds, voted his 
Sons Madmen for accufing him. 

The general Story goes, that having exhibited 
his Iaft Play, and getting the Prize, he fell into 
fuch a Tranfport of Toy, as carried him off f . 
Tho' iMcian $ dififers from the common Report, 
affirming him to have been choaked with a Grape- 
ftone, like Anacreon. 

They tell a remarkable Accident that attended 
4)is Funeral. He died, they fay, at Athens^ at the 
Time when the Lacedamomans were bedeging the 
City ; for which Reafon, the Solemnity of his Bu- 
rial could not be carried on. Lyfander^ the Spartan 
General, ufed at the fame time, frequently to have 
IT Vifion of Bacchus^, defiring him to futfer his dear* 
eft Servant to be interred. Upon this, Lyfander made 
enquiry of the BeHeged, what eminent Perfons had 
lately died in the Town : And finding, upon Infor- 
mation, that his Vifion muft needs be underftopd 
:of Sof bocks I inafmuch as Bacchus was the Patron and 
Frefidentof the Tragedians, hegranted them a Truce 
for the decent Performance of his Iaft Honours *. 

- • 

^ f Diod.Sic.I. I). P//». 1. 7. c. ^3. VmLMmx. 6cc. $IoM<u^. 
• PMtfin^ jSttic. p. 36. P//». Nar. Hift; 1. 7. c. 20. 
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It is obfervable, that this Story about Lyfander^ 
does not agree with out MarbleCbronic/e, which plar 
ces the Death of Sophocles in the 2d Year of the 
p^d Olympiad, whereas, the Siege of j4them did 
^ot fall out till the fourth Year of the fame Olym-^ 
piad, the 27th of the ^ehfonnefian War *. 

If JEfchjlus be ftiled the Father, .SipAot/ei will de- 
mand the Title of Mafter of Tragedy. What oto 
brought into ^thc World, the other adorned with 
true Shapes and Features, and with all the Accom* 
plifliments and Perfedions its Nature was capablo 
of • 

Diogmes Laertius^ whea he would give us tfec 
bigheft Idea of the Advances Plato made in Philo-^ 
ibphy, comp^^es them to the Improvements of So^ 
phocUs in the Tragick Art. The chiefeft of thefe^ 
Monfieur £01/^411 has thus reckoned up and applaud-^ 
ed. 

Sophocle enfin^ donnant l^ejjbr i Jbn Genie^ 
jiccrut encore la ^omfe^ augment a V Harmonic j 
. Jhiereffa le Chaur dam toute i* AElion ^ ' 

iDe vers trap rabotteux polit f expreffion ; 
JLui donna obez les Grecs cette hauteur divine^ 
Ou jamais tf attetgnit la foibleffe Latine. 

Then Sophocles^ with happier Genius flrovct 
To raife the Muiick, and the Pomp Improve i 
Gave his juft Chorus in the Plot their Shares 3 
And filing rugged Words by nicell Ears, 
In Grecian Grandure reach'd that envied Height, 
Which Kome in vain afiefis, and ap^s with weaker 
flight. 

His Condud and hif Expreifipns, are the Advan^ 
tflges^ which commonly gain him the PrizCi againft 

H 3 jt-he- 
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(bd tWo Rivals cyf his own Age, and the more uneip 
qu^l ConteDders fince. The firft of thefe Virmes 
has made bis Qedifus the Genera! Rule and Model 
of true Plotting. The other is that a^j/jJtik wbicii 
piu{arch fixes as the diftiogui(hing Mark of hia 
Charader, and of his Fame. 

One of his moft judicious Artifices, and on the 
Hccount of which Arifiotle * gives him the ^tk^ 
fence co Euripidis, was his allowrng the Chorus ai| 
jMew& in the main Adion, fo as to make the Play 
M\tx4 ^ Pi^o ' every Thing conducing cregoIai!'ty 
to the chief Defign. Whereas in Euripides we oi« 
ceivnieetMRrit^iiTambHng Song of th^CboinSy^n- 
tireljriiMilependeitt ^f the main Buftnefs, and a9 
proper to beofed op any other Subje^ or Qqpafi-* 
ottwhatfoewri'^ " • • 

' i 'Indeed tha ^ifEhii Pii»r<^ns of Esm^dti- are wil« 
ling enough to ^Wovj Sofhocks the poor Glory of 
Mechanifm and Contexture ; provided they can 
but fecure rhe Nobler Tiilents of Wit andf Stfle, 
to-tiie Pb(ftflibn of cheir Friend. At the fame 
Time, the Applauders of SffhocUs^ wilt come td^no 
ComppiitiojPy npr yield the teaft Part of the Tra- 
gici; Ltaurels. to the Pretenfions of the oppofite Par* 
ty. Or DOW and then, perhaps, if they are in a 
generous Fit^ they i^ill acknowledge Euripides to 
have attained a Ciearnefs and Happinefs of Stile ; 
but then it muft arife from ignobler Means : And 
what Sfifhodes owes only to the Force of Geoin^ 
and the Native Li^cinefs of Thought, his Riial 
muft faintly imitate, by an flxa&nels of Care> and 
a skilful ranging of Words and Sentences. TheGom- 
pofitions of Sophcles muft relifhof the World,, while 
thofc of Euripides betray the har(her Twang of the 
School. Tl)Qfi muft be tbebeft Tragedies, thefe the be f| 
^^^^^^ I^,ifmr{e$n Tlofe (fxilfi fjajre thp^^l pf a Gw* 

♦ Pftct. Cap. f 
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tkimm And of a (pooiimflfier^ th^e of a ; f lnafiUa 
2>edaimfen Acrd^. id^fiiorr^ :iyp^ih)cf&^ mu'ft be th^ 
gteailGftPoer^ luld Empires t!he great eft Philofopher,; 
L .No«w^ if there were Uocm foi*a mo^cjwite Judg* 
menty itHough the PaJni isK^uld (Jerliapsd^ . divideol 
more equdly, jec .Sc>/»i^/^- t^<^uld Oill ftaml faireft.co 
dacry ofr the larger ^Sbaie. The Ancients h^v^ 
iD^en very cautioiis, Whei)e\^ rhey «fiCled osi fo 
dangeroufl a Point. Few Judges hanfe. had the 
Hardinds to declare pofitivdy on eicher fide ; ex- 
cept oAe or twoy who honour Siphoeks with the TlU 
tic of Prince of Tr^^r^, Yet <ve feave fotne Reafon 
to coti^lttde from th^ bf^ad Hmt9 of 'Hiftorians 
and Critiques, that the Performances, of the fame 
Great Man, were not otSy more ^pplaodedon the 
Athenian Stage> bin A¥izy% efteemed the bigheft At;-* 
laiiMhents in the Tiiagick Straifa. ' ; 

Jlniftatle * indeed, £as given Euripides tlie hdnou«« 
Table Epithet of T^^ytiai'ml©'» but it's tsS^ to dif- 
€aTicr,^tJmt he can mean oft!y the nioft pathecick* 
Wheireas take bim all togcClier, and hfefeeois to give 
Siipkodes thz Precedency ;. M leaft in the nioft Nobkl 
Perfeftions of Manners, Oeconomy, and Stile. 

Diimyfitis HaHcamaJf^eHi in his Art of Rketos!ic)c f 
axntttcttds Sophocks for .|>refe]rving the Dignity of hi^ 
Perfoii% and their real Chftrd&(?rs, wh^eas Suvi^ 
fideSy he fays, did not To cnucb oonfoltthe Tnith of 
his Manners, and their Conformity to common Life; 
on which account, he is often deficient in Grace 
and Decorum. He gives the Prize on the fame 
fide in his two following DiftinSions: That5b/)Ao- 
cles wifely chofe the nobleft, and the moft generous 
Manners and Affeftions, to reprefent ; while Euri^ 
pidis employed himfelf in expreffing the more dif- 
honeft, effeminate, and abjeft Paflions: That the 

iay^ any Thing but what is exafily 



♦ Poet. cap. 13. t PsyS- ^9- 
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neceifary ; whereas the other frequently amufes the 
Reader with tedious oratorical Indudions. And tho', 
«t the Conclufion of the Comparifon, he applauds 
thfr Stile of Euripides as an happy Attainment of the 
Middle Way ; yet he feems to add this, only to 
temper the Severity of his former Judgment i and 
for fear he (hould be thought to detrad too much 
from the Reputation of fo admir'd an Author^ by 
giving his Rival the Advantage in all Points. 

Longinus feems all along to favour the fame 
Caufe, as far as it was fate to venture. And in 
one Place * he dire&ly cenfares Euripides as a Wri- 
ter more happy in the Marflialling of his Words^ 
than in the Senfe of his Thoughts. 

Dion Chryfoftom the Orator, who has nicely 
compared the three famous Tragedians in his little 
Piece of Pilo£ietes*s Bow^ confeflfes ; That the Vcr- 
fes of Sophocles do not abound, like thofe of EMti-- 
fides ^ in Exhortations to Virtue; yet obferves, on 
the other hand> that they have fuch a happy mix- 
ture of Grandure and Delight, as to deterve the 
Honour the Ancients did the Poet, in calling him 
the BEE, 

It is obvious to add, that if Euripides afpires to 
the fame Title, it muft rather be on account of 
his H/ax^ than of his Honey ; rather for the mf^he 
gives US) than the Pleafure. 

♦ Cap.32. 
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EURIPIDES. 

EVripides, as well fts his two famous Rivals, was 
born of a creditable v4fAnii<i« Family, Parti- 
cularly his Mother Cb'ro, is reported bf - Noble 
Defcent * ; though Ariftopbanet f in jeft calls her a 
Cahhagt-ftller } and Faieritu Maximui $ records 

* Maid, t In TiM{m*fhir. i lib. 3. c,^ 
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this as her real Profeffion. It's faid, while flie was 
1^1 th Child, her Husband A/n^/irc/^ciJ confulted the 
Oracle of ^pollo^ to kn<ra|if^.{he might hope 
fpr; and that he received thqfe Verfes in An*- 
fwer. " . 




^ "AySpwTo^TtiTB^/, 3^ ii K\i&- i^Kov W<^f<> ^ ^\^ 

Happy Mnefarcbus ! Heaven defigns a Son;' • 
The liilning World ihall witner$ hi)i Reno&rti, \ 
And with gladfliouts beftow the Sacred Crivtrn; 

He was born in the Ifland of SatamiSy whether his 
Father and Mother Had fled, with a grea^ti n^any 
other eminent t^amilies oi Athens^ uponthQ formi- 
dable Defign of Xerxes againft Greece. Fjsf Birth 
isl placed by the Arundelian Marbles in the Fgurth 
Year of the 73d Olympiad ; though the learned 
Mr. B/irwj, following the common Opinioi^, that 
he came intp the World on the famous Day of the 
Sea-Hght near Salamis^ in the Streigks which they 
call'd the Euripus^ and that he thence had his 
Name, brings him down Six Tears later. Indeed, 
Hefychius^ in his Lives of famous Men, fays pofi- 
tively, that he was born on the Day of that great 
Viftory ; but then he adds immediately after, that 
this was a gap^OiKt^cf^ttm^^fM^^rMx Succef^ 
And therefbrcMir Ifco^ild feter, ^cbefrdiilg to Hefy- 
chius, only to have fallen out on the fame Day in 
a fermer Year* If ^ Name was borrowed froqfi 
the Buripm^ perha{»$: be might not, have been dal* 
kd £0 at firft i but might jgunre received diat Ho« 

\ « 
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mmfy ^ipon Obfervation; that the noble Engage* 
ment there) happened on his Birth-day ^ . 
f At what time he removed with his Father and 
Mother to Aihem is not cettain. However, he wa* 
fo far in\ Love with his native Ifland, as afterwards 
to ^lotiour it with frequent Vifits : And Aulm GeU 
Huf* telts ns, he himfeff was (howed there, an old 
metenchoty Cave, where Emripid^r y^as reported to 
have written many of his Tragedies. 

It feems, A^fartbusy however be might pride 
himfelf in AfMos Promife, yet had pat no higher 
Senfe on the Words of the Oracle, than that his 
Sbn'Aibuld win thcfPtizc in the Olympick Games; 
Accordingly he took care, to bring him up in the 
ExerciieS of Strength aftdAftivityi performed in 
thofe Solemnities f. But Euripides j though he made 
{(y good Progrefs in thefe Feats of Body, as to 
gain the Crown at the Athenian Sports in honour of 
Ceref, and of Thefetif ; yet had always much great- 
er Thoughts in his Head. And therefore, 
whilft his Father was labouring all he could, to 
forward his Proficiency in the Pataftra^ he made a 
Nobler Choice for himfelf ; proving a conKant Au- 
ditor to Anaxagoras in Philofophy, and to Prodicus 
in Rhctorick j and . diverting himfejf in. the mean 
time with the Art of Painting, which fome wHI 
have> to have been at firft hir open Profeffion ff . It 
rs not very probaWe, th*at he leaifnt Morality un- 
der Socrauf^ as'Anhtr Gellim reports : Fdr then we 
ihuft make the Scholar oId?r than the Matter. *Tis' 
much more rcafonaWc to believe^ and nmch more 
to the Honour of Euripides^ that fome part of the' 
Philofopher*s Wifdom, ftiould be owing to hisltt^"' 
gick pieces. For JEJian^^ acquaints us, thar Socra^ ' 
tes aftdto frequent thofe Flays, as ufeful: and in« 

S Va^r^UM^. AtNiout. kiiCMii. Manri. p.yS. • LIktf;' 
c. %o. t IW. tt ^««W. ?♦ Var. Hifc 1. a. c. i^. 
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firuflive LeflfcMis ; when at the fame Xinie« he de- 
fpifed all other Reprefentations on the Stag& 

The Occafion of our Poet's falling to Tragedy, 
was the extream Danger his Mafter Attaxagoras bad 
jncurred^by his Learning ; who, under the Notion 
of a Defpifer of the Publick Gods, was banifli'd 
Athens by the Fury of the Mob, and had good for- 
tune that he came off with his Life. Euripides was 
then entred on his eighteenth Year*, and notda« 
ring to run the Hazard of his wife Mailer's Pro- 
feflion, he determined to turn his Philofophy to 
the Ufe of the Stage ; with this particular RefolutH 
on^ to keep as far as he could) from difgufting fo 
ticklifh an Audience, by contradiding or expofing 
the fuperfticious Genius, and the common Fancies 
of the Age. 

Tet his Prudence and his Caution were not able 
to fecure him from all Trouble on this Score. For 
they tell us^ that upon that bold Stroke in his A?p- 
fpljttts^ 

• iJfy longue has fixorn^ hut ftill my Mind is free ^ 

he was indi&ed as a wicked Encourager of Per- 
jury ; tho' it does not appear, that he fuffered for 
it. The Anfwer he made to the Accufer is left on 
record by Arifiotk \ ; " That 'twas a very unrea- 
^^ reafpnable Thing to bring a Caufe into a Court 
^^ of judicature, which belonged only to the Cog- 
^^ nizance of a Theatre> and the Liberty of a 
•* Publick Feftival. That when thefe Words were 
^' fpoken on the Stage^ there went along with them 
^^ fome Reafon to judify them i if not, w the Stage^ 
** he was ready to defend them, whenever the Bill 
^ (hould be once preferred in the right Place.'^ 

^ Smi. t Rhetor. 1.3. C.15, « 

Indeed 
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Indeed (here was another Tiine> when he incen-^ 
i«d the Audience to as high a D^ree ; but then 
he immediately brought himfelf off by his Art. Ic 
9ras in the Tragedy of Bellerophon ; where that old 
Gentleman laying himfelf out very eloquently in 
Praife of Money ^gainft Honefty, in a Rant, 
jfomething like Mv.ff^aller^s Mifirs &peech'i the 
People v^ere fo enraged, as to rife with general 
Confenr, to demolifli. the Play and the A&or. But 
Euripides^ ftepping out in time» only defined their 
.Patience, 'till they fliould fee what end this Patron 
of Covetoufnefs can^ to^ * For it feems in theSe-r 
quel of the Piece». he had puni(hed the fordid 
Wretch as he . had defervM ; and £0 juftiHed the> 
heightening rbf his Charader, by raifing the ill 
Confequences of it in proportion * J 

He had one Happinefs, which Men of Wit are 
generally Strangers to; and that is,.. the being as 
eminent for Labour «$ f<)r Inventioti:: *Twas. a 
noble Return that he gave AkefiiSy.SL Brother of 
his Profeffion on this o^cafion. Euripides, it feems, 
had been complaining, that he could not. get out 
above three Verfes in three Days ; whereas Alcef^ 
tis vapoured, that he had always Three hundred 
at command in the fame time, Ay, but fays, Eu- 
ripides, foumufi confider the Difference : Xmr Verfes 
art made to live no^ longer than thofe three Days, and 
mm to continue for ever f .. 

*Tis a remarkable Jbftance in what manner the 
Prizes were carried, at the common Triajs of Wic' 
in Athens ; when we find Euripides, tho' he wrote 
feventy five Tragedies, yet winning only five, or 
at moft but fifteen Vi^orjes ; and frequently lo-' 
fing the Crown to feme pitiful Contender §. But* 
this had been Mfchylus'sC^Ce before him,ind per-* 
haps Homer's before either. Yet Euripides is gene-' 

* Vid. Senec. Epift. 115. f VdL Mux. I 3. c. 7, § A» GilL 
L 17. c. 4. 
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rally Cuppaikd to have had a tc^erabtd 'Fdf ttioe in 
the World ; and fo oqd to have been dbHged 96 
depend raercenanlv on ihe Peoplels Houkhm^. 

I£ ^e might btVmt Dii^Hks LoerUm*, h'tf 
fliould feem co have been as intimate trich Piata^^^ 
as faie was with Plato's Mailer, Sicrateu For in th6 
Life ot ^iato by that Author, Euripidks^ {kid to 
have acoompahied him in hi^Egjpiim ^Voy^ge ^ 
which he madeookanutbe Q>urfeo{ the Planets! 
But) tho' the jbunger 'Scu^igifha^ dedibd m fst^ 
vour of thisi Report, 5^ it ciliinot pKtydbly agre^ 
with the.Differende ol' Agej between tbe Pbet and 
die Pbiloibpher { as lAi. Bariiis has moft judlci*^ 
csonfly obfeivedL : - ' > 

. The qnlji great Afticm^'of hhsore-Tkfiej; .^itli 
which Euripides^ Story 9 cqnoetned, wa^ the fa<^ 
nous Ovc^rthroii of die JfrA#i(/^ Forced mSiiilji 
This fad' Difafter, defciipbal \^ \9itp\f}i§yi^hs<yiiA 
des^ in lis dth'^nd/ythfibote, Md biy f^tanh \tt 
bis life of Nicias, bappcn'd! in the Fbur^h Ifea^ 
of the pift Olympiad^and'lhe ^id <X ^ur^fdei 
his Life. J After the laft dre^fal Bttttd^ whereitt 
the Afheman Army was tntir^y rooted, and facbt 
Cffodigioua Numbers taken Prisoners ; - It was ex*^ 
• tremely remarkable, that many were fai/d imd 
•*; reteaa^d, mecrly for the feke of Enrij^des: For, 
It fcems of all the Inland Grecians , bis^ Mtife vOaa 
in higheft Efteem with the Men of ShHj^, Matty 
of tte poor Creatures that were thns pn^ferved^ 
after they had got bom^ are faid to have gone; 
and made their Ackoowfedgmenrs f o the Poet i 
reponiog, that fome of them had been^ deKver^ 
** ed from their Slavery, upon teaching what they* 
*^ could of hia Verfes ; ami how ocher$> wheri 
*- ftraggiing about after the Defeat, ha<i been re^ 
^' Keved with Meat and Dtials^ for flngmg feme 
!f of his Compofitions "• , 
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Nor were thofe who fell honourably in this Un- 
fortunate Expedition, lefs obliged to Euripides, tbaa 
the Survivors. ,. For 4je paid ilic^Jsft Duties to 
their Memorjii',Tia.a laoft paffionate 'Ea-zx^Hoi-, or 
Funeral-Elegy ; a Fxtigmenc of »hi«bi is (has fee 
down in Plutareh*^.: :- • ■. . ' >' - : ' 

.■ :■ ^■-..ri/i::, .. , ': i -i ...■:' . 1 

EIght^ti^ne«ther put-aU ^<wiiftMa*gh«; J 
. WhUe Heav'Q flood NettKr to UiW^ ffkq f igbK 

Sopko^s and. he; as the Cwogrett Metiers <;^- the 
lame Trade, are commonly thought to have 
mamtajne^ ao^uew Iptimacy ; ^ tc ,|^ . nQii till 
•tbo.latter Part ofiheir Lives. Yet his lecond E- 
piftle is utdref^'d to Saphccles^ who was. then in 
theWftmi Qiioi i coagraculitinghi^Safety, after a 
5bip-wred(. and condolin!^ the Lofs of bis Trage- 
die§by;ilbat, Accident, as a corampn Misfortune to 
Grt«te;^ye^ fuch as n)ight eafily be repair'd, inaf- 
niuch as the wur;hy Author of them furvived. If 
tjtus Ef^V^^ be genuine, there was without doubt 
>. faicUfderitanding at la(t between thefe Great 
jP^pfoijis : A' Point, which wib be confirmed £ar- 
tlw, wfae^ we come to take notice of Sophocks's 
Behavifjui.ttpon the, News of &tripitUs's Ceath. 
- H^,HupKiur and Carriage ■ axe reprefented &S 
giave and feri^V'ati*^ not much inclijied to. tbe 
Q^d^ary Oai^Ey^of P^ets^ AubuGeHitu f haspre.- 
fffffsd'vnotahW Epigram oS Alexander th^^^oli'- 
9»r Wk.vhi^ .^tl^s ^^iipptwt o£ bis Xetnper iaA6m<- 
wotrfyibivlt. ,,; 

* In Kimi. f Lib. ly . c. JOl ■_ -> 
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Mf fM^Miuiir ci!xA* 2 ri yc0^'Cll nr if 

This Spafk oi Anaxgarav^ School, 

I always took for a rough ftubborn SoaL 

His aukward Qourt ne'er wears^a fmiling Look ^ 

Kor all the Power of Wine can raife him to a Joke, 

Yet when lie writesi the Syrens croud his Tongue, 

And with fair Honey mix the flowing Song. 

As to Lov45-Matters, the common Bufinefs of 
his Profeffion, hrs Charader runs double : For we 
find him diftinguiflied by the Tide of Ui^ay^iH in 
Suiias and GeUiusy and by the quite contrary Ap- 
pellation of ^iK^yvvni in Athenaus. But the appear^ 
lAg ContradlAion may be eafily fak'd. His con* 
tinualCare to fill his Plays with Satyrs ag^inft 
Women, might well make him efteem'd a Hater 
of the Sex, as far as his Pen was concerned. And 
'twas for this Reafon, that Arifiophaner, in one of 
his Comedies, fet a Jury of Women to try him, 
for his Offences in that kind. Yet this does not 
jn the leaft hinder^ but that he might admire the 
6ood Part of the Fair World, as much as he per^ 
fecutcd the Bad. ScpbocUs knew very well how to 
make this Diftindion upon his RivaU Some body 
in his Company, was calling Euripides a Woman- 
llattfr ; TeSy fays Sophocles^ Hi is fo indeed upon the 
Stage^ but not in the Bed * . Accordingly, it's a^ 

*Athin4usA.i%. . * 

^ * greed 
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freed by common Confei^t, that he had two Wives; 
and fome £iy, both at the fame Time* 

It: was about 9 Year after the S^cUian iDefeat^ 
when Euripides , being overcome with the In trea- 
ties of King ArcbekuSy }cft Ather^Sy for the Mofedo^ 
nian Court. That, excellent Pripce- is particularly 
famous for his Refped to Learned Men, and for 
his robbing the <7r^/iiii Academies of their qmi- 
nentPrpfeflfors. Sp that ^here*s no need of believ- 
ing the common Story, that our Poet trudged coii^o- 
cedon for no other Reafon, but becaufe he was a(ha- 
med to (how his Face at home, after he had carch'd 
one of the Adors a-^bed with his Wife> and was 
plagued on that fcore by his Enemies the Comedians. 
The Veneration that Archelaus profefled for his 
Senfe and Wifdom was fo.high, that SoUnus *tt\\s 
us« he was honoured with the chief Place in the 
King s Council. 

Tbw^ are a great matiy fmart jSayings recorded 
which he pafs*d on feveral Occ^fipns, while he 
waited op that Prince. Particularly, one Day, a 
yojung fluttering Courtier joking upon him for his 
ftinking Breath ; My Mouth has reafon to ftink, fays 
he, becaufe fo many honeft Secrets have rotted in it f. 
The famous Anfwer he made Archefaus is pf a nobler 
Strain^The King, it feems, was continually teizini 
him to celebrate his Actions and Glory in, a Tragic] 
Piece ,;•. when once prefEng it more home, and 
feemjng qxtremely importunate, Euripides burft ouc 
into tjais ferious Reply ; Pray Heavens your MajeJIies 
Reign may «^?^^ afford the SubjeH of a Tragedy $. 

In the mean Time, his Enemies at Athens did not 
fail CO make the worfl Conftruftion of his Journey 
to Maceaon ; gs if he defigned for the honourable 
Profeffioh of a Pimp or a Parafite. This was the 
SubjeA of that Epiftle to Cephifophon, ^vhich is the 

.-•^-Cap. «5. t StctdHs Scrm. 39. ^g«i rfyopprtr. $ Diomd. 
Grafhmat. dc Poem. Geo. 

I laft 



114 Ti&^LiFE ^/EuRiPlbES. PartL 

laft of thofe Pieces, as we now have thein. In it, 
he excufes himfelf from having any Thoughts of 
increafing his Honours or his Riches^ by changing 
his Country and Way of Life ; and advifes his Friend 
to joyn with him in defptfing thofe pittiful Stories, 
which could never hurt any Body, but the Authors 
of them. 

He had pafs'd but a few Tears in this Cotm, 
when an unhappy Accident concluded his Life. 
Ovid telts us what it Was, when be wiflies his 3is 
the fame Fate. 

Utgue cothurnatutn vdiem tuteld fDian^^ 
iDilanient vigilum te quoque turha canum 

Or maifl thou feed 2)iana\ watchful Train, 
Like the fam'd Matter of the Buskin'd Strain. 

Indeed, his Death is generally charged upon the 
King's Dogs : But whether this happened through 
Envy of feme of the Courtiers, or by mcer Chance, 
is very far from a Deteriiiination. Every Account 
jives him the fame unfortunate End, atfd yet dif- 
fers from the reft in the particular Manner of the 
Adion. Only fome, indeed, will not have him to 
have been corn in« pieces by Dogs, but by a Mob 
of Women ; as old OrpheUs had fuflFered before him. 
Suidas places the Time of his Death in the pjd 
Olympiad : atiB the Arundelian Marile in the Se- 
cond Year 'of that Olympiad; which falls in with 
An.Mund. 3598, before dunSaviour435 Years. By 
this Account, he fliould ^jniave been now Seventy 
eight Years old ; whereas, the common Relation? 
of his Story, fixing his Birth later, will have hini 
die in his Seventy Hfth Year. 

The 
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The News of his fad End, arriving at Athens^ 
fpread an nniverfal Sorrow thro' the City. Even 
Sophocles was fo far from rejoycing at the Removal 
of his Rival) that he is reported to have brougi\t 
his Adors on the Stage in Mourning Garment;, 
and without their Crowns ; and to have appeared 
himfelf in the fame melancholy Garb * . Nor did 
he long furvivey deceafing, according to the bed 
Accounts, in the ^ery fam6 Teat. 

Euripides^ Corps was removed, froih Prmifcus 
where he died, to the City Pella^ and there in- 
terred with the higheft State and Solemnity. King 
Archelaus himfelf^ not contented with the chief 
Concern and Expefnces of his Funeral, did him the 
farther Honour of Mourning for him, in the bfu- 
al fafhion of the Country, and (feavM his H^ad, 
for a vifible Toien of continual Grief f • The 
Monument ereiSed to his Memory, is fuppo- 
fed to have been of Marble, adorned with the Po- 
et's Statue in the Tragick Garb, and hung abouc 
with the common Appurtenances of that Artj and 
the Enligns of Bacchus^ the Foundei^ atid Pa- 
tron of the ProfeflBon. The Macedonians^ as Aulus 
Gellius $ tells uS) were fo proud of it, that they 
turn'd their common Boaft into a Proverb, 

Thy Tonib, Euripides^ fhall ne*er dec^y- 

And therefore, when the Athenians fent Corhmifli- 
bners to deflre his Bones, for the tf anfporting them 
into the Place of his Nativity, the People -abfolute- 
ly denied the Requeft \ declaring, they would parr, 
on no account, with fuch honourable Rdicks. 



* Tho, Maglft. ifl Vit£i^/>. f ^''^^«' c* if. S Lib/ if. c. 
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The City vdiich prefetved his Aflies, being 
feared near Pietia^ the Birth-place of the Mufes^ 
whence they took their Name of Pieridesy gave oc- 
casion to this Epitaph, which we find infcribed to 
his Memory in the Amhohgia ; 

Toy ^Knvn (Ai/^iyfipvv dnJ^ivct^ KoffjAOV 'A-S-wyiV, 
Toy ^o^in r^dyiKh yLi^iyavov x^U^tC 

Kkk l/x»A.f^ XliKKoAov vT* iejLov* Si eti hir^K 
TliiCMt^y yetitif a^%63^/ nitei<^»y. 

Tho\ by a Fate unworthy fnatch'd away. 
Thou gav'fl tDiana^i Pack a noble Prey 3 
Thou fweeteft Glory of th' jitbenian Stage, 
That with Grave Senfe could'ft mix thy Tragick 
Rage 5 
^ Yet ftiall't thou live while Bella's faithful Land 
Hides thy Remains from Crooked Age's Hand^^ 
^eUa ^ierid's Neighbour ! for 'twas fit, 
The Mufes Servant fhould attend their Seat. 



Plutarch * relates, that this Monument at Pella 
was ftruck with Lightning ; and that fuch an Ac* 
cident never happened but to thefe Relicks of £»- 
fipidesj and thofe of Lycurgus; which, he fays, may 
ferve fot a Confolation to the Poet's Admirers, 
and for a fufficient Argument of his Deamefs to 
the Gods ; that he (hould have the fame Ruin befal 
his Remains, as had formerly difpers'd thofe of 
Lycurgus^ a Man of renown'd Piety, and a peculiar 
Favourite of Heaven. 



* In l/feuri. 
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The Burning of* his Monument m thisremaka- 
blc manner, furni(h*d the Grecian Epigrammift with 
a happy Subject for this little Piece j 

*A MAJtiT/^ HKiyA'jBt Tfi6^» icivn* iWdt TVpad-iU 

^liyyi0i TAvd?if}dv ffiifjt.etliQ' hoeiiit^,. 

One Urn thy A/hes boafled to contain, 
*Tij1 Heaven's quick Lightning fcatter'dthem again: 
'Twas Jon}e\ own Work to clear the Mortal Load« 
And purge thy nobler Relicks to a G O D. 

The People of Athms^ when they found it im- 
poffible to recover his BoneS) were contented to 
raife him an Honorary Tomb in their own Country; 
whLch was remaining in Paufanias's Timie *. And 
*tis to this Monument, we are to refer that pret- 
ty Dtftich of an Epitaph, extant in the common 
CoUe&ion of Greek Epigrams; 

Thou art thy Tomb's Memorial, that's not Thine^ 
While thy fair Glory makes the Marble fhine. 

Which Thought feems to have been imitated in the 
latter Part of Mr. Drayton s well known Epitaph in 
Weftminfler" Abbey. 

The Story how the Originals of his Works, to- 
gether with thofe of Sophocles^ came into King. 
Pt\ihm/s Hands, when he was founding his famous 
Library at Alexandria^ told by Lylius Gyraldus and 
Mr. Barnes, on the Authority of Galen, is to this 

* Astic, p. 3. 
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iPurpofe. ^^ The I$.iDg fcnt to Athens^ to delire 
'' thofe Books for the increafing bis Colleftion ; 
" but the City refufed to Comply : Within a little 
*' Tipe after, there happened a great Dearth ia 
" Attica ; and then Ptolemj denying them the Im- 
" portation of any Corn from Egjft, pnlefs they 
^* anfwer'd Ijis old Demand , they were forced t(^ 
" part with the Treafure, to keep themfelves froin 
" ftarving " . Whatever Authority thofe Great 
M^n had for their Relation, it*s certain^ the Ac- 
count in Galen^ is very ditferent. King Ptolemf^ 
fays he, fent to the Athenians to borrow the Original 
Manufcrifts of Sophocles, ^fchylus, and Euripides^ 
in order to tranfcribe them for his Library^ hfing dovm 
in their Hands fifteen Talents of Silver^ bj way of &- 
curity. ppon receipt of the Books ^ he took care to have 
them wrote out on the fafrefl Parchniein^ and fet off 
with richeft Ornaments ; and then, keeping the Origin 
pals^ he fent the Copies to Athens, with this Menage ; 
that the King defired the Gty to accept of thofe Books, 
and of the Fifteen Talents^ which he had left in their 
Hands . 'that they had no Reafon to be angry ^ fiice^ if 
he had neither fe^tt them the Originals nor the Copies, 
he had done them no Injiiry ; as long as they themfelves, fc 
by taking the Security^ fuppos^d it 0. fufficient Repara- 
tion^ in cafe of a Lofs*. 

Among all the hard Cenfures that have been 
pafs'd upon Euripides, whether on account of bis 
Condud, his Manners, or his Stilei, there is not 
one, which dares touch on the nobler Excellencies 
of his Wifdom^ and his Pafjion. ^Tis for this Rea- 
fon, that he has been always efteem'd the moft 
ufeful Man of his Art, for Human Life, though 
others may have the Advantage of him in Pc- 
light. 

• Qnltn. Tom: f. Fol. 1^6. Edit. Mi. 
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The fame Oracle that pronounced Socrates the 
Wifeft of Mortals, gave Euripides the fecond Place 
in the Chara&er of Wifdom, and honoured Soph(h 
cks only with the loweft Degree. 

S^^df ^o^^KKni^ ffo^oTfp®- 'Et/ecTf/if^, 

It feems a little ftrange, that while this Tefti* 
mony is fo often brought to eftablifli the Honour 
of the Philofopher, we ihould fcarce ever find ic 
alledged to credit the Poets. But perhaps'Men 
were afraid of injuring the Divine Moralift, by 
joining him in Chara&er with a Couple of Play* 
Wrights. And the Great Origen t is of opinion, 
that the Devil, When he delivered that Sentence, 
by giving Socrates thofe Partners, purpofely obfcur'd 
his Glory, while he was forced in fome meafure 
to applaud it. 

However, as long as the End of Poefy is to In^ 
flruB ; and fince the Gravity of the Ancient Trage- 
dies made them appear fomething more than bare 
LefTons of Virtue, it will not detract from the 
Glory of the Great Socrates^ to call thofe Perfons 
Wifej who advanced the fame Truths as himfelf. 
At leaft, he will be contented to allow Euripides a 
Share in that Title, (ince . he was pleas'd to honour 
his Plays with his Company, when he denied that 
Favour to the other Matters of the Stage $ . 

Plutarch then had good reafon, to a0ign WIS*. 
D O M, as the peculiar Charader and Glory of 
Euripides^ Works. For tho' the other Tragedians 
propofe the fame End, the regulating of Men's 
Notions about Providence and Human Affairs, the 
reprefenting Vice in all its Deformities and Mif* 
chiefs, and the painting Virtue with the higheft 
Beauties, and with the beft Rewards i yet he vj\\\ 

* Schol. in Ariftoph. p. 131. SuidAs 10 ▼. co^iu f Contra 
Celf. p. 33 J. % JRiUm. Var. Hift. 1. 2. c. 15. . 
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always appear to have anfwered rhac Dedgn, with 
fo much the more Advantage, as he added the 
Strength of Philofophy, to the Powers of A&ion 
and of Verfe. For thus by a Courfe of frequent 
Sentences, he inftils all his good Principles and 
Counfcls, by the immediate Conveyance of the 
Ear. Whereas, in the other Tragick Pieces, the 
People were inftrufted more by what they faw, 
than by what they heard. The whole Adion and 
Scope of th^ Play might perhaps recommend fome 
noble Virtue to their Praftice ; becaufe they be- 
held either that Virtue thriving happily in fonic 
Great Perfon, or the contrary Vice procu- 
ring as remarkable Misfortunes. But this was ra- 
ther teaching by Pifture and dumb Show, than by 
Word^ and Precepts : While the written Part was 
all fpent in bringing about and adjufting the In- 
trigue, without interniixing many new Advices, 
for fear of retarding the Grand Defign. But 
now Euripides, befides their Advantage of (ha- 
dowing one great Duty by the main Adion, has 
inferted a long Train of inferior Rules; and has. 
given thefe in direft Words to the Audience, 
without putting them to the trouble of making 
inferences from what they fee. And tho* the firft 
of thefe Ways may be thought the moft artifici- 
al InftruSion, the other will be pdmicted as the 
moft ufeful> or at leaft as the moii fuitable to 
common Apprehenfions. 

'Tis on the account of this Wifdom, and this 
forcible Way of teaching, that Quintilian. when 
he is giving his Young Orator a Lift of Authors,' 
with their proper Charafters and Ufes ,• while he 
does but juft mention Sophocles's Name, paffes on 
pr'efently *to a long Recommendation of Eurifi^ 
desy as far the moft beneficial to a Man, who de« 
(igned to rule the Forum. His Language, whib 
fome reprehend as inferior to the Grandure cf 

the 
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the Buskin, the Rhetorician, for the fame Reafon^ 
cfteems and applauds, as approaching nearer to the 
Scile of Oratory. Then, as to the happy Abun- 
dance of his Sentences, and his delivering the Grave 
Precepts of the Ancient Sagei, he thinks him 
almoft equal to the Wife Matters, themfelves i and, 
in his Speeches and Anfwers> comparable to the 
TOoft commanding Pleader at the Bar. And ends 
his Charader with the moft taking Part of it, the 
Excellency of his Pailions^ and his unrefiftable Force 
of raifi^g Pity. 

None can deny, but that the Virtues and Ex- 
cellencies which Quintilian here recommends to 
his Orator's Imitation, will have their Ufe and Va- 
lue in proportion, with all Perfons who are enga- 
ged in the Bufinefs of the World. They will be 
better Citizens by reading Euripides, and better 
Verfifiers by doating on Sophocles ; and will ac- 
knowledge juft as much Difference between the 
Advantages they receive from thefe two Authors, as 
they fii\d between their Civil, and their Poetick Ca- 
pacity. 

Not but that Sophocles has his Inftruftions too, 
and thofe the moft curious and the moft refin'd. 
But alafs ! his very Excellencies render him of lefs 
Service to thp World. All the old Magick of 
Poefy has been long fince concluded ; and the Mu- 
fes may as well expeft again to draw Stones and 
Trees into Order, as Men into Virtue, by their 
Arts and Power. People are no more to be led 
into Societies like Bees, by the Force of Mufick. 
The World, in its Infancy, might learn Goodnefs, 
by fweet Violences, and pleafant Deceits : But now, 
it pretends to be more Manly ; and fcofns to be. 
trick'd, tho* to it*s oivn Advantage. We as much 
defpife a Poet, who hopes to enforce Virtue by 
the Harmony and Artifice of Verfe, as a Phyfi- 
cian, who endeavours co cure by Charm. Things 

muft 
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muft be laid down in a plain Way, and the Q>ur(e 
and Method of Nature exadly followed. If Vir- 
tue and Vice will come upon the Stage, they muft 
lay a(ide their Scenical Habits, and appear naked 
and unmaskM. Other wife we are apt to take the 
Liberty of thinking, that they only indeed aft a 
Fart, and are juft fuch Machines and Fancies in 
the World, as they arc in the Theatre. 

'Thus while Euripides, does not fo ilouch endea- 
vour to prevail on our Senfes, as to make an im^ 
mediate Conqueft on our Minds ; and rather con- 
vinces us by Eloquencej than amazes us by Pomp 
and Show, we admire and efieem him the more, 
the more he has fail'd in the formal Rules of his 
Art ; and are ready to acknowledge him the chief 
of Tragick Profeflors, becaufe he kindly defcends 
to our Levelj and wears his Buskins lower than 
the reft. 
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ARISTO'PHANES. 

TH E Age of Ariftofhaius needs noc come un- 
der Enqniry ; fince noae can be at a Lofi 
where to fix the famous Pekpotmefian War, and the 
more timous Story of the IXrine Socratei. Buc 
then his Country or Birth-place is little undcrftood^ 
The old lUuftrators quarrel, and defie one another 
on the Point ; and the Oracle of lus own Work^' 
which 
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vjhich acquaints us with moft of his Circuinftances 
and Concerns, is but in vain confulted about this 
Plfpute. There is indeed oiie Paflfage in the 
jichdrnian, which feems to hint, that he fometime 
lived in JEgina, and might therefore probably be 
born there. The C&or«i Becwe^^r^the fifcond and 
third Ads, are commending thePoet, Ws the De^ 
liverer of his Country by his Wifdom, arnd as a 
Man that was admired by ail the V^prl^ ; and 
then they go on, 

A/c2 T^y vfJLsti AAKii'Atyiivtoi rnvei^livw f9'^)tet:^uvjai^ 

* I L 

*Tis for his fjike, the Spartans fecm inclin'd: 
To beg JEgina^ and invite a Peace : ; ' 

Not that they value the poor Spot of Grouiid ; 
Sut hope that Claim muft rob you of your f^oet*. 



xf / 



We may only guefs hence, that his Pottunes lay 
in that Ifland. And this was Pretence eno6gh for 
his Enemies to acciife him to the- Magiftfacy as a 
Foreigner, and as a falfe XJfurper of the Privile- 
ges which Athens allowed her Citizens. They fay, 
became off with great Applaufe from this Charge, 
only naming one Philip an Athenian Freeman for 
his Father, and proving it with two Verfesof -Hb- 

1 take my Mother's Wdrd t My Mother vpwn, 
*Twa« He : I know not : Who can (wear ise knows t 

• Pag, 402. EAit^Oildffr. f Vk,Gr4c. per Schdiaft. 

Thus 
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Thds wherever fhc -was- born, he had nbe Ho- 
nour to be admitted ffiee:iDenizen of ^hens^ vfh^ 
vther Naknre 'had.ghireaiiimra ITicle to ir, or whe* 
cber his Ingenuity fuppUtd ihim wi^ a3 fair A 
Righc. V 

Mis native Courage (iliid Honour, and his pn>* 
fefs'd Averfion to a iiecvHe Government, deferv*ll 
to procure him ahe higheft Employments in rte 
Scare* £ut perhaps he did the Common- wealth as 
much Service on the Comick Stage, as 4ie could 
have done in the Council or in the Army; 'Twas 
he, that dar'd entercairijihe wfaote Ci^y^^t th^ 
Expenoe of the 'Magiftrates tReputations ; eould 
inform them df^tbe.pcmidous Beiigns of theit 
Leading .Officers ; "ami could himfetf aft a Ckmy 
a poweirfciil Vi Ham, when owry onte of the Com- 
mon Pliers dedincd^ fo dangerous a ' Par t"^. 'Twais 
he, that by the fame bold Method 'df^^inftrudioD^ 
could remind a whole People of the Defeds in 
their Publick Juftice ; and of .the Mifcarriagesin 
their Politicks, and in their Arms. And what 
was the hardieft Enterprize of all, jcould attack 
their fuperftitiousWorftiip, without incurring thofe 
general Refencments, which had fallen on ^fiiy^ 
lus arid Euripides for the fame good Attempt. Ic 
looks indeed fomewhat like a Piodigy, to fee;the 
Comedian blacken the incomparable ibcriz^^^, by re- 
prefenting him asa Defpifer of the popuUr Religion ; 
while he himfelf, in iome.other of his'Pieces^: has 
exposed the fame vulgar .Errors, and came off with 
Approbation. The Reafon of the ftrange Diffe- 
rence can be only this ; that ArifiophatJts, ;hy the 
Force^ and Authority of his Wit, held t^^^^^m more 
abfolutely at Command, than the good Philofo- 
phcr, with all his Wifdom, and with ^11 his Yer- 
tue. 

* Vit QrM. 

All 
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All his Plays, which are come fafe to oor Hands, 
appear to be a See of wife Refleftions, on the Af- 
fairs and the Conduft of the Atbemau People, thro' 
us fainousaCourfe.df Tears as any in Hiftory, the 
Time of the great Pehpumufian War. And therefore 
Plato (hew'd a great deal of Judgment^ as well as 
ft great deal of private Efteem ; when he recom- 
mended Ariftophanes's Works to Denys the Tyrant, 
who had defired to be informed of the Condition 
and the Polity of Athens ^. 

The Chorus in the Acharnian, whom there has 
been occafion to cite before, takes care to let as 
know what Name and Charader their Poet bore 
at home and abroad. They had been reminding 
the Audience of fome good Offices Ariftophanes 
had done the Qty by the Power of his Comick 
Mufe ; and then they carry on the bold Vaunt in 
fuch Strams as thefe. 

Tavta TOii^Af ^jt^KKSv Jiyti^ii^ euri^ i^v yiyifffjeu. 
Toiyifloi vvv eib rSiv nixe^p. <f ^opop J^if tiiriyoyli^ 
*Or/f ntAfiKifJ'ivivffiv Aduvaioif etTuv rH^inMA: 
^Ot€ ag fiATiHOf Acuf /tfifcorW mpi^fi^AV fiebfcUflC^t, 

Tirous ^ l^n rois *Ar<^pi^wj -toAw ^t a^iov^ yty^vS^cu 

\ 

This 18 the Man, who blcfs'd you with his Service j 
And taught the wrangling Tribes to ufe their t^ower^ 
And now your Tributary Friends from far 
Hock to the Town to fee the Sacred f^oet 



*Vit. Gf4r, t Pag.4Qi* « 
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Who dares fpeak Truth, and hazard Life for Juftice. 
So ht his bold Exploits have fpread his Fame, 
That when the mighty ^erjian Monarch held 
The Spartan Envoys, wond'ring at his Queftions ^ 
He firft demanded, which o'th Rival States 
Rid Chief at Sea 5 and next, which People liv'd 
Under the wife Corredion of our Author. 
For they, cry'd the Great King, muft needs Reform % 
And, while they take the Poet to their Counfels $ 
Under his Conduft may command the World. 

But dfcer all the fair Parts of his Charader^ 
there lies an eternal Refle&ion, on his good Ha- 
mour at leaft, if not on his Virtue and Principles^ 
that he (hould profefs himfelf a mortal Enemy to 
tbb two wifeft Athenians of his Time, Socrates and 
Euripides. 

We hare a full Hiftory, of his wicked Attempt 
flgainft the Philofopher, delivered by Mlian ^ ; whe-- 
tner truly or not, may be enquired into by and 
by : His Relation is to this Purpofe. Anytust and 
the other Accufers, who had form'd a Defign a« 
gainft Soctates's Credit and Life, were not fo lenfe- 
lefs as to imagine, that the Judges would be very 
willing to receive an Impeachment of the Wifeft 
and the Befi of Men. And therefore they concluded, 
it would be the bcft Way of proceeding, to pre- 
pare the Minds of the Athenians^ by railing the 
Scandal by Degrees. In order to this, they hir'd 
AriftophaneSy with the confideration of a good round 
Sum, to cxpofe the Philofopher on the Stagp. 
They inftruded him too which way to direft the 
Satyr, To reprefent Socrates as an impercinenc 
Virtuoibj and a trifling Difputant ; one thatcouki 

♦ Vtr, Hift. 1. i»cap. ij, 
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argue Pro and Con at his Pleafure, and prove Rieht 
Wrong, and Wrong Right in the fame Breath : 
And efpecially to hint at his introducing tiew Kinds 
of Demons, and Powers unheard of before ; as if 
he flighted the Conamon Deities^ and theprefenc 
Manner of their Worlhip. 

Ariflofhanes^ who had no more Honefty than his 
Poverty would allow, eafily fwallow'd the ]^ribe; 
and falling to work, according to their Dire&ions» 
composed the Comedy of the Qouds. The Aiheni^ 
ansy who expe&ed nothing lefs than to fee fuch a 

' Great Man ridiculoufly perfonated in the Theatre, 
at Hrft were in a general Wonder and Surprize. 
But being naturally envious> and apt to detraft 
from thofe Perfons, whofe Learning or Vertue had 
taifed them above the common Level, they were 
afterwardis tickled with the -pleaiant Satyr ; and 
gave the Prize to Ariftofhanes with univerfal Ap- 
plaufe. 

On the Faith of JEUan^ i<re commonly build qor 
'Notions of this Tranfaftion ; and agilee to condemn 
all Athens of as much Folly and Madnefs for ap- 
proving the Poet's Slanders, as we do the Poet himfelf 
tor inventing them. Even the moft ingenious Madam 
JDacier, who has lately given us the two firft of 
Arifiophanes's Comedies in fo fine a Drefe, is not 
fokind as to vindicate the Credit of the PhilofojJher, 
or cenfure the Judgment of the Audience : While 
obferving only*' that there was no need of -corrupt- 
ing the Poet with a Bribe, (he feems to admit ibe 
reft of jElians Story, as a true Relation. But 
how will the Scene be altered, if, after all, the Di- 
vine Philofopher (hould appear to have beeo vin- 
dicated by the common Voice of the Judges 5 while 

^^be profane Poet was' fo far difcountenanced, as 

• In Pr«f. 

to 
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to fee the Comick Prize given to a much Inferior 
, Performer ? Yet as fair a Con jedure as this may 
be drawn from the Play it felf, as we now have it* 
For chat Patabafis inferred in the Chorus between 
the firft and fecond Ads *^ is nothing elfe but a 
dired Addrefs, made by the Poet to the People, 
commending himfelf, as the moft experienced Man 
in his Art, and this for thebeft of all his Pieces; 
and at the fame time complaining of their Un- 
kindnefs; that, with all thefe Advantages, they 
ihould before defpife and damn his Play, and deny 
him the publick Teftimony and Reward. Now 
the old Scholiafts agree to expound this of the ill 
Succefs which the Clouds met with at the firft Pre- 
fenting ; when Crattnus and Amipfias were crown'd 
for the beft Comedians, and Ariftophanes exploded 
with univerfal Scorn. 'Twas vfcry natural for the 
Poet, after the Hrft Misfortune, tocorred his be- 
loved Piece againft a fecond Trial ; and to add 
this Speech, by way of expoftuiatlon with the Aa« 
dience ; and to beg a mote favourable Sentence t 
And therefore ic may well ferve for a Prologue, 
according to the prefenc Laws of the Theatre, as 
Madam Dacier has placed it in her Tranflation. 

So far then the whole Body of the Athenians are 
juftified, that they did not encourage the Poet*$ 
firft Attempt, in exposing their great Mafter and 
Inftru£lor« But if it could be made out farther, 
chat this Piece was never reviv'd on the Stage, tbo' 
corrcfted by the Author, they would come off 
with Honour from the whole Accufation. Tec this 
Point too will admit of a probable Proof in their 
Defence. For one of the old Scholiafts when be 
is expounding the Parabafis already mentioned, fays 
exprefsly, i ^tpofleu al J^tJ^AttAKicu A J^Jo ¥i^ihSp, Thtn 
are no Memorials which explain the ASling of two 

K ClOl/DS: 
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CLOUDS; or, there are no Memmab vihicb make 
the Clouds to have been aSted twice. As for the other 
eld Gentleman, who in his Iliuftrations prefixed to 
the Piece, affirms it to have been prefented a fe- 
cond time ; he fixes that Time in the very next 
Year' when Aminias was Arcbon. But now in that 
very Tear when Jminias was Arcbon^ Ari/hphanes^s 
other Comedy of the. M/afps was played, as all a- 
gree. And in this Piece of the IVafps when the 
Chorus defire the Audience*, not to receive thePo-* 
et's Labour fo unkindly as they had done before ; 
the Scholiaft only obferves, that The Tear tefire he 
prefented his firfl Clouds^ and came off with Dtfgrace^ 
Yet here he had .a fair Opportunity of telling us^ 
that it was afted a fecond Time more fortunate- 
ly ; and that in thi^ very Year, if the Thing had 
been really true. This is the Argument urged by 
the moft learned P^/iwm«i t . Yet fuppofing thtt 
Qtieftion to be incapable of a Decifion^ whether 
or DO the C/ouds was twice prefent^ ; fince we 
have Demonftration, that it was once certainly ex- 
ploded, when it can:>e on the Stage, this is enough 
to alleviate in a great mcafure the heavy Cenfure, 
which has Iain fo many Ages on the Athenian Au- 
ditory ; and to (hew, that ^Uan was more a Lo- 
v6r of Socrates than of Truth ; when to advance 
the Character of the Philofopher's Patience and 
Magnanimity, he traduced the Vertue and the 
Senfe of the whole City. There is one Part of 
his Narration yet behind, which may be provM 
grofsly falfe, and will therefore put a better Co- 
lour on our Sufpicion of the reft. He would per- 
fwade us that the Accufers of Socrates^ got him 
thus ridiculed in a Play, as a Preparation to his 
Publick Arraignment ; and to try how the People 
would bear fuch an Attempt. But now, fince it 

^ Pag. foi. f In Excrcitat. fij^pl 
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appears from feveral Paffages ki the Play f, thac 
ic was written, while Cleon was alive ; and CUon 
dying, as Euripides * has recorded, in the Tenth 
Year of the Pehponuejidn War, that is, in the third 
Year of the 8pth Olympiad, it is very ftrange, 
if this (hould pafs for the Introdudion to the 
Trial and Condemnation of the Philofopher ; 
which happened in^ the p$th Olympiad, above 
io Years after Cleon s Death, and therefore more 
after the Afting of the Qouds. So that there's no 
Occafibn to fuppofe any other Reafon for Ariflo^ 
fhanes's Undertaking, but the neceffary Difagree- 
ment between the Liccntioufnefs of the Old Co- 
medy, and the StriSnefs of the Old Philofophy. 
And then his Hatred to Euripides, the Philofophi- 
cal Poet, may be in a great Meafure attributed 
to the fame Caufe. It is well known, that Socra- 
tes would never by his good Will enter the Thea- 
tre, but to hear fome Performance of that Tra- 
tedian, whom he efteem'd as much a Preacher of 
lorality as himfelf. It is thenefore a moft.lamen- 
table Miftake of the Author of the Latin Argu- 
ment J prefixed to Ariftophanes's Frogs, when he 
tells us, that the Comedian wrote that Play to be 
revenged on Euripides, for his Tragedy of Palame-^ 
iesy under whofe borrowed Name, he had up- 
braided the Athenjans with the Murder of the 
Great Philofopher; whereas the Death of Euripi-^ 
desy and the Ading of the Frogs, are always pla- 
ced in the P3d Olympiad, and the Condemnation 
of Socrates, never before the ninety fifch. 

We are not informed how. long Arifiopbanes liv*d ; 
It is probable he reached a great Age, fince we may 
reckon near Forty Years that parted between his 
Achamian and his Plutus, the firft and the laft o£ 
his Comedies which we now have. 

+ PMbnif. Excrcitat. p. 729* t Lib. f . p, 1^7. gpagi 
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The Honorary DJftich compos'd on him, as is 
thought, by Plato, will piake large Amends for the 
Lofs of hi* Epitaph. 

Seeking a Shrine, that ne'er Ihould be defec'd. 
The Graces pitch'd on Jriflopbanes\ Breaft ! 

That Plato was indeed his great Friend and Ad- 
mirer Olympiodorus affures us in the Life of the 
philofopher. And this Epigram, if genuine, toge- 
ther with the Recommendation of h.s Works to 
Diomfttts, were fufficicnt Marks of this Efteem.= 
But It happened a little unluckily, that the incom- 
parable French Udy, in the Preface to her Tranf- 
lation (hould remark farther •; that To tejltfy mm 
tarticularlj the ReffeSl he ««^*^'%«!'i> '*f fff r** 
\ave him the beft Place in his S Y M P O S I U M ; 
and put under his Name, the fine Difcourfe •mhtch he 
makes of Love ; giving us to underftand by this, that 
ARISTOPHANES wax the only Man, who 
cmld talk agreeably of that Pajfim. For whoever 
compares the Speech that Arifiopbanes makes in 
that Dialogue, to explain his foul Notion ot Love, 
with thofe of the other Speakers on the fame Sub- 
left, will be far from thinking, that he has the 
beft' Place in the Banquet ; and from allowing chat 
to be a fine and an agreeable Defer iption of a na- 
tural Paffion, which is an open Panegyrick on the 
moft unnatural of Vices. This Obiervation can- 
not feem to detraft from the juft Praife of Ma- 
dam Dacier : A Man can fcarce think on her, and 
the admired Partner of her Studies and of her 
Bed, without addreffing her with Ckudians old 
Compliment, a little alter'd ; . 
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Conjux digna viro / nam tantum cmibus extat 
Fosmineis^ quantum fufereminet ille marim.. 

It's a receivM Diftindion of the Grecian Corner 
dy, into the OW, the Middle^ and'the New. The 
firft was a, bare-faced expofing of the greateft Per- 
fons on the Stage, without the leaft Difguife of 
the Subjeft or of the Name. This is the labtrtjr 
which Horace commends at the Beginning of his 
fourth Satyr. But he tells us the ill Confequen^ 
ces of it in his Art ol Poetry ; 

- in vitium lihertas excidit^ Cf vim 

fDignam lege regi. Lex efl accefta 5 cbortifqtie 
Turf iter obticuit^ fublato jure nocendi. 

*Till, with licentious and abufive Tongue, 
The Chorus wakcn'd Laws coercive Powers, 
And f«rc'd them to fupprefs it's Infblence. 

The Middle Comedy fucceeded when this was 
prohibited by the State ; and prefented real Faults 
and MiiearriageSj under the Difguife of borowed 
Names. 

The New or the Third Sort, was an entire Re- 
formation of the Stage to Civility and Decency; 
obliging the Poet, to fupprefs the A&ions as well 
as the Names; and without making any particu- 
lar Reflexions, to give only a probable Defcription 
of Human Life* 

The Queftion is not decided, whether, when 
Horace fpeaks of the taking away the Licentiouf- 
nefi of the Chorus by Order of the Magiftrates, 
he means that ic was taken from the Old Comedy/ 
or from the Middle. The old Interpreters, and 
the Tribe of Modern Criticks, with Scaliger * at 
their Head, declare for the firft Opinion. Buc 

♦ Dc Poet. lib. I.e. 7. p. 30. 
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Mondeur Dacier^^ who has fo often fliown us 

Lucans Fighc ; 



Concurrere SeUum^ 



Atque Virum 



advances the other Expofition of the Words : as if 
Horace were not taking notice of the firft Reforma- 
tion of Comedy from the Old to the ASddk; bat 
of the later Regulation of the Middle into the New. 
But if each Side were fo generous, as to retreat a 
few Seeps, the difference might poffibly admit fome 
Accomodation. For while the firft abfolutely denies, 
and the other as pofitiyely affirms, the Middle Co-' 
medy to have had a Chorus, it might be maintained 
between both, that the Mddle Species had indeed 
fome kind of Chorus^ but fo moderated and fo re- 
ftrained, that Horace might properly fay it was 
jhamefully Jilenced^ while it only lay und^r this Con- 
finement. And thus both (ides will be acknow- 
ledged partly in the right : Dacier^ while he afferts 
a Chorus in the Middle Comedy ; and the other Cri- 
ticks, when they tell us, that the taking away the 
injurious Liberty of the Chorus, conftituted, in a 
great meafure, the Second Species of Gmedy^ and 
not the Third. Every one knows, that the main 
Opportunity which the Chorus had to abufe parti- 
qular Perfons, and to talk faucily of the Govern- 
ment, was in the Interludes ^ or the long Speeches 
between the Ads. Now tfaefe being entirely ba- 
nifhed in the Middle Comedy^ the Chorus might ftill 
retain the Pare of. a Common A&or without Of- 
fence ; as we fee pra&ifed in Arifiophanes*s Plutus, 

It were happy, if he^ as he has left us the only 
Collection of Crr^ci^tt Comedies, had obliged us too 
with an Example of each Species. But whatever 
his Ancient or his Modern Illuftrators may pretend^ 

Vr 
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it tivill be impoffible to find any more than the Old 
and the Middle Strain, in his Pieces which furvive. 
And therefore thofe learned Men niaft needs be over- 
feen, who will have the two Attick Laws forbidding. 

Toy *Ap%tfy7* ^ttvi^Z^ KauatJ^ety, & l^&yi&x^Sv €^ hyiyLd[\Qr^ 

to expofe a Chief Mags/Irate openly in a Comedy^ or, to 
name any Perfon in thofe Pieces, to have been made 
in Ariftophanes's Time : * Or elfe he muft have un- 
derftood thofe Laws, as if they prohibited rather 
the Perfonating of a real Citizen, than the fcouting 
him ; rather the abufing him by ASiion, than by 
Words. For in the ^lutus, but now mentioned, 
which is owned for the laft and the mofl; Reformed 
of his Pieces, he has feverely reflefied on feveral 
Perfons, and thofe of the higheft Railk ; and has 
nam'd them too in the Cenfure. 

If a Man was to attempt a Charafter of Arijio^ 
phanes^s Comedies in our Times, he would certainly 
begin with telling us, that we muft not expeft- 
there the Nicety of Rules, and the regular Con- 
duft, which has added fo many Graces to the 
Modern Stage. For in all his Pieces, except the 
Plutus and the Clouds^ the new Criticks might look 
in vain for their yfnities and their Ordonnance; 
which perhaps was one Reafon why Madam Dacier 
thought none of the reft fit to be put in her Coun- 
try Garb : becaufe in them only he feems as much 
a Frenchman in Contrivance, as her Tranflation 
makes him in Language. Tho' without doubt her 
main Argument for flopping at thefe Two, was,, 
becaufe all the reft fmell fo ftrongly of the Rude 
and Debauched Original of the Art, as very often 
to offend the Chaftity of Common Ears; and much 
more the Modefty of a Lady. 

The Td Tfimv and the «9©-, the Decorum of the 
Stage, and tht Natural Charaders^of Men and 

K 4 Manners 
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Manners wcrelmprovemcnts that Comedy was then 
a Stranger to. The main Beauty and Defign, be- 
ing the T^ y%Koiovy the Ridicule ; arifing not from 
the real Imitation of any Perfon or Aftion, but 
from the reprefenting them rather quite difierent 
from their proper Charafier, to make the Speda- 
tors laugh at fomerhing very odd and very fur* 
prifing. Thus, as Mr. Dryden obferves, " When 
*' wrc fee Socrates brought upon the Stage, we are 
** not to imagine him made ridiculous by the Imi- 
** nation of his Aflions ; but rather by making 
" him perform fomething very unlike himfeli; 
" fomething fo childilh and abfurd, as by com- 
" paring it with the Gravity of the true Socrates^ 
** makes a ridiculous Objeft for the Spedators .*'* 

But then this Rule was mixed with fo much 
Sharpnefs, and fometimes Virulency, that it gave 
the Audience not only a tickling Pleafure, but in- 
cenfed them with a real Hatred towards the Perfon 
expofed. And it is for this Reafon that ScaHger 
fays, t that Horace*$ Way in Satire, is the fame 
with that of Ariftophanes in G)medy. 

Plutarch^ n^hofe Senfe and Judgement are as 
much refpcftcd and admired as any thing in An- 
tiquity, has left a moft heavy Charge againft Ari^ 
fiophanes's Writings, jn his comparifon ot Him and 
Menander. Were the entire Piece extant, we might 
have fome Hopes of mollifying the Sentence, by 
fome more favourable Part of the Difcourfe. But 
in the Epitome of it, which we now have among 
his Moral Works, the Cenfure ftands very fevere. 
The chief Crimes he objefts againft our Poet, are,* 
that he makes ufe of bafe, fcurrilous, and naufeous 
Language ; and now and then aflfeds a Tragical 
inftead of a Comical Stile : That he obferves not 

♦ Effay on Dramatic Pocfy, p. 37* '• 
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the Diflferencc of the Perfons that fpeak, nor ap- 
plies Thoughts and Words accordingly ; but with- 
out any Nature or Decorum brings in Gods, He- 
roes, Kings, Citizens, Old Men and Women, Fa-» 
thers and Sons, all fo exactly like one another 
in their Phrafe and Talk, that they have nothing 
in the World to diftinguifli them but their Habit: 
That his* Jokes wound and exulcerate inftead of 
curing : That he never attempts any Charafter, buc 
he is fure to fpoil it ; while, if he is to reprefent & 
Cunning Fellow, he does not make him Politick, 
but down-right Wicked ; if a Countryman, inftead 
of defcribing Ignorance and Caution, he gives us 
the Pidure of a meer Fool : If he raifes Laughter 
in the Audience, it proceeds from the Dulnefs o£ 
the Jeft, and is direfted not againft the Subjeft but 
the Poet : And, if he is to defcribe the foft Paffion 
of Love, from Mirth and Gaiety, he turns to 
Loofneis and immodeft Freedom. 

Now the greateft Part of this Accufation may be 
cafily wiped* off from the Poet, and thrown upon 
the Times. The Old Comedy, we know, had 
then the Command of the Stage ; and all the nau- 
feous Kinds of obfcene Ribaldry were as eflential 
to that, as Nature and Decency were to the New. 
The Severity of Jefts was their main Beauty : And 
tho' this might, as he fays, ulcerate and wound 
the Perfqn expofed, yet to be fure it did not fail to 
tickle the envious Audience. He feems a little un- 
jutt, when he charges the Poet's Jokes with Dull- 
nefs, whereas there are many the moft diverting 
and merry in the World. But fuppofing they did 
not take in fo polite an Age as Plutarch's ; this is 
no Reafon why they might not make an old Grecian 
Audience buxil with ^tighter, while the Genius 
pf the Times admitted nothing elfe for Wit. We 
{kc Horace Scouts the Jefts of Plautus, which were 

ihQ 
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the Wonder of his Fore-fathers : And the Cafe is 
the fame with our Chaucer^: That being now appli- 
cable enough to either of the Three, which an in- 
genious Gentleman obferves of the laft ; 

In vain he jefts in his unfoliff>d Strain^ 
Ani tries to make his Reader laugh in vain* 

What Plutarch obferves farther, of the Poet's 
Dot obferving the Rule of applying the proper 
Language and Manners to each Sex and every Age 
and Condition, is grounded on as bad a Bottom : 
For this was a Pcrfeftion of the New Comedy, but 
negleded with univerfal Allowance in the Old: 
Not that fuch a Liberty juftified abfolute Contra- 
didibns in the fame Chara&er; but only the draining 
that Charader fomething beyond Nature and Re- 
ality, to furprife and amufe the Spedators. Thus 
we find fuch ThoughtSi and Words, and Defigns, 
given to a Parcel of Manni(h Strumpets, as would 
aimvoft exceed the true Boldnefs of the other Sex. 
Thus we fee an ill-manner'd Citizen painted, with 
the Bluntnefs and Stupidity of a Ruftick; and 
the grave Socrates reprefented with as great a 
Mixture of Folly and Madnefs, as our Sir Nicholas 
G inter ack. 

That Part of the Charge too muft be confefled, 
where Ariflophanes is faid to affeft in many Places a 
Tragick Style. But then it will be as eafily de- 
fended, as granted : For even according to Horace^s 
ftria Rules, which were calculated for the laft Re- 
formation of the Stage^ though 

Verfibus exponi tragicis res vomica non vult ; 
Inter dum tamen^ £5? vocem Comosdia tollit. 

If Horaces Diftinftion is not taken for a- full 
Excufe, becaufe it feems only to allow, here and 
there> fome paf&onate and great Strokes in a Co- 

niedy^ 
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medy, and aoc a general Lofcinefs of the wh<^ 
Pieces. Tet this coo ts very pardonable, when the 
Delign requires a ridiculous Height of afieded £-- 
loquence and Scile. Thus, in the Parliament af 
ff^omen, while the grave Matrons . ftrut in their 
Husband's Cloarhs, and feize the Adminiftration 
of the Scare into their Hands, tis fit they ihould 
Talky as well as All and Look like Senator^. 

There is indeed one Part, throughout almoft the 
whole Covirfe of Arifiofhamsh Plays, which is writ- 
ten in a loftier Strain than ordinary ; but which 
too will be excufed as foon as named. Whoever 
underftands the Nature and Ufe of the Chorus^ 
cannot be ptfended that it^s Generous and Manly Part^ 
is fliown in grave and elevated Verfe ; and chat the 
poet does not e^thort to Vertue, in the fame mer- 
ry Scile in which he encounters Vice. To tell the 
Athenians in a direft Addrefs, the Folly of fome of 
their Counfel^ and the Benefit of others : To in- 
spire them with Heat and Vigour for a War ; or 
to perfwade them ferioufly to court a Peace : To 
return folemn Thanks to Heaven for Bleffings on 
the City ; and to implore the future Protedion of 
fhe Tutelar Deities ; were all Subjeds too nobk 
for the? common Speech of a Comedian. And as 
long as the Chorus had fometimes the fame Em- 
ployment in both Species of the Drama, it could 
not be abfurdi if it ufed coo the fame Language 
in both. 

Upon the whole, Plutarch s main Quarrel with 
Arifiophanes, is his not being like Menander. And 
this is as unjuft a Reafon to condemn him, as if he 
{hould have fallen foul on his own Thefeus^ for not 
ufing the fame Arms as Romulus^ or cenfured Rcmu-- 
lus^ for not fighting with the Condud and the Dif- 
cipline of Julius Cafar. For the old Comedy, as 
well as the old Method of War, was agreeable 
to its proper Age. And if the later Improve- 
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ments in bothi Ihould be acknowledged to be 
founded on better and more univerfal Reafon ; 
yet we have not fo much Pretence to be angry 
with thofe ancient Mafters for negleding them, as 
with Nature, for not putting them into their 
Heads. 

But Ariflofhanes\ Credit does not need fo poor 
a Plea, as the Rudenefs of the Times to fupport 
it. For though we fliould grant his Chara&ers to 
be falfe, his Jokes malicious or oblcene, and his 
Defigns irregular; yet the Excellencies of his pure 
Stile will always keep up his Name, at a juft 
Height in the World. He has been long acknow- 
ledged on all hands, for the happy Engroflfer of aH 
the Charms, and all the Delicacies of the Lan- 
guage he adorned ; and for the great Treafurer 
of the Attick Graces. And certainly, we may be 
better contented to fcramble, ameng fome Dirt and 
Rubbifli, for all the Gtacian Beauties in Arifiafha^ 
nes^ than to dig thro' much deeper Heaps of Or«- 
dure, for a few Latin Elegancies in Petrtmius. 
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THEOCRITUS. 

AMong all the Complaints that have been made 
againfi the old Tribe of Grammarians and 
CommeDtMors. cbere is not one with lels Injuftice 
taken m, than that which taxes them with their 
hard Uuige of Tbtomtus's Story. For, as if it were 
impoffible for thero to agree In their Verdict tho* 
upon the {ilaiDCft Evideace, ive find them ftrangely 
divided 
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divided in their Accounts of the Age and Coun- 
try of this Poet ; when, all the while, he hjmfelf^ 
if they would have taken his Word, has fetcled 
both the Points beyond Difpute. 

In an Epigram commonly fet in the Front of 
his Poems, and perhaps according to the Author's 
Original De(ign, he thus acquaints us with hi^ 
City and Family. 

*E7^ iTiTO 7tov ^rrnKKm ^^it Sv^MJCO0'i&r, 

Chios can lay no Title to thy Mufe-J 
But Vm T'beccritus of Syracufe^ 
^raxagoras and fam'd ^ hi Una's Son ^ 
And I ne'er \yrote a Verfe but was my ovirn. 

And theui as to his Age, one would think *twcre 
impoffible that (hould raife a Quarrel, while the 
two IdyUiums reniain, addreflfed to Hierq King of 
Sjracufey and to Ptolemy Philadelphus of Egyft. This 
Hiero was the fame famous Prince, whofe A&ion^ 
are recorded in the firft Book of Polybms Hifto- 
ry. He recovered the Regal Honour to his Fa- 
mily, after it had been Ipft almoft Two Hundred 
Years; beginning his Reign in the. feeond- Tear of 
the 1 25th Olympiad, as Cafauhon has made out in 
his Obfervations on that Hiftorian * : Tho' Pau* 
fanias t makes him to have obtained the Crown in, 
the Second Year of the iioth Olympiad; and tho' 
Cafauhon^ when he wrote his Ledions 6n I'heocri^ 
rfii$, has followed Pau fanias in the Miftake. As 
for Ptolemy Philadelpbus^ the Commencement of 

hi3 
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his Reign is conftancly fixed in the 123d Olympi-* 
fld. 

Hiero^ though a Prince who made a great Noife 
in the World by the Fortune of his Arms, and by 
the Fame of his good Government, yet feems to 
have expreffed no great AffeSion for Letters. Which 
is fuppofed to have been the Occafion of T'heocti^ 
/»i's fixteenth Idyllium^ infcribed with Hieros Name; 
where the Poet afferts the Dignity of his own 
ProfeflBon, complains of the poor Encouragement 
it met with in the World ; and after a very arti- 
ficial manner, touching on feme of the Nobleft 
Virtues of the Prince, flbows whar a brave Figure 
he would have made in Verfe, had he been as 
good a Patron, as he was an Argument, to the 
Mufes. . 

It's probable, this Unklndnefs of Hiero was the 
main Reafon which prevailed with Theocritus to 
leave Sicitj for the Egyptian Court, where King 
Ptolemy then fat, fupreme Prefident of Arts and 
Wit. And we may guefs that the Poet n\et with 
kinder Entertainment at Alexandria^ than he had 
enjoyed at Syracufe^ from his famous Panegyrick 
on Ptolentf^ which makes his fevenceenth Idy Ilium ; 
and in which, a£cer the Praifes of his Race, his 
Poorer, and his Riches, he extols his generous 
Protedion of Learning and Ingenuity, as fome- 
tbing beyond the Degree of common Virtues and 
Excellencies. 

There are no farther Memorials of the Poet's 
Life to be gathered from his Works, except his 
Friendfhip with Aratus, the famous Author of the 
fhammena. To Him headdrefles his Sixth Idy Ilium ; 
His Loves he defcribes in the Seventh ; and from 
Him he borrows the pious Beginning of the Seven- 
teenth. 

Tlheocritus lies under an unhappy Cenfure in rela- 
tion to his Death. For if Ovid means him by the 

SyraQuJtan 
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Syracufian Poet in his Ibis, he muft fccm to have 
fufferedy either from his own, or from other Hands, 
the (hamefql Fate of a Malefador * But it will 
not be very infolent to fay, that in fuch a trivial 
Bufine£s, Ovid himfelf might be miftaken. For 
tho' the old Commentators on the Place, tell us a 
grave Story of Iteocritus's Execution, as there 
hinted at ; and the Occaiion of it, yet 'tis pofilbie 
the whole Matter may lye in confounding Theocri^ 
tus the Rhetorician of Chios ^ with Theocritus the 
Poet of Syracufe ; tho the Latter in his Epigram al- 
ready fee down, has taken particular Care to be 
known and diftingui(hed from his Name-fake. 
Now it's true enough, as Plutarch^ and Macrobius § 
will witnels, that Theocritus of Chios was executed, 
by Order of King Amigonus ; and the Reafon of 
his Misfortune was his moft unfeafonable Wit* 
For having committed a very high Crime againft 
that Prince, (who, by the way, had but one Eye) 
and He promi(ing him a Pardon, provided he 
would come into his Prefence to accent it, his 
Friends were very urgent in haftening his Journey 
to Court ; and told him, he need not queftion ha- 
ving his Life faved, as foon as ever he (hould ap- 
pear to his Majefty's Eyes : Nay then (cryed Theo- 
critus) I am a Dead Man^ if that be the only Cona- 
tion oj my Pardon. And this coming to Antigonus^s 
Ear, he juftly eileemed the Raillery an Addition to 
the former Treafon, and accordingly order'd Juf- 
tice to proceed. 

It cannot fairly be omitted, that the attribu- 
ting the Fate of Theocritus the Rhetorician to The- 
ccritns the Poet, was Hn eafy Slip, inafmuch as 
the former alfo pretended to ibroe Knack in Verfcj 
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and has an Epigram or cw^o preferyed in Lamit^ 
and Plutarch. 

Though "Theocritus paffcs^jn common fifteem, for 
no more than a Paftoral Poet; yet heismanifeft- 
ly robbed of great Part of his Fame, if his other 
Pieces have not their proper Laurels. For (not 
to fpeak of the few little Epigrams) as the larger 
Share of bis Idylliums^ cannot properly be called 
the Songs of Shepherds, fo tliey are in too great 
Repute, to be banidied frofh the Charader of their 
Author. 

At the fame Time he ought, n6 doubt, to lay 
his Paftorals, as the Foundation of hfs Credit. And 
upon this Claim he will be admitted for the happy 
Finifher, as well as for the Inventor of his Art ; 
and vj\\\ be acknowledged to have excelled all his 
fbllfowrng Rivals, as much as Originals ufually do* 
their Copies. He has the fame Advantage in the 
Rural, as Homer had in the^Epick Poefy ; and 
thde was, to make the Cri ticks turn his Prafiice 
into eternal Rules, and to meafure Nature htrfelf 
by his accortipUlh'd Model. And therefore, as to 
enumerate the Glories of Heroick Nunibe.rs i,s 
the fame Thing, as to caft up the Sun) of Homer^s 
Praifes r fo to fet down all the Eleauties of f^afto- 
ral Verfe, is no more ihan an indireft Way of 
making' fo many ftiort Panegyricks* on Theocritus^ 
Indeed, Theocritus has been fq much happier than 
HomeYy as Virgifs Eclogues arc reckoned more une- 
qual Imitations than his ^neis. 

It muft be owned, that the Dialed which TJ^eo- 
eritits wtote Id, has a great Share in hfs Honours. 
Thfe old Dorian Phrafe feems to have been intro- 
duced) an pprpofe for thefe Compoficions; Or one' 
would think this uras the plain Language of the 
Golden 'Age; and tha^ the Poet had exprefled tHc 
Speech of' thefe good Mortals, as well as the Man* 
iier$4 r Qor the other Hand, many excellent' Jud* 

I- gcs 



145 fIbeLiti ^/Theocritus. Part U 

ges have maintained, chat his Mufe now and then, 
rather (hows Herlll*breeding^than her Simplicity: 
ifbac her Country Air and Tone are both a little 
uncouth ; at leaft that they appear fo to the Elc« 
gancy and the Nicenefs of Modem Times. Now 
to this Cenfure, it might, with Submiffioi^ be re- 
turned ; that unlefs the Shepherds are aUowed 
feme ruder Liberties in their Words and Carri* 
age, they will feem to be abridged of the Privite* 
ges of their Nature and their Q>nditioii* For tho' 
they ought not to be either grofsly ftupidj or critical- 
ly refined ; yet it would be a fafer Error to let them 
finell rank of the Field, than to deck them with 
the leaft Sprueenefs of the City. We fee the ill 
£fiFe&3 of the contrary Pradice, in the famous 
Paftorals of the kaUans and of the Rimb ; who 
have turned their Swains into Courtier^ for fear 
of making them Clowns. 

It feems indeed reafonable enough, that the 
Purity of Modern Tongues (hould not admit the 
Ufe of a groffer Dialed, even in Pafloral- Pieces: 
Though, as for our &lves, the Scotch SMgs^ which 
pafs with fo much Applaufe, fkow that it is not 
impoffibk to revive this old Con4ud among ut 
with Succefs. Hovirever, Theocritut is Hoc to be 
judged of by 'the Manners of our Times^ but by 
his own. We mufk not conceive the PtorfoniMrt 
in His Paftorals like thofe in Sfincer\ 

Feiding tbtir Flocks nfm the Nilts vf Kent f 

but in the rude Fields of ancient &iaif: And h»et 
they may be as ruftick as they pleafe, without Of* 
fence; though jf^^re perhaps they ought to" haiire 
been more cautious and more decent. 

It's certain Quimiltan, hotttvet he has been of 
Ikte mifconftrued, never intended his Judgment oa^ 
'fheocrkus for a Reproacbv when he ot^nrve^ tbae 

Mi 
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liis Rufikal Mufe iuas mt^ afiaid to afp$ar m t&g 
Pbrum^ but ^wn in thi Gty *. For the Rhetoridin 
tovAd mean no more, bat ^hac the Language and 
iht Thoughts of TAeomius''^ ShepherdjS ought nei- 
ther to be imitated in PuUick Speaking, n6rinany 
gallant Compolure. tet the Poet might, for al£ 
thiSj ii admirabie in his Way ; as indeed QuintiHaH 
in the fame Place expfefsly pronounces him* 

But ihoiikl the I^ale6lt of T^eoeriius VKfi be adk 
Initted am6ng his Graces, he oan produce eoiouglll 
beiides to fecure his Rural Crown from the bc^deft 
Competitor. Mr« Drjden aexno^leiiges bim to 
have been raifed above T^rgil bimiel^ t>y thfs mv* 
fhitable Tendernefs of hisPa^ns; by t1^ jftiopfi-^ 
<fty of bis Wit, never departing from the Plains^ 
tnd Cottages; arid by an Art that he hfts of b^^ 
fraying his Learnings (as his Nymphs do thM 
Love) meerly by endeavouring to ccxiceal it* Tbeidf 
£xceUMcie^ Mr. Drydeu f would fti^, to diftinguifti 
the Sicilian Poet, from all dthers in the World ) 
And to pretend to eonfirm his Judgment, woaldi 
be the fame Rafimefs as to oppofe it. 

To l^y nothing ctf t^rgil^ who difdams a meao^ 
er Censor, as well ii vL meaner Tranffatoir than Mr. 
Drytktt^ ft i#ifl be no Breach of Modefty to^ afirm ; 
that the greateft Part of the fucceeding Paftorats^ 
a^e as far dtftant from thel^ OrMtnenc^ as from 
tfhe Age that produced them for their Patternsi 
The Perfons introduced have not only the Speech, 
bat th^ Addrefs and the Carriage of 6(intlemen': 
Their Love is the higheft Gallantry, and their 
Wit the choiceft Invention. Oijr oWn incompara* 
ble Sir PhiBp Sidney has fallen into the cpmmotif 
j^mooT) the' not. in the common Fault, ^me of 
Ris Shepherds tallt jA as fine a Strain of Sen£e 
gild Elegancy^ ars it each Was a true Phili/ides : 



^ 
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Showing IVits (as PaBadiuf obferved) that might bet- 
' ter become fuch Shepherds as Homcr /peaks of^ who are 
Oovernors of the People y than fuch Senators who hold 
their Council in a Sheep- cote * . But then with what 
a matchlefs Judgment has that noble Author fra- 
med a Neceffity for hisPraSice? The old Epick 
Poets, when their Heroes accomplifli any Ad- 
venture that feems placed beyond the Reach of 
Human Force, vfalve the Probability, by joyning 
the miraculous AiBftance of the Gods : And, Sir 
Philips when his Rural Lovers a& and talk above 
the Nature and Charafter of the common Inhabi- 
tants of the Plains, refers the whole Bufinefs to 
the extraordinary Influence of Heaven, He is 
eareful talet us know, that the particular Favour 
of Prwndericc had not more d>ftingui(hed his Arca- 
dia from ether Countries^ by the Benefits of the 
Climate, and of the Soil, than' by the Parts and 
the Wifdom of the People, and that thefe were as 
Common BUfJings as the others : T'he Mufes having 
chofe this Country for their chief repairing Place ; and 
having befiowed their Gifts fo largely here^ that the ve- 
ry SHEPHERDS had their Fancies lifted up to fo 
high Conceits^ as the Learned of other Nations were 
content^ both to borrow their Names, and to imitaH 
their CunHing f. 

Thofe JdyBitms of 'fheocritus^ which are not ad- 
mitted for Paftorals, are pf fo different Kinds, 
that no Man has yet attempted to reduce thefa 
into Claffes. Salmajius § contents himfetf to fay, 
that we may call them what we pleafe befidesPaf- 
toral Verfes : And Heinfius *% though be tells us 
he could diftinguifh them,, yet wifely declares, he 
will leave the Tasky for other Men to try their 
Judgments upon. But perhaps it would fave a 

* ^rr4ir>. ]rag.f4. f Arcadia, pag. 9, § InSolin, ** LcdJ. 
Theotra* €ap. \^ 
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n«edlef$ Trouble to call them all together by the 
Modern Name of Poems on feveral Occafions. Aud 
this Notipn Hienjius himftlf muft in forae Meafure 
favour,, while he obferve5,.that the Ancients gavje 
them the Title of Idylliums for no other Reafon, 
but to exprefs.the Variety of their Natures. But 
though they cannot be divided into Heads fit to 
exprefs their form, yet th?y may fall under fuch 
as will diftinguifti their Praifes. For the Nine 
firft, and the Eleventh, being all that are acknow- 
ledged true Paftorals, there are Abundance of o- 
thers, which are therefore only not Paftorals, becaufe 
the Scene of Bufinefs does not lye in the Plains 
and Feeding Grounds, but in fome other Part of 
the Country ; not among the Shepherds, but a- 
mong their Neighbours as rude and fimple as thcm- 
felvcs ; fuch as the Reapers in the Tenth IJyilium, 
tbe Go/^ps in the Fifteenth, and the Fi(berme» in. 
the Twenty-firft, &c. Now thete Pieces have a 
Right to moft of the fine Things that are ufually 
faid of the Paftorals, to which they are fo nearly 
allied. Several others of the JdylUums are little 
Copies direfted to private Friends, on fome parti- 
cular Account; as the Twelfth, theTwenty-eighth, 
the Twenty-ninch, &c. Thefe neither agree all 
in Dialeft, nor in Meafures.; yet for their general 
Air of familiar Simplicity and Morality, meet 
with a common Efteem. The Nineteenth and the - 
Thirtieth, on Cufid flung by a Bee^ and on the 
Death of Adonis^ feem both to be written with 
the Spirit and the Delicacy of Anacreon ; the lat- 
ter only having the farther Benefit of His Num- 
bers ; though the firft too has now recovered that 
Advantage in the Englifb which it wanted in the 
Greek, 

. But the mofl admired among thefe Mifcellane- 
ous Pieces, are the Panegyricks and the Hymns, 
addrefled tp VtoUmy^ Hiero^ Caftor^ and Pollux^ and 

L 3 Jierculfs ; 
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Hinuks ; f>y which Theocrims has fliown. that h« 
(fts well as I^Ypl did afterwards) could upqp occar 
(ion, rai^ hi; Sicilian Mufeto a fcfiier Strom i that 
he underftpod the Gaiety and Wifdom of the 
Court, and the Bravery of the Campi as yretl a^ 
the (Jmple Honeft]\and Har^inefs of the Coun-* 
try; and, in (hort, that he coqld as wdlfing tl)e 
Combats of Heroes^ as the Conteption^ of. Stkt^ 
herds. 
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LTCO'PHRON. 

LrCOPHRON was a Native of the City 
Chakis in Eubma. His Father Socleus was a 
Grammarian by Profe£Son ; afrer whofe Death, he 
had the luck to be adopted by L^cus the Hiftorio* 
grapher*. We may be fatisfied of his Proficiency 
under both their Cares, by juft looking on his Po- 
em that furvives ; and we (hall be ready to ac- 
knowiedge, that^ whatever other Fortune they 
might leave him, he was certainly the full Inheri-^ 
tor of their proper Arts. One would almofi think, 
that the only Defign of the Work, was to unite 
their CoUedions, as he had done their Familie;s ; 
iind thfit the Verbal Stores of Socleus, joined to 
lotus's Hlfiorical TreafWes, had furnilhed Cajfan^ 
dra with all the Oracles (he delivers. 

It is neceffary to fall thus fuddenly from the 
Author to his remaining Labour, becaufe he has 
fcarce any other Memorials to entertain us with. 
We are told indeed, that he lived under Ptolemy 
Philadelphus^ and made a Star in the poetical PUias^ 
which (hone in that Reign f. Ovid $ informs us 
farther, that he died by the Stroke of an Arrow. 
We bear too, that he was a very voluminous Au- 
thor, though only one of his Pieces has arrived at 
our Age ; that betides his Critical Effays in Profe, 
he exerciCed himfelf with fair Success in almoft all 
the Fields of Poefy, from the Lofcinefs of Trage- 
dy to the humble Spirit of Anagram,' which lays 
Claim to the Honour of his Invention. - But thele 
Notices are of little Concern to on.e that is impa- 

L 4 tient 
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tient to be acquainted with his Raving Lady, and 
who will gUdiy let Qajfan4ra$ Story make amends 
for the I>sficiency of Lycophrons. 

The common Account of this unhappy Prophe- 
tefs Informs us, that (he was Daughter to King 
Priam of Troy, and that being courted in no very 
Honourable way, cither by Apollo, or, as fome 
will have it, by his Priefts, upon Promife of the 
Gift of Divination, if (he complied j (he firft got 
foffeffion of tjie Reward, and then honeflly denied 
the Service. But her baffled Suitor in revenge 
for the Injury, found a way to turn his Grant in* 
to a Curfe. For, procuring it. to be ordered by 
the Voice of the Oracle, that no Man (hould e- 
ver credit what Cajfandra faid ; her Infpiration 
proved a dcfperate Torment to her, inftead of a 
fleavehly Favour, 

This then is the Foundation of Lycophrons 
Piece. Caffandra, or as (he was other ivrfe called, 
Alexandra^ is fuppofed to be (hut up in a clofe 
Tower, as wefl to ^eep her from frighting the 
People, a5 to try whether the folitary Confinement 
ipigl]t not bring her to her right Senfes. During 
this Reftraint, her fupefffitious old Father com* 
mands the JCeeper to come and bring him a punc- 
tual Account of all that the Princefs had faid un- 
der her Fit. This Recital made by the Keeper, 
Js rhe Form of the Poem. He begins with a Pro- 
rtiife of Faithfulnefs, and, having hinted to the 
King, how different a Manner of Speech flie had 
now ufed from her common Strain, appearing a 
meer Sphinx, and affefting the darkefl and the moft 
perplexed Thought and ExprcflSon ; he then pro- 
ceeds to repeat her whole intricate Speech to' the 
King. In which, beginning at the Voyage of Pa^ 
ris, who was then failed for Sparta^ on his amo- 
rous Expedition ; She throws out, in a moft terri- 
ble Rant, a Prc4i&ion of all the Miferies that 
^ " " Ihould 



Parti. TbeTLtivicfhYcovHKot^. lyj 

fliould be occafion'd by this Adventure : The .Ca- 
lamities of the Tei) Years Siege of Troy, and the 
no lefs ftrangelXfafters that ihojald happen^ as 
well to the returning Viftors, as to the difperfed 
ReUcks of the conqqer'd Peo4>le. ,At laft (he en- 
quires into the Original Caufe.of the Quarrel bcr 
tiveen Europe and Afia ; and, having delcribed the 
ilealing away of Europa^ the Ypyage of the Argo^ 
pautesy and the other famous old Contentions ; fii€ 
looks forward to the Defign of Xerxes againQ 
Greece ,• and having reached ;he Times fucceeding 
Alexander the Great, ihe there breaks off^ upon a 
fudden Remembrance, that no Body will, at. pre- 
fent, believe her. And then the Keeper, with a 
(hort Epilogue to the King, concludes the Poem i 
which is a Kind of Tragick Monody, or Narrative 
of a fingle Perfon. 

Thofe who are not fo equal Judges as to diftin- 
guifti between the Defign and the Execution, will 
be fure to condemn a Poet, whofe chief Ends are 
Inftruflion and Delight, for ufing fuch a Condud> 
as by rendring him wholly unintelligible, muft needs 
m^ke him appear very unpleafant. But whoever 
can pardon Lycvphron for the Rafiinefs of his Un- 
dertaking, cannot fail to applaud him for the 
Greatnefs of his Succefs. If it be reckoned fo 
glorious in a Modern Tragedian to hit the (horc 
Charafter of a raving Perfon,. and to fuit the 
Language to the Extravagancy of the Condition : 
What an Atchievment was it, to fill a whole Piece-^ 
with the fingle Reprefentation of a Poflefled La- 
dy, and yet never to tranfgrefs againft Nature and 
Decency ? In drawing the Image of common Mad- 
nefs, 'tis enough to be handfomely abfurd : But 
when the Frenzy is fuppofed to be Divine, and the 
Fit to proceed from a Miraculous Tranfport ; then 
there muft be a dark Confifiency of Speech, as 
well as an appearing Diftradion : There muft be 

the 
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the dbfcure Certttoty, w ivrfi as the open Fary of 
an Oracle. And iH*at couW better anfwcr fuch n 
Ptojeft, than to jein in cere mH tXftourfe, alfnoft 
all the IVrrfis, and aflmoft all tbe Adventures of the 
iMft copioas Language, and oF the moft copioos 
Hiftory in the Worid ? 

If we add to thi^, the LireTinefe of the TranP- 
porting PafKon, and tbe ^nifittal Scrangenels of 
the DigrcflSons 5 it will not be Honour enough, to 
fix this Piece «s the bett Epitome of the Cr^rf^w 
Tongue, and of the Gred^m FaMeS : But Ljc(fphrm 
win n\aintain his Se^t in the Confletlaiion if Poetfy 
hbwfcverfome late Critiques hare attempted to 
j^ull him from his Sphere. And though we Ihonid 
Iiippole, that he formerly made but a dark Figure 
in that Station ; yet the cloudy Spots arc now happi- 
ly removed ; the, Riddles and Myfterics are now ex- 
plained, Md^Caffafklra is at laft come into Oredit 
and Efteem. 
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CALLIMACHUS. 

C'SAlLlMACHUSmfshommCyrene\ the 
4 fkmdus City of indent Uiyd. His common 
Title of Batti0des makes the Grammtrians ufual- 
}y aflign one Battus for his Father : But perhaps he 
may as utrell <lerive that Name from King Battus^ 
die Founder of Opr^m^ fmn whofe Line, as Stra*^ 
h t alfores us, he declared hifnfelf to be defeend* 
jfcd. We ate not infcu'med of the particular Tear 
of tiis fiif th ; thoo^ fe^ of the P^s have been 
fergottet) by Bnfebius. However it is agreed, that 
he commenced his Fame i^der the Patronage of 
Pt$kntj Phitadelfhus^ and eonttttuM it in the Re^ 
of his Snocefibr Pidemy Buei^i^ei ; whofe (^een 
jpirenice having confecrated her Locks in the Tem«» 
pie of f^ttUi^ and a dinning Mathematician having 
ftden them thence to tranflate them to Heaven^ 
gave Oecafion to the ficie Elegy of this Foet, 
Which we have now only in the Latin c£ Cand^ 

Whoever was his Father, the Poet has paid all 
fiis Duties and Obligations to him in a moft deli^ 
cate Epitaph, which we find in the Amiologia^ and 
Which duomtj that Martial had good Renfon to 
affign him the Crown among the Grecian Writers of 
the Epigram. The old Gentleman is fuppofed 
thus to addrefs the Vifitants at his Tomb, 

^Orf k igiif TA^ aHfjLA 0i^ TiJ^ft Kdt\kffjLeix^ M* 
, V^i Kvpuroctf nitdi^Ji tc ^ ymrnv, 

t S/M^.l. 17. p.838. t Pag.837« 

Stranger ! 
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Straoger J I beg not to J)e^knQwn.but thus, 
Pachcr and SoQ Wa Cj^Z AlM^^CffUS. 
Chief of a War, the firft enlarged his Name 5 
And the laft fung. what Envy ne'er /hall danm : 
For, whom the Heavenly Mufe adtnir'd a Child, 
Oti His Gray Hairs thb Goddcfs always fmil'd. 

Before CalUmachm wa« recommended to the Fa- 
vour of the Court, he cawght School in Alexandria^ 
and had the Honour of breeding Apolhmui the 
Author of the Argonauticks ; who making him but 
an unkind Requital for his Labour, provoked Col- 
limachus to vent his P^ffion in an Invedive Poemi 
levell'd againft his ungrateful SchDlac, under the 

Srproachful Name of IBIS* ; nfrhich furniflied 
vid with a Pattern and a Title for .his Biting 
Piece of the fame Nature. 

How capable fdcver our Pc^c migfit be of the 
higheft Attainments in Vcrfej he feems to have 
h^ a particular Fancy. for lhorc.Copi.es: And 
when his envious Rivals ufed to alledge this as 
their main Objeftion agalnft his Mufe, that Ihe 
could not attempt any Thing of Bulk,- he gave 
them the ingenious Anfwer at the End of the Hyma 
to jipotlOf which feems tp be compofed and intro- 
duced with all that jirty which Ovid makes 
the great Excellency of CaSimachus. ^ 

OvK iycLfJLeu ^ idiJ'hy of ovi"^ oca toj/?©-, ««/«. 

Aasveia ^olA(4oio (jLiyAf p6©-, eu^Kd ta «-oAA^ 

A»o? «^'«* ^ To/lbf vS^eof (piifi\i(rt MsA/ojo*, 
AkK* tfr/^ *rtO-rtp» Ti «J A'XfSfJAdv]®' dvi^irei . 

ni/fltifc©- ^ h^m oKiyA KiCdf^ AU^¥ itilov. 

Sly 
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Sly Envy in his Ear Apollo toW, • 
He's po5jjHftj2tt writes lefs than a Sea can hold. - 
Apollo fpurn*d the Monfteroff, and faid, 
See vojl Euphrates hgw his Billows fpreadj 
JBlfej^e the Loads of Muck that prefs his fid^, 
And foul the Water, while they raife the Tidfe; 
BlM not witHT-fqiior drawn at every Stream, 
Great C^r^ 'sMaids regale their Heavenly Danics 
But fome untainted Chryftal JBrook fuppUes 
It's fpotiefs Drops to purge the Sacrificcr 

The Scholiaft on this Placq/obferves, that to 
(iop the Mouths of. thefe Petrafiors, the Poet 
compofed his Hecatey a Work pf^a larger; fize ; now 
Ipft, but frequently cited by GYeaian and Kmia]i%,%\x^ 
thor^. • . . . . ^ , 

Thofe few Perfons who, have a right Ta%^,jiivl 
a juft Efteem for thefe fmaljer CompofitionsJ wilL 
think that Callimachus needed nothing elfe %o eri- 
fure his Reputation. And if it be true, what.Sirf- 
da% reports, that he wrote above eight hundred Pie- 
ces, he will (Und free enough from the Imputation 
of LazioeJds, though he have no .unwieldy Labour to 
produce in .hi$ own Defence., . 

What we have now under his Name, are^ fe\r 
Hymns and Epigrams ; the Hrft of which, as they 
makeW the largeftPart p£ his Remains, fothey 
are of the greateft Cffeditj' and feem the main 
Foundation of his fair Ghara^r amongft hU Mo- 
dern Friends.. 

It looks a little firange^ that Oxid ^^ iv.hien he 
gives him a Place m- his fine Catalogue bf Poets^ 
ftiould pponounce him immortal, barely upon Ac- 

■ 

3M0mvh mgm$ mn vglet, turf valif. 

Art. EI. 15-. 1. i. 

cottnc 



> 



i^S ThLtti ofCAtLtMAcnifs, Parih 

count of his Alt, and at the fkioe Time expreislv 
deny his Title to Wit. ' 

Inde«d, we ha»e ftiU many prodigious Inftances 
of his Art, as (befidd the Apol^y already fee 
down} the Manner oi bringing King Ptokmt'a 
Praifes into the Hymn to yHfnter ; the making A- 
folio, while yet in his Mother's BeUy, prophefy the 
feme Prince s Vidories j and the like. Yet it will 
be a difficult Matter to pcrfwadc any one. who 
has confidered the fiirpming Delicacy of his 
Ihought and Turn, to compomid for half bis Ap- 
plaule, and tp qtiit the Credit of bis Inwntio^ 
for that of his Judgment. Both the Talents fecnl 
fo haopily temper d together, that 'tis hard to eive 
an Inftance of one Vertuc. without difplaying the 
other ,n the feme View^ What can be a nSrfer 
Froof of both, than theGracefnlneiiof ifcofeTranfi- 
tions J where, while he is commending one Deity> 
he diaws m another with fagentfc Fo^, as not to 
wrong the fofl Subjcft by ob%ing a new one? Of 
this Kind IS that admired Stroke on ffncuUs. hr 
the Hymn to Diata: ' 

Orxx Af' EffiAM inMAviQ-, iyl^ AofihKm, 
♦»<*©• lx« •WW®- >8 dei Ttfv'p^,^ jf^^m 

Kafl»Ki9 ftddm n, ^^ /iidK*t»y>a*W«wrt 
iit t/*4, lUKKwtuxrtp. U vgfMt «/i KaymeOf 



Kt^' %09gS iifi^tijrQ$fi lUUoit iJti^0k* pAKK' oftd i^TQisi, 

: There, watchmg ^ J&v^*^ Oaf ^, >ill clo^nig ^Jt^y^ 
Merc^ty, tty Arw, |^j»d ^btfbm ta^kes. diy Pr ejt ? 
5P&«?'M tby Frqy , *ero bt^te Jkidi^s joy n'd 
Th' Immoml Hoft a Now ^itor^iAf bii9 refign'd . 
His glorious Task, and Blefs'd Alcmena^ Sod 
Unwearied itrait» to Hft the Venilbn down^ 
Him^ laughing, all the deathlefs Oourt furveys, 
And moft the Dame, whofe Bqvy nurft his Praife^ 
*TiU froai thy Chatiot torn with matcblefi Power 
He drags the fli:uggling Bull) or Porrefl Boar 
With hind^leg fpurning. jEfe, with fly Addrefs, 

"^Commends thy Labours in the Nobler Chafe* 

* Scour, Goddefl, fcour the tmd&M^ and pull down 

* The hurtful Herd 5 'till rcfcu'd Mortals owa 

* Thy Helping Werner i lite mine. Let Goats an j 

* Hares, 
« Unheeded din>b the Clrffi^ and lofc their Bears t 

* Are Goats and Hares injurioiis^ to Mankind ! 

* Soars root the Plants, Scars vex the painful Hib<}^ 

* And Sulls aire Blagues : Tbe&^ the(e mufi be fup- 

•prea" 
Thus li^ and hbouri wi(I| tjb' iinwiel4y.^B^^* 

Whift Gsm bo t im& ArgwiMfli f»r the Ijbbn 
of the hva^ Xatems^ tiMut tHipfe wife 4n4 4«>k^iws 
Seticesv^ I wbi^ fixiidss ns iud^only in t Wqrk* 
where one would not; ^ped thevi) look ^s much 
Kke Infpiration as any Thing that Poefy can pro- 
duce? Two of thefi?, in the very firft H]Hiinj^.ma/ 
?io mtb the entire t^boMf^ of more bulky Aof^ 
i^osa. The firft of ch<;m» is a fine Anfwf r t9 1^4 
Modern Libertines; who from the fancied Ur^X'* 
takiry of a future StAte^ take oecadon to live and 

'4ie 
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die at a venture, and expeft as good a Chance as 
their Neighbonrs. The Poet is fpeaking of Jupiter's 
Title to the Empire of Heaven, as a Thing acknow- 
ledged and unenvied by his two Brothers ; and 
hence he refle&s on the Fdly of the Andent Sto- 
ry-tellers, who would make the three Sons of Sa^ 
I0r» divide the Three Realms by Ut: 

» 
For who, yet ble&d With Senfes, would fubmit, 
A Lottery /hould decide his doubtful Right 
To Heaven or Hell^. In Things of equal State 
The Lot*8 of ufe, and ends the vain Debate : 
But thole fb fVide^ that fDifiance cannot name 
• The Space, for 2)ijlance is ezprefs'd by T'bem. 

The other is the concluding Strain of the Hymn, 
where he makes his Fare wel* Prayer to the Dei- 

Out' «tp«Ti?^ ATip okCQ- cTn^etloi cfcF<^p*c iifrtp, 
•Oifr* *pfTi>, di^ivio. /lA /* df{}rtv n j^ thCor. 

Hail Father ! Hail again ! and fead us down 
Virtue and Gold. ^ For Gold is quickly gone^ 
Unblefs'd with Virtue\ Care 5 and Vtrtne's cold, 
Kaked of Wealth : fend Virtue down and Gold. 

> Some Learned Men have endeavoured, to make 
Ovifs' Judgment fpeak a more favourable 
Serife, But whoever cafts his Eyes on what Hein-' 
Jius ^ has performed In that Caufe> and confider^ 

bow 
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hoiv he is gravelf d in the impoflible Attempt ; u^ill 
be apt to imagine, that Ow^ intended his Words 
(hould be underftood according to their natural 
Import, but that through a Spirit of Envy and 
Emulation, he has wilfully contra&ed his Rival's 
Praifes. It's plain he had no higher Ambition, 
than to be thought fuperior to Callimachus ; and he 
declares, h^ (hould admire a Miftrefs, who would 
honour him with that Preference § • 

But the greateft Teftimonies of Callimachus's 
Worthy and the Foundation of his Charafter with 
the Ancients, were his numerous Pieces in theEIe- 
giack Strain. Of thefe, we have only the Hymn, 
on AUnervas Bath, and 03r/«//«/s Tranflation of the 
Copy on Queen Berenice's Hair, The former feems, 
like his other Hymns, to incline moft to the free 
Spirit of Lyricks ; the curious Story of Tirefias 
making the greateft Part of the Poem. The other 
is more agreeable to our common Notions of Ele- 
gy ; and, as it is commonly printed with the Works 
of TibuOus and Propertius in the fame Strain i fo ic 
may vie with the fweeteft and the moft exad of 
their Pieces. For Inftance, they have nothing of 
a more natural Turn, than that Thought which 
makes it a greater Honour to belong to the 
Queen's Head; than to have a Place among the 
Conftellations : The Star is fuppofed to fpeak, and 
thus compliments its Miftrefs; 

Sed quanquam me noSie fremunt veftigia divutn^ 
Luce autem cana ^ethyi reflituor 5 

Non his tarn ytor rehuSj quam me ahfore femfer^ 
Ahfiyre me i 2)dmina vertice difcrucior. 

Sydera cur retinent ? minam coma regia fiam^ . 
fProximm ArUuro fulgeat Erigone. 

% "Efi qu€ Callimachi prd nofiru ruftit^ dUh 
Carmina i €m fUao, fntinus if [a plMut. 

jitnof^ 1.2. El. 4>* 

M But 
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But Ao' all Nigjit honour'd with Feet Divine, 
And lodgy with T'betys wheal ceafe to ihine j 
Th'unequal Glory Sanijh'd I contemn, 
Bamfh'd for ev^ from my Princely Dame. 
Xe Gods reftorc me to that Sacred Head, 
And let ArSlur^t unparted court hia Maid I 

This Specimen, (which to be fare hai loft no- 
thing in the Latin Verficn) is of itfclf almoft c- 
nough to juftifie Quintiiian, when he gives Coffi- 
tnachus the Crown in Elegy * ; and to fliow, that 
Propertius was not fo much out in his Choice, 
when he pitched on Him for his Pattern t 

There is indeed another Paflage in Propertius^ 
which feems to contradift his former Judgment, 
and which is commonly alledged by thofe who pre- 
tend to cenfure CalUmachus. It is in the Thirty 
third Elegy of the fecond Book, 

7r/ Jhtius memorem Mufis imitere Phileum, 
Et jnon injlafi Jbnmia Czllim^chu 

But, Tou my Friepd, court fweet yW/^^a's Mufe,. 
And fly the Dreams of Swolu Callimacbus. 

*Tis true, by joyning non with infiati in the Conftrac- 
tion, the Difficulty js eafily folved, and the fiip- 
pofed Detr^dion turns into a Commendation. But 
tis much mpre rational to imagine, that Propertius 
here tenfures fome particular Work of CaBimacbus 
(at prefent not extant} as bombaft and extravagant; 
advifing his Friend to apply himfelf to fome eafier 
and more agreeable Labour. ScaUger judges the 

♦ Lib. lo. c. I. 

f Intif Callimachi fat irh pkcHiJfi lAi]ks» 
Et usimfi modif, purf p9ef0$ tuisi 

Cib.3. Eleg^^. 

particular 
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panicular Piece to have been the '^fl** which Mar^ 
tial fcouts as a hard obfcure Bafinefs ; and which 
JPropertius's Friend might then probably think of 
tranflating. This ConjeAure may be tarther im- 
jproved from hence, that in one of the old Epi^ 
grams ia. the AmhohgiUy CalUmachus is fuppofed to 
have been honoured with the Commands of the 
Mufes in a Dream^. for the undertaking that diffi- 
cult Work, But whatever becomes of this Point, 
it's impoffible Propertius fliould defign any general 
Reflexion ; (ince he declares it for his higheft Wittif 
to be called the Roman CalUmachus ^. 



* in ntfirhtumtfiiHa fitpir6t4t Vmhrhbhuf 
Umbria Romaoi ^«/rwCallinMchi. 
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JPOLLONIUS. 

APOLLONIUS was an Alexandrian^ the 
Son of HiSeus or 5/^^/, as we learn from 
Suidas, and from the old Scboliafts ; and thefe are 
the ehie£ Authorities that can be expeded for 
the Stories of thofe Poets, whom we reckon fo far 
inferior to the reft in Age and in Wit. 

He ftudied uad^r the Care of CaOintochUs, but 
proved a very ungrateful Scholar to that great 
Man ; which Reproach, together with the Revenge 
it brought upon him, has been hinted in his Maf- 
ter's Life. By this, we cannot doubt, but that 
he was born under Ptolemy PhiladelphuSy and made 
his Figure in the World, in the Reign of the fuc- 
ceeding Prince, Ptolemy Euergetes, 

He compofed his firft Eflay of the Argonauticks^ 
in the ra(h Heat of his Youth ; and reading the 
Piece in publick, came oflF with, very poor Succefs. 
The Shame of this Difappointment mortified him 
to fuch a Degree, that he left his Country, and 
retired to Rhodes. Here, refolving to fix a confide- 
rableTime, and fetting up for a Profeflbt of Rhe- 
thorick, he foon found his Name changed from 
ApoOonius of Alexandria^ to ApoBonius the Rhodian ; 
which has prevailed ever fince to the Injury of his 
Native City. 

, As the chief Defign of his wilful Banifliment 
itras to retrieve his Credk,* by poliftiing his Work ; 
io he plied the Projrft fo hard at Rhodes^ that hav- 
ing compieated the Corredions and Improvements^ 
and trying his Fortune again once more in a pub^ 
lick Recitation, he gave a general SatisfaSion to 
the People, and had the Honour to be made free 
Denizen of their City. And then returning to -rf- 
/^x<i«</r/^, and publiftiing his Poem, he was recei- 
ved 
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▼ed with univerfal Approbation, and merited the 
Reward of fucceeding Eratofihanes in the Care of 
the famous Library. 

We hear no more of him, but (which is very 
extraordinary) that they buried him in the fame 
Tomb with his Matter CaDimachus ; either to make 
a feigned Reconcilement after Deach^ between Per- 
fons, that could not brook any while they were 
living ; or to put a fair Covering on the Quarrel, 
and to hide it from the Knowledge of Pofterity. , 

Though the Subjed of ApoBonius's Poem, be 
one of the nobleft and moft celebrated Adions o£ 
Antiquity, the Expedition#in Search of the GOL- 
DEN FLEECE ; yet he has fcarce the Happi- 
nefs to be ranked with the old Matters of Epick 
Verfe. One great Reafon of his Difappointment, 
ciuft needs be the Advantage Ovid has had of 
him,, in touching on the fame Adventure ; all 
Perfons being more inclined to hear an imperfeft 
Relation from a Gentleman, than to hear the te* 
dious Exaftnefs of. a profetted Scholar. 

But though in Contentions of the prefent Times 
the Partiality of the Judges be a fair Plea for a van- 
quittied Rival, yet it will not hold in ^afes that 
have been trying for many Ages together. A thou* 
fand Years once paft over^ leave no more Room 
for Injuftice, than they do for Envy ; and whoever 
is worfted in fo long a Combat, mutt attribute the 
Mifcarriage, not to the Credit of his Antagonift, 
but to his own Default : So that to attign the Rea- 
fon, why the Poem of the Argonaut icks is fo little 
in Men's Mouths, and fo much lefs in their Hand?, 
we (hould not run to the Favour of Ovid^ but to 
the Failings of ApoBonius. 

If then Horaces Rule be truC) of 



mediocrihus eje Voetis 



Nen 2)/V, non homines ^ non concejfere columns '^ 

M J ApoBonius 
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jipoDonius has no hard Meafare in being denied 
an honourable Place among the Poets> iince the a- 
bleft Pleaders in his Defence, could never make 
him rife above the middle Way. Quimilian tells 
us, he wrote* aquali qu&dam mediocritate. And tho' 
Longin gives him the fair Title of «Tr«7®-, yet it*s 
plain he can mean no more, but that the Poet 
has fallen into no grofs Abfurdities, but kept an 
even Courfe of Writing. For whatever fome may 
make of that Epithet, it looks very fufpicious thac 
Longin defigned it for no great G>mmendation ; 
fince he only brings in this Author, as an Example 
to confirm the Maxim, he had juft laid down. 
That a middle Stile without any Faults, is not fo 
eligible as a Loftinefs attended with many De* 
feds. 

It's probable, that what the two grand Rhetor 
ricians thus deliver as their Opinion concerning 
ApoUoniuSi was intended to reach no farther than 
liis Thought and Stile : But had it lain in their 
Way to fpeak of his Conduft and Contrivance, 
they would not, perhaps, have been more favou- 
rable Judges. For they could never have difcover* 
ed in him, the admired Ans of Inftitution and 
Mechanifm, which they would put into the Defi- 
nftion of Epick Poefy. And, as from the plain 
and unartiflcial Cdurfe of the A&ion, they muft 
have efteem^id him a very Hiflorical Poet ; fo, they 
could not but have reckoned him a very Poetical 
HiftoYtan too, from the Liberty he has taken in 
meafuring the Time of the Adventure. 

Thus until a Second Rate be admitted in Poetry^ 
\ApoUonius is not like to get a Place in the lift. Par* 
najfus will be fomething like Sifjphus\ Mountain 
to him : If his Mufe cannot lift him to the very 
Top, (he had as good never have carried him up 
half-way; while the Criticks^ not lefsfevere than 

the 
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the Infernal Judges^ cruelly thruft him down again> 
and force him cue of her Arms. 

Yet jipoBoniuys Friends can never be driven to 
]>efpftiry while thefr Poet is 'acknowledged to have 
£et Patterns for Virgil himfdf. As long as Dido 
owns her near KiYidred to Medea ; and Daresy and 
EnteOus theif Refemblance to Amycus and Pollux^ 
the Mneis will keep up tlie Name of the Argonau^ 
tidis in the World ; as accomplithed Statues an4, 
Paintings give a Value to their ruder Models; or» 
as the Story of great Heroes fuftains the Memory 
of thofe whom they conquered^ 

For though Scaltger$ rigorous Sentence fliould 
prevail, and the Latin Poet be declared to have 
infinitely outdo&e the Greciap in every Thing that 
he borrowed from him, yet. 



f^on tarn 



lurfe fuit vinciy quint contendijfe iecomm : 

. • » 

And i£«e^ tnagni dextri cadis^ ought to be as great 
a Confolacion to a vanquiflied Poet, as to a dying 
Warrior. 
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A RAT us. 

ARATUS was born at Soli *, a famous City 
of GUcia^ founded by the wife Solon $, and 
afterwards called Pompeiopolis^ in honour of Pompey 
the Great f. His Father's Name was Athenodorus, 
and hi^ Mother's Lenodora, or Letophila, as it is 
varioufly written. He was Scholar to Dionyjius of 

* Strt^. 1. 14. 

$ Diog. Liurf. in Sol. 

f $trMb$.l 14. 

M4 Ueraclea^ 
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Herackay the Stoick ; on the Principles of which 
Sea, His Verfes (as well as thofe of Mamlius) are 
eftablifticd. 

He wrote under the Patronage of Amigonus fir- 
named Gonaras King of Macedm ; who began his 
Reign in the Hundred* and Twenty-fifth Olympi- 
ad, as it is fettled in Eufebtus^ and not in the 
Hundred and fifths as we find it corruptly in the' 
Life of the Poet commonly fet before his Works. 
This excellent Princt, befides his general Encou- 
ragement of Learned Men, is faid to have admit- 
ted Aratus into a particular Familiarity and £f* 
teem. 

The old Schbliafts, when they compile Aratm^s 
Life, complain grievoufly of a Story that was got 
abroad ; how King AntigonuSy meerly for the Jeft's 
Sake, commanded Him to write of Heavenly Bo^ 
dies, and Nicander of the Art of Medicine j where- 
as Nicander was an expert Aftfonomer, and Ara^ 
tus a celebrated Phyfician, but both of them en- 
tire Strangers to one another's Arts. This Noti- 
on they gravely' confute,, by obferving, that Ara^ 
tus and Nicander were as far from being Cotem- 
poraries, as Tjvelve (they might have faid Twen- 
ty) Olympiads could make them ; the former li- 
ving in the Time of the firft Ptolemy King of £- 
gypty and the other under the Fifth Prince of that 
Name. But they never mention tlie Occafion of 
this vulgar Error, for fear of injuring^ in fome 
meafure, the Author they were to adorn. Other- 
wife, they might have fixed a Foundation for the 
Fancy in HuBy's Account of thefe two Poets, given 
in his firft Book de Oratorey where he tells us, 
Twas a confefsM Point among the Learned, that 
Aratusy a Man utterly ignorant of Aftrology, 
had witten moft elegant Verfes about the Hea- 
* vens and the Stars; and that Nicander of Cb/a- 
' fbon was beholden for his Georgicks to his 

*! Acquaintance 
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^^ Acqqaintance with the Mufes, not to his Rnow- 
*^ ledge of the Country/' 

If we omit here the Friendfliip Aratus main- 
tained with* TheocrituSj (which has been already 
hinted under that Poet's Hiftory) we find no 
more of him ; only that he correfted Home/s O^f^ 
feyy when it had undergone a defperate Courfe of 
Corruptions, and that he was fent for into Syria 
by King Antiochus, to perform the fame good Of* 
fice to the Sias^. 

His Work, which in many old Editions paf- 
fes for no more than a fiugle Poem with the com- 
mon Name of *ainomena, has been thought 
fince to make two diftind Pieces, the firft only 
being called *aiiiomena, and the Second entitled 
AIOSHMEIA. The former is properly Aftronomi* 
cal, giving an Account of the Situation and the Af«- 
fe&ion of the Heavenly Bodies ; the other Aftrolo* 
gical, (bowing the particular Influences arifing 
Srom their various Difpoficions, and Relations. 
Yet whoever confiders the noble Beginning of the 
Phammenay and the plain Entrance on the Diofe* 
meia without any Formality or Addrefs, will ftiil 
conclude them to be one Poem, divided into two 
Books. 

The late balian and French Criticks extremely 
defpife this Performance ,- becaufe the SubjeA of 
it, according to their Notions, is not properly Po- 
etical. Tet Cicero could tell us, that Aratus com- 
posed Ornatifjimos atque cptimos verfus, moft polite^ and 
moft excellent Verfes : And Quimilian could declare. 
That though the Matter of his Work wants 
Motion, having no Variety, no Pailions, no Per- 
fon that ever makes a Speech ; yet be has fully 
anfwered his Argument, which was all that he 
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" propofed". 

"^ Vit. Grace. 



Indeed, 
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Indeed^ as the Honoars done the Poet by the 
Favours of King Amigwus^ by the Laboar of^no 
lefs than Forty Greek SdioUafts, and above all l^ 
the Verfions and Illuftrations of Gernutmcus Cmfar^ 
and of TuDy^ are fufEcient Proofs what a Valae 
Antiquity fet upon his Compofiitions : So he is not 
altogether to feek, in what may recomniend him 
as forcibly to Modem Tafles, and to a new Re- 
putation. For though the Dodrine of the Star's 
Dominion in Heaven^ be almoft as much out of 
FafliioUi as the Stories how they came thither; 
land though few will be at the Pains to read on % 
Sttbje& which tliey efteem but cramp Nonfence; 
yet Arams has in fome meafure provided againft 
that Misfortune, by introducing his Work, with 
fuch a Strain of Senfe, of Wit, and of Religion^ 
as, if it does not charn\Men'to look quite through 
the Poem, yet' will engage them to allow that firft 
E£&y the Eraife of an entire Labour. It cannot 
be amifs to fet it down in this Place ; becaufe 
few Readers go any farther, and all ought to go 
thus far. 



UZaeu /' df^^irm dyo^i, furi <ti ^ctKAostt 

Avrif 38 Ttiy% aiixcer c* »*g^r« iriieef «f, 
Ac^ J^tttKeivAi' e^xft4«7o J"' tit hnAv\ov 

AvJ'fAO'iv i^^Vy op} iyL'TTii^A Tdyla pietfloA* 
TS fJLiy iei ^fSriv t« )^ xIta^qv IkmkovIai. 
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Xof^e T«Tcp fji^iyA ^aJS^y iA.i*yA7^ftSiroiffip ivem^^ 
Meihi^ieu ^dha, TAfftu' iiJLoiyt fj^^ d^i^ eiTrSv 

y OFJB chim$ oxxr opening Lays 5 by Mortal 

Strain 
Ne^er to be tnifi'd, ne'er to be left unfung. 
J^ove^ with eternal Influence xdiffua'd, 
Fill^ the wide Compafs of extended Things. 
His Hand the fpacious Earth compacted holds 
Mark'd into various Tracks j nor with lets Force 
Binding, unites the giddy Multitudes 
In Towns and Tribes. Blown by His Breath, tho 

Sea 
Heaves up its liquid Vaftnefs 5 or, more tame, 
. Sinks in low Forts, and licks the crooked Shores 
yove with a common Maintenance fupplies 
His human Sons : The numerouls Faniily 
Live on their Univerfal Father's Store. ' 
Yet Hff unus'd to feed an idle Race, 
Points out their Work 3 and to their daily Tasks 
Promptings by Hunger's Admonition, calls. 
He fhows us, ^jvhen the ripen 'd Soil demands 
The Spade, or labouring Oxen 5 when the Plants 
Crave a new Seat 5 and wbefi the hopeful Seed, 
Iiv Seafon cafl, with quick Increafe will thrive* 
Him therefore firft, Him lafl we praife, and 

' ferve ' ' n.\ - 

With earlicft Offerings, and concluding V6w8. * ^ 
Hail Father ! Hail Eternal Miracle, 
pternal Help ! and Hail ! Ye Jove's Firftborn ! 
Sweet Mufes Hail ! while Heaven my Voice em- 
ploys, 
(If not unworthy I implore your Aid) 
Aflift, and raife my Numbers to my Theme. 
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Tis true indeed, that according to the exaft 
Kicety of Rules, it is not efteemed good Policy in 
a Poet, to open all his Strength and Riches at the 
firft (hdw. But perhaps that Maxim is to be un- 
derftood only of grand and heroical Defigns ; not 
of thofe plainer Subje&s, which being unable to 
fupport themfelves by any real Wonh and Great- 
nefs, may be ufliered in with fome inviting Ad- 
dre&. Even in Poetical Buildings it is not ab- 
furd, to make the Front, the nobleft Piece of 
the Work ; when the Beauty of that, is to cover 
the Difad vantage of the other Parts, which ftand 
farther out of common Sight and Notice.. 

As long therefore as the happy Dependance of 
all Natural Things on the Counfels of Heaven, 
IS confeflTed to be the higheft Subjed of a ghrifti- 
an*a[ Thoughts ^ as well as a Poet's, Aratus s Name 
IS not likely to be loft, while Piety and Senfe en- 
dure. EFpeciaUy, fince we find one of his Sen- 
tences honoured with a Place in the InfpirdWri^ 
tings ^i his Wit cannot now have a ihorter Period 
than the Glorious Bodies it defcribes f : And, if 
one may (ay fo without Indecency, the Citation 
of St. Paul will confirm the Prophecy of Ovid. 

f Cum SaU & LtmA, f^mfer Aratus irit. 

Ovid, Am. L. !• EL 15. 




NICANDER, 



parti. Ti&^LiFE^/NicANDER. 173 



N ICA ND E R. 



NICANDER was a Colophonian, as not on- 
ly Suidas^ but luUy and Macrohsus call him. 
Therefore Tanaquit Faber had no reafon to pafs 
fuch a hard Cenfure on Suidas^ for not making him 
a Native of Qaros.* It's true, he calls himfelf a 
Clarion at the End of one of his Pieces now 
extant, and at the Beginning of the other. But 
'twas ufual with the Men of Colophon to borrow 
an Epithet from their Neighbouring City, wliich 
the Temple of ApoUo Clarius made fo renown- 
ed in the World ; as may hereafter be obfer- 
ved in the Scory of Antimachus, concerning whom, 
the French Critick has pubiifted the fame Mif^ 
. take. 

Nicander lived in the Time of Attains the laft 
,King of Pergamus^ who left the Roman People 
Heirs to his Kingdom; that is, about the i($oth 
Olympiad. He was famous for the triple Pro- 
feffion of Phyfick, Grammar, and Poefy ; and has 
a vaft Number of Pieces, in Profe and Vei^fe, at^ 
tributed to him in ancient Authors, which are rec- 
koned up by Vojjius^ in his Fourth Book de Hifto^ 
ricis Gracis. 

In all Probability the Mufes had the leaft Share 
in his Fame. For though Gcero indeed commends 
his Georgich^ as a Work of a very happy Vein ; 
yet in his common Charadcr, his Learning runs 
much higher than his Wit. The two furvi- 
ving Poems of the Theriaca and the Alexiphar-' 
maca^ (both fpent in the fame general Subjeft of 
providing againft the Mifchtefs of poyfonous 

Cr^a- 
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Creatures, though by dijflferent Medicines) are 
snanifeftly intended more for Inftru&ion than 
Delight ; more for the Afliftance of the Me- 
mory, than the Entertainment of the Fancy or 
of the Ear. So that he would moft infallibly lofe 
his Place among the Ancient Poets, if his Preten- 
tions were not fupported by a jufter Credit, ob- 
tained on other Accounts, every Tribe being de- 
firoos of admitting a great Man into their Pro- 
feffion, without making much Enquiry whether 
he underftands the particular Bufinefs of their 
Art, 



DIONTSIUS the Peri- 

egettck, 

t 

DIONTSIUS feems much happier than the 
other Grecian Poets of thofe later Times, in 
having* his Hiftory recorded by an Author of Cre- 
dit. Plinj^ in his Natural Hiftory, fpeaking of 
the Perfian Alexandria^ (afterwards called Ami^ 
9cb and at laft Cbarrax) could not but take that oc- 
cafion . of paying his Refpe&s to a Perfon who 
had fo much obliged him, and whom he profef- 
fes to follow above all Men, in the Geographical 
Psirt of bis Work. He tells us then, " That 
^' Diouffius was a Native of this Alexandria ; and 
^* tjiat he had the Honour to be fent by Auguf^ 
V ius Qefar^ to furvey the Eaftern Part of the 

• !! World, 
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*\ Worlds and to hiake Reports and Obfervati- 
'^ ons about it's State and Condition^ for the Uie 
*,* of the Emperor's eldcft Son, who was at that 
** Time preparing an Expedition into ArmnUa^ 
•* Partita, and Arabia^ T 

This is . all the certain Information we have 
Concerning Dkw/fius^s Perfbn and Affairs ; and this 
is infinitely preferable to the longeft I^ends of 
the Scholi^s. And yet it has not been mfficienc 
to hinder the Vinity of the Critical Difputes a- 
bout his Age^ For we Hnd Barthius placing him 
nnder the Antonim ; Salmafius under die Emperor 
Severus ; and Scaliger, abafing Old Eujiathius as a 
Dreamer, becaufe he had fancied him a Writer 
of the Augufian Times. They all pretend fome 
Colour for their Opinions, from that Verfe of the 
Author where he calls Rme 



iyjiv jiiyMf oskov dvJuClav^ 



and will have ^at to be underftood of thofe later 
Emperors, who had commonly Aflfociates in the 
Supreme Power. But, befides that this might be 
as well fpoken in either of thofe Jundures when 
Auguflus (hared the Soveraignty with Ammfy at 
with T'iberiut ; it does not much advance the Cre- 
dit of thefe Learned Men, either not to have 
met with this Paflage of P/i*^, or to have op- 
posed To great an Authority, after they had feen 
it. 

Dionjffim wrote a great Number of Pieces, rec- 
kon'd up hy Suidas and by Euftathius. His Survey of 
the fVorld is the only one we now enjoy ; and it 
would be fuperfluous to fay that this is one of 
the moft exaft Syftems of ancient Geography, when 

* Lib, 6. c. 17. 
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it has been already obferved, that Pliny himfelf 
propofed it for -his Pattern. 

'Tis a common Fancy, that Dionjjius is no more , 
to be reckoned a Poet, than any of thofe other Au* 
thors, who compelling hard Precepts into the fet- 
ters of Numbers, have' made an eafier Conqueft 
for the Memory : And we are apt always to aiSgn 
him the fame Company, in which we were firft ac- 
quainted with him at School ; the Grammarians 
and the Rhetoricians, who cramped us with their 
dry Leflbns in- Verfe. 

But this is a very injurious Miftake : For tho' 
he muft be acknowledged to be more valuable for 
the Ufefulnefs of his Subjed, than for the Agree- 
ablenefs of his Wit, or the Harmony of his Mea- 
fures ; yet he has taken Care to (how us, by ma- 
ny Inftances, that He had a Genius capable of 
more fublime Undertakings, and that he conftant- 
ly made' the Mufes the Companions and the Guides 
of his Travels, though he did not divert himfelf 
with their finer Converfe on every Occafion. Now, 
not to infift on his Defcriptions of the Ifland Leu^ 
ea inhabited by departed Heroes * ; of the terri- 
ble and monftrous Whales in Taprobana f ; of the 
poor Scythians that dwelt by the Maotick Lake $ ; 
the Account of himfelf, when he comes c'odefcribe 
the Caff ion Sea ** j of the Swans of the Baccha- 
nals on the Banks of the Cayfter $$ , and many 
more of the fame ftrain ; it will be Argument e- 
nough of the Excellency of his Poetick Spirit, on- 
ly to fet down the concluding Sttoke of hi$ 
Work : 

* 

♦ VcxC, 544. 

f Vcrf. fgd. 

$ Vcrf <56j. : 

♦• Vfrf. 707. 

$S Vcrf 836. 
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TSojoi fJiJ Kttii yaittv uVepToJo/ a J'/pg^ IctJ/r. 

Mvefot, S{ ix, iv rti cta^pctJ^iaf d^yofW^oi, 
GvilThf My, pLvvoi ij •9'goi pict Tetvlct <Nvety]ett. 
AvToi )IB j^ 'wpSrct ^ti^eiKttt Topv^ffo/joy 
Kai fid^^v oii'iJLQV iJ^et^Av A*fJLtT^nrMo ^ctKd<aiH' 

^AtHa J^AAKCiyAvlif. c4(,KnptiffAvlo cT' llLA^^ 

T^£^ i^ ^hKolny pvffiJtS ^v(Tty lAA,«t%* IkcIti/i. 

*H ^ jS KtVKfi Ti ^ A^yiviiasArirvKlAi, 

'H iJ KiKAivolfpti. j5 J^* AfApoTipav Kth^} [JLOp^tiy^ • 

oSrof Av^fATOif iri^tiA Wr?* TtTu*?*/. 

TJ^*7* t' «ritf«tJ'0"7o, ;{^ i«£5t x^vfxciJA toftk, 
Keu 'velAiJLoi^ K^nvAi n^ i^ ipiA ^vcui^vlA. 
H/ii >8 ^TtUm fj^ WiS'^yLov oiJ^jjca ^A^Aosmg^ 
HJii cT' »Wp«y ffKoKtly 'jro^y^ ikhJ, fji.oi vtyiym 
AvrSy G4fi [jLAKcipm AylA^t©- a(» d(Aot^fi. 

Thefe Nobleft Trains the fpacious Regions hold ; 
The Nobleft thefe ; But Millions yet untold 
Stray here, flray there about th' immeafurM yajl • 
iVnd Mortal Art in vain attempts the reft. 
Th' Eternal Natures can alone prefent 
Will without Rule, and Pow'r without Rcflraint. 
^bey round the Chaos, roun4 the World Unborn 
Firft deign'd their golden CompafTes to turn. 
fthey through the iDeep chalk'd out our ample Road, 
And broke the lawlefs Empire of the Flood. 
Plac'd the great Aids of Human Life and Car^s 
Unmov'd j and girt the wheeling Sphere with Stars. 
^bey the wide Earth among their fav nte Race 
Farting, aifign'd the wrangling Tribes their Place. 
Some in dry Traftf they gave a boundlefs Scene, 
And fome imprifon*d in the circling Main. 

N From 



'■> 



1:5? 



ij^ Ti&^LiFE(f DioNYsius* Part !• 

From 7*befn the difiTrent Soils their Temper take. 
One's chalky White, and one a miry Black $ 
One turns a motly Turf: One red with Veins • 
Of Native Paint, the Mimick Art maintains: 
Ualike the reft ^ as that Almighty Mind 
Scatters the various Sleffings of Mankind. 
And now, fiurewel to Nature's nigged Face, 
Iflands, and Continents, and Sacred Seas* 
Farewell ye rowliog Streams, ye mazie Rills, 
Ye naked fountains, and ye Jhaggy Hil)Sf 
For now great Ocean*s Circuit have we run. 
And over Earth's wide wand'ring Ways have gone* 
But may thofe Powers whom all the Frame obeys. 
Smile on their Poet, and reward his Layst 
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OP T UN. 

OP PI AN was bom at Anatarius a City erf 
Glicia^ according to moft of the ancient Ac^* 
counts of his Life. For tirhereas Suidas and fome 
others from him, fix Cffrhns for the Poet's Birth- 
place ; their Miftake is evident from a Patfage in 
the Third Book of his HaUemitks *, whef^ he feems 
to di(Hnguifli his oivn Countrymen from their 
Neighbours the Cotjcians ; though not (o clearly, 
but that at firft Glance it might give fome colour 
to that Conjefture. 

The Time of his Birth is as trnfettled, at we 
generally find fuch Matters. But it's certain that 
Suida$ and EufeHus are vaftly out, when they place 
it under Marcus Amomnus. For fappofing nim to 
have died at thirty Tears old, as ii conftantly re-* 
ported ; how could he, according to this Account, 
have prefented his CyHegitkh to Antimnus Caracallaf 
though the very Beginning (hows them to have been 
thus addreffed. For all Imow that there pafled ar 
bove Thirty Years between thofe two Emperors. 
And yet the moft learned Editor of his Works 
Ritterhufius. has made as great a Slip on the other 
hand, by nxing his Birth in the Reign of Sevemu 
For, that taking in only the Compais of eighteen 
Years ; it is very unlikely he Ihould at fuch an Age 
finifti and prefenc his Hahetitkks^ as (we are certain 
he did) ip the Life-time of that Emperof. The 
middle Way then, mutt be to fuppofe he might 
be born in the former Part of Commodus's Reign 5 
which cannot be charged with the like Abfurdi* 
ties as the other Opinions. 

♦ Vcrf. 105. 'Ar^-zW 5 irftoTtt, fcc. 

N 1 His 
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His Father Agefilaus is recorded to have been 
eminent for his Learning an4 Wifdom^ and no lefs 
remarkable for his^ Riches and Authority in the 
City. So that Ofpian had perhaps a greater Ad- 
vantage than any of his Pr)edece0brs, for the por 
lifliing himfelf with all the Arts and Accompiifh- 
ments of Human Knowledge. 

He had fcarce finiflied the entire Coijrfe of his 
Studies, when an unhappy Accident diverte4 
them for the prefent^ to make them afterwar4s 
the more illuftrious. The Emperor Severus^ ticking 
a Progrefs through Glicia, honoured Anaxarbw 
among other Cities with a Vifit. Now at the Pro- 
ceffion that was made to receive him^ the Magi- 
firates waiting on him in their Formalities, old 
Agefilaus^ as a greater Philofopher than a Cour- 
tier, was the only Man miffing at the Solemnity. 
This Piece of Difrefped the Emperor refente4 ip 
highly, as to banilh the old Gentleman into the 
Ifland Malta ; whither his Son likewife went^ the 
voluntary Companion of his Troubles. 

But Hey with a Fate npt uncommon to the Men 
of his Profeffion^ ow'd bis Glory to his Misfor- 
tunes. For endeavouring, under this fad Con« 
6nement to amufe himfelf and his Father with 
the Diverfions of Poetry : He began, after fomp 
fortunate Attempt^ in that way, to conceive Hopes 
of allaying the Emperor's Plfpleafure oy the fame 
Means as had leflened the EfFefts of it. To this 
purpofe he engaged in the Halieuticks dedicate4 
to that Emperor's Son, the Defign of which 
Work he thus gives us bimfeif at the Entrance of 
it. . 

TlaAoim viToJ^av^ ^K&rhv yiv®- d/jt^ir^irviif 
I 'Qui T6 ifci//x*]pf «y(|tK 5;t« ;)ct/V/K, ^x^ y lx«crrfj 
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I'he Nations of the Sea, the Finny l*rain 

Of Slaves, that own fair Ampiitrite't Reigri, 

To thee. Great JntoninuSt I'll rehearfc, 

Pbwer of the World Supreme ! Nor fliall my Verfe 

Forget their Chryflal Haunts, or where they feed^ 

Or where they lodge $ or how they raife their 

Breed ^ 
Peopling the Sea with their moift &][arriages^ 
And Propagations Of the Scaly Race. 
I'll fing their various Life t What PafSons tnove 
Their chilly Hearts to Qqarrel, what to Love. 
Tell how the Tackle, hoW the Plots are laid< 
And the cold Secrets of the watry Trade. 

From the Greek Accounts of his Life, common^ 
ly prefixed to his Works, Vis impaflible to deter- 
mine, whether he took his Joorney to Coiirc pre- 
fently ftfter the fintibing of his HaUeathki ; or whe*- 
tber his Verfes of Huntings andt perhaps oth^ 
Pieces were offered at the fame Time.; chough 
they generally feem:^mofe itu:rmed to. favour the 
laft Conjedure. Yet if we confider whac ScMmen 
the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian has obferved, that &- 
'verus was alive when the firft Prefenc.was made to 
his SmAmwinui^ and did himfelf order the Re- 
ward; and withal, that in the Poem of Pifhing^ 
0^pi/7it cfomplements both Father and Son as then 
reigning with joint Power ; and that inr the Poem 
of Hunting the fame AdHrefs is not ufed ; we 
might conclude with fome Appearance^ that the 

N 3 former 



former Work only was oflGered to Ammnus darine 
his Father's Iife» and the other when he was left 
in fole Poflfeffion ol the Empire. 

But then, if we Venture a fecond Refledion^ 
and lay before us the conftant Tradition of the Au- 
thor's dying foon after his Journejf to Court, and 
never find any more Juurnies mentioned than one ; 
we muft be forced in fome Meafure to recede 
from this Decifion \ and to believe that the Qw- 
geticks were never prefented with the Pdet ^ own 

Hands. 

However this Matter it to be fettled, the Cen- 
fequcnce of his Journey comes generitfy attefted 
and agreed oik That the Empcroury being ravifii- 
ed with the Beauty and Art of his Compofitions, 
in the iirft Place ordered him a Piece cl Gold for 
every Ver£o^ and thai promifed him the Grant of 
any far^cher Favoor hie:ibiould demand. This kfl 
Happinei^ fuxniflfied him with an Opportumty of 
recalling his Father from Banifiunent ; and was 
piouQy employed to that good Purpofe. But he 
did not Hve long to enjoy xht Bleffii^ he bad re- 
fiored. For a fatal PcQ^kace ac Anap:»w4m fwept 
Mm away among the Muiritiide> foon after his Re- 
turn, and quiet Settlement riiefe; he having reach- 
ed no iQore than the Thisttech Tear o£ hh Age. 
He was; interred with, the higheft Hodoors; and 
bad a noble Statue eteded. to; ius Memory with 
this Infciiptioiu 

Ka.} viop oiflA Julli^y ^ cAn^imf -vSw^^thi^ 

OV'PJAIf, the MuTe't Pride, I liv'd ,* but fm 
Harrying me off, ibrbad the double Height 

Of 
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Of Age and Fame* Yet urcmld the Dooming Maid 
Her hafty Stroke in Kiodaefs have delay'd, 
'Till Yeatrs had fix'd, what Nature'^ Eorce begiut^ 
Kot Huctian Race had Ihown a greater Son, 

We hare at prefeot only his Poems of the Cjne^ 
geticks and the HaliemiAs^ of Huming and Fijhing ; 
the Thirds ithich he is fatd to have cdmpofed on 
the Art of Fowling, being yet vainfy expefted 
from the ttaUan Libraries, where it was long 
fiilcc thought to be buried 

The Drinefs of his Subje&s, tho' it oflFends fome 
Modem French Criticks, yet has not hindred him 
from being eftcemcd by more knowing Jfudges, as 
an Author little inferior in Fancy^ Art, and Lan-* 
guage, to the mod celebrated Mafters in the Gre^*^ 
ciM Strain. I£s vaft timbers of Ailixfions and 
ComparifoBS, as they would have fliown his Wit 
in any Defign ; fo they give an equal Proof of bis 
Judgemeat too, while they are applied to Themes 
chat ftood fo much in need of tbofe Ornaments^ 
The Be^niinig and the ending Strokes of each 
Poem have fomething of fo great a Spirit and Turn, 
as (how him to have had a Genius for much more 
Heroical Atchievemems in Vcrfe. The firft Lines 
of iherHalittuicks having been already fet down, it 
will not be improper to add the two other Ad- 
dreffes to the Emperour, at the Entrance of the 0- 
ther Poem, and at the Concludon of that. 

Cynig€t.L. I. V. I. 

sir f^Mtt^ dJit^f yuini l&invS'U ^fH^^Kee, 

N 4 ToV 
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Tor' [jt,iyeb<ft ynyJiKpi p\j\i^tt\o i'iyiVdt, Xs^^po^y 

^OvJ^iv^d^Av^Tic^y Znv^f Kfori/«o y%vii\iii<. 
Tor fA Tttjnp fAcyciMfori *mam9JiyiM»&' nraxiym^i 

K«« 9r«A/r *tvJ^ti^»^A Taipei iLKv\d puhA ^AKOff^A^ 

Sol /i 7ft 9-«l'7<& VcUfi^iy AT* 0X,Ut90tQ pu3'p«u. 

^Aii^^d 7ft iJLeiJ^iova'A y%eiKKv]i{ Je^^ty^MU 

To thee, Ble(s*d Antonine^ I form my Lays, 

Stay of the Woridi and of th' Mnean Race ; 

To thee, fweet Offspring of th' Aufonian Jtyoe^ 

With whom th* Immortal Dame repaid his JiOve ^ 
. (The happieft Bride, the happieft Mother fhown. 

In the beii Lord^ and in the Faireft Son ; 
^ Ajjyria^^ Fenm^ an unchanging MoDn.) 

Worthy t6 Grace the high Saturnian Stem, 
. [Titan give Aid, and Vhcshus guide my Flame.): 

Whom the Great Father with his Sdvcreign Hand, 
"^Form'd to controul the Main, and rule the Land. 

For Thee fair Earth her'annual Harveft breeds, 

Tl^etis for Thee the fcaly Nations feeds. 

For Thee wide Streams their floating Wcakh con- 
;^ey, 

And pleas'd Mirora fmiling brings the Day. 

The Complement at the End of the Halieutkh, 
is more artificial ^nd more juft, being taken exa&-* 
]y From the Subjed in Hand, and not ftretched out 
into fuch Flights, as may perhaps feem coo youthful 
in the former Specimen. 
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Toot* XS'in^v* cmiri^yi //oTf t ^f f, f f y<6 d^Utftf'^ll^, 
Soj cf^ ct^^ I'nsf /^ «(Tn/xonf i<d-uyo/»'799 

Aiei J^' \'xJ^voijatt mkjifTrKn^otlo ^et^tto'ca^ 

Thos I, what Works the watry ^ealmt; coHcea^ 

To Thee, Slave's Scepter'd Charge, in Verfe re- 
veal. 

Bat may thy Ships on eafy Waves be born ; 

And may the Winds ftill change for their Return. 

Large Tributes may the fruitful Seas afford 

In living Subjefts to their Roman Lord. 

While Nepunfs Arms fair Nature's Springs main- 
tain, 

And keep the World fecure for Ctsfar^s Reign. 

His admirable LefTons of Morality on all Oc- 
caGons, efpecially that wife and elegant Reflefiion 
at the Beginning of the fecond Book of the Hali" 
euticks^ on the Weaknefs of Mankind in the fmal- 
left Matters, .without the Influence and the Affift- 
ance of Heaven^ (how him to have been one of 
the moft rational and beft principled Heathens ; 
and that his Works are able to teach 113 nobler 
Secrets, than the Myfteries of Hanting and of 
Fifliing. 'Twas this Spirit of true Philofophy, 
that made him not fo much as mention his own 
Misfortunes, in Pieces which were compofed to 
procure their Redrefs ; except juft once to infift 
on the Miferies of Banifliment^ when the Subjeft 
made it almoft neceffary. 

To conclude, as he came into the World, when 
Poefy was going off the Stage> fo he made the beft 
Ufe of his Predeceffor's Labours in both Langua- 
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ges ; whereas the elder Grecian Poets had only their 
ourn Countrymen for their Guides and their Ex- 
amples. Aodi without doubt, when Julius Scali- 
ger fo often gives bioi the firft Place in the Tribe 
of Greece^ it s chiefly for this Reafon^ becaofe he 
has taken Care to be largely indebted to Virgil ; 
and by not mifemploying theXreafurcs^ hasftiown 
that he defervcd to borrow them. 



MaMhMmHBBiMtaiAriiMkMMaaMkMaiMM^Ha^HM^a^aBMH^B^aM^^s^^i^MMM^M 



The End of the Firft Part. 
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Containing tbofey wbofe Qreat Names and 
Credit have arrived at our Jze^ though 
their Writings are for the moji Tart hfi. 

LINUS. 

HE has the Honour to be reckoned the 
firft Man in the Poetick Story ; though 
^ Paufanias aiTures us> that he either never 
made any Verfes^ or at leaft that none o£ 
his Pieces came into the Hands of Pofterity. On 
the other fide, f Dioiorus Siculus reports, that he 
ivrote, in the Pelafgian Tongue, the Afts of the 
iirft Bacchus^ and other Fabulous Pieces. For this, 
and many the like Reafons, we may fairly con- 
clude, there were two of this Name, both tamous 
ibr Mufick and for Verfe^ and fo Suidas has deter- 



f B99tk. p. 5-85. t Lib. 5. p. 140. 
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mined. Buc their Scones are (b confounded^ that 
'tis impoffible to diftinguifli the Adventures of one 
from thofe of the other ; fome Authors attribu'i* 
ting to the Elder what others report of the Youn- 
ger ; and fome again obliging the Younger with 
thofe Honours, which the Elder had enjoyed in 
cither Rdations< Perhaps, 'tis on this Account 
that the great Scaliger feems to acknowledge but 
one Linusy and accordingly reprehends ^ EufeHus 
for doubling him. Indeed the moft fanious of 
the two has drowned the Credit of his Name- 
fake, as much as his Scholar Hercules did the Clot- 
ty of the other Heroes of that Name, And thcrcs 
fore as all the Adiptil of thofe Worthies are at- 
tributed to the Grand Hercukt ; £b whatever Li^- 
ms^s there may have been in the World, they 
make bat one Charader and one Hiftdry* 

LiMUs then was either of Cbakis, f or as moft a-«* 
gree of J 7%etes, Sort to Ap^Ug by ** Terpficbwe^ or 
by ft Pfamathe ; or elfe to Amphimarus by $§ Urania^ 
or to Mercury by the fame Lady ***. He paiTes 
for the firft of the ffr^ovj who invented Rhimes 
and Melody ; and for this reafon jyirgil has done 
him the Honour to make him Chief Officer to 
the Mufes on the Aowian Mount, and. deputed 
by them to introduce and complement Galks. . 

Vt Linus hac iUi^ &c Eclog. 6. 

His three famous Scholars were Hercules^ T'ha- 
mjris^ and Orpheus. Of whom, the Ingenuity of 
the two laft, made Amends for the Dulnefs of 
the firfl: ; who, being correded once by bis Mafter, 
took an Occafion to knock out his Brains, with , 
the Harp which'he was awkwardly managing. Tho' 
others make Urns to have been killed at laft by 

■ 

^ SM. -ff PMHfan. %S SM.tx,Ptiufan. •** Suid. 
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Afdlo^ for daring to contend with him in Mofick 
Mid In Vcrf€ *» 

The old Grecians were fo trod>led at the Lo£s 
of their admired Mafter, as to introduce a folemn 
Cuftom of bewailing his Death. And every Year» 
before they offered their ufual SacriBces to the 
Mu&s on Mount Beikm^ they ^11: jperformed the 
Annual Ob&quies of Linus $ who tor that pur- 
pc^e had a Statue^ and a Kind of an Altar ereifted 
to him in that Ptaoe f; His Tomb being in the 
Temple of Jfoih lydus at Argas. $ Honur alludes 
to the Cuftom of lamenting Urns in folemn Ver« 
fes, when among other fine Stories engraved on 
Achittes^s Shield, he fancies the Figure of a Boy 
finging to his Harp the Praife of Unus, 

*llA§ehr iuBdeA^i, Alvof /* 'dm' kaKov ieii'^^ 
MirrdLKu.^mvtf, IKad. 18. 

Here a fair Touth his tuneful Ivory ftrung j 
While its foft Voice unhappy Linus fung. 

for though All'®- is rendred Oiorda in this Place by 
the common Interpreters, yet we have the Judg- 
ment of ^ Paufamas to underfland it of Linus the 
Poet. 

But in one Thmg that moft exaft Hiftorian 
feems to be miftaken ; and that is, when be tells 
us, that the Sorrow for Linus^s Death was fo uni^ 
ver£al, as to pierce as far as Egypt, where they 
mourned his Fate in a folemn Song, to be repeat- 
ed at fet Times ^§ . For it appears from Hero^ 
Atus, that though the Egyptians had indeed among 
them a Lamentation which they called by the Name 
of Unusy yet it Ihould feem they gave it that Name 
only in allufion to the like Cuftom in Greece : Not 

* Peufi$n. f P^ufm. Bm^tie. p. ^84. $ Idem in Cerinsk p« 
itS, *^ Becotk. p. f 8f . %% Ibid. ^54. 

but 
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btic thftt they had all the whil& a different Rea-*. 
fon for their publick Sorrow ; and bewailed the 
Death of one of their own young Princes, under 
the Name of the Grecian Poet> who had given oc- 
cafion to the firft Ceremony of that Nature among 
his own G)untrymcn*. 

It feems the Tibetans laid claim to bis Reliques 
as well as the Argives : and they had a Story among 
them, that when King Philips Son to Amimas^ had 
defeated the Grecians at Chcfronedj^ be wajsadmo- 
atlhed, in fome e^ctraordinary Viiion, to carry 
away Unus's Bones ; but that being afterwards 
countermanded by another Vifion, be took care 
CO return them fafe to 7%ebes §• Tet in Paufam" 
/i/s Age, they confe0edj that Time had worn out; 
all the Marks of his Sepulchre f. 



ORPHEUS. 

WHoever has read the charming Story of Or^ 
pheus in l^rgity and the moft* ingenious 
Application of it by my Lord Bacon ; will be fare 
to defpife a grave Relation of his Life, and a 
dull Defcription of a fancied Heroe. , But the 
Poets would take it very ill, if the great Improver 
of their Art fliould himfelf pafs for a Fable. And, 
though * Ariftoth is faid to have affirmed that 
there was never any fuch Man in the World ; yet 
there ar^ Memorials enough in Authors of Credit, 
to prove him not only a real Perfon, but one of 
the moft confiderable of Antiquity. 

♦ Vid. Hirodct, Lib. 2. cap. 79; 5 faufm, Boetie. p. j'85, f I* 
ibid. 

* TuU. di Nat. Veor. 1. i . 



I^art IL T^LiFs (/ORPHEUS. j 

As to his Age, a great Man who has had oc*- 
cafion lately to make ufe of hts Philofophy, con^ 
eludes chat he Bouriflied foon after the Times of 
Mofes*. Indeed £^^^f MX exprefsly fees him down 
cotempqrary with Gideon^ while Suidas extravagant- 
ly carries him up eleven Generations higher than 
the Trojap War. The Report runs for his being 
born at Lebethr^ in Thrace^ and Callitfe the Muie 
is pitchefl pn for his Mother ;* though he has rea* 
fon to claim the Title of Fkther of aB the thorus^ 
as he is ftiled by the Father of all our Learn- 

As the Superfiition of the old Heathens Is com- 
monly charged on the Powers of Poetry, Or- 
pheus muft be content to bear the Infamy \)f the 
firft Invention^ if he afpires to the Glory of the 
fecond. , 1%'$ agreed^ that, after a long Courfe of 
the deepeft Studies, aiid an extraordinary Skill in 
the fabulous Theology, he travelled into Egypt, 
andhiringi^g thence, inoft of their Magick Rites, 
and fkrange .Ceremonies of Worfhip, he eflabliflned 
them in t Greece. Some knowing Perfons have in- 
geniou^y defended him under this Cenfure> while 
they tell us, that he found it impd^ble to reclaim 
and inltruft a Brutifh and unthinking People, any 
other way, than by the groffeft Notions of Reli- 
gion; and'try iuch odd Cuftoms add Ways of 
publick'^^flhip, as might make the greateftim** 
pref^oti oii theirSenfesr That, in the mean Time^ 
he'abhojted the PdytheiJTm he introduced ; and be^ 
forie hi^ Death recanted all his abrurdi Dodrines, 
in thefe Pb?nts$. Bik while the Truth of this A- 
pology \s€b very uncertain, and lies under fuch hea- 
vy Stifpicipns, there^s no need toad'Mnce htm to 
fudi a 1?kth of true Holifnefs, in oppofiti6a td the 
gedejm^^etifttr& of hts Idolatry and Impoftures; 
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Nor will the flight Excafe of— —Sir magms 
eomfoneri faroa fiUbam * erer ftop the Indignacioiv 
of a picas Man» when ht finds Orpheus compaitd 
l^ich Mofes., 

Thofe who are concerned to vindictre his Ho^ 
noufy may more modeftiy extenuate the Crime cl 
his SuperftitioO) by alledping how n^uch he deftt- 
red ot Mankind for tammg the rode Safages by 
the doable Force of his Mufick and of his Pre- 
cepts; and for civilizing that Mation« which after« 
wards fpread its Arts and Manners over liie Cir- 
jcuit of its barbaroqs Neighbours. Horace has gi- 
ven us his juft G>mmcndation, as well as his juft 
Hiftory. 

« Sylve fires hmines facer Inter frefifue^ SUeewn 
Cfidibm CSf vi6lu fade deterruit Orpheus, 
3)i£l^s eh hoc lenire "Tigres^ ratidojqne Zeortes. 

Orpheus {nfpit'd by more than humaa Power, 
Did not (as Poets feign) tame Savage BeaAs ; 
But Men as lawlefs, and as wild as they : 
And firft difluaded them from Rage and Bh>od. 

ROSCOMMOV. 

» 

'Tis not improbable that bis Mit$ckan4 his Ver* 
les bad a large Share in this glorious Atchieve- 
9ienit : And 'twas to th«m (oo. he owed the ]£ftccm 
and VeaeratiQU he gai^i^d, by fail Methpd of Ofr 
piating Horrid Wickedneifes, of curinf; Diften-* 
perS) and of appealing th/^ ^ Anger ot Heaves. 
For Charms and Enchajitmencs were always lootk'4 
00, as the Divine Works of Poetry j and ^cis 
ptea&nt to.obfcrvei that whpre^cv^r (hpfe Arts art 
ftitl.preMi^ed.to^ the Qpc^rgtiou i# fiiU Bferfo^ed 
in V?rfe. 
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We ^re littk comcTned (with the Pbilofophy of 
Or^huSf. or with bis M^l InllitutionSj any farther 
tbf n thfy were obligieij to his nobler Faculty of 
Harmociy and Kufnbprs. And (bould we atcempc 
an Enlargement pn the PaiTages ot his Life, Hif- 
tory iaf5iuld defert vsiVk th? Enquiry; Mobile, in* 
ft^ <^ jcclacing the Qmftt of hi5 particular Ad- 
vcaturfs, it only fevburs ii$ with thofe general Tc& 
timoni^s of his Pow,er aod his Worthy which have 
been already produced. . 

The MW^ ^ Ws I>eatb is moir^ talked of; 
and genf rally IamI to the Charj^e of the T)jracian 
Dames. They fay, that the Women's Quarrel 
with him, was cccafioned by his drawing their 
Husban^^ after him^ as he paft thf^' the Country^ 
Ha?ing JfofoKed on hj3 Murder, they dared not to 
attempt if« ; 'till the Bpwl had gone plentifully 
rouxi^ ^4 infpirc^ them with Courage for th^ 
Fa^*. , Which gave the Hint to the Poets, to 
make ch$ Villa^y be pomnf^itted at the Feaft of 
Bacahm^ at^d the Matrons concerned in it, to be 
tranfported with the Fury of the P^/feffing God. 

The Atac^nians^ who in Paufanids's Time j in- 
habited the Country at the Foot of the Mountain 
Pieria^ avd pofTqflled thf City Dion^ affirmed} tha^ 
Orfheus, ^fjaj. torn in pieces by the Women, i^ thai; 
very Place j there jftaqding at about forty Furlongs 
diirancc from the City towards the Mount, a Pil^ 
lar, with a Stone Crn on the Top, faid to contain 
the Bones of the Poet. The River Helicon yi^ By 
this Place was obferved to fail under Oroundiiand 
to rife again at a conliderable Diftance. The 
Tradition of the People thereabouts, was^ that 
anciently the^ River run all along with an open 
(jMvf^tit^ ^4>l!^ that, wh^n the cruel Dames would 
have waflied otf Orpheus's Blood in its Stream; ic 

O a imnc^ 
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immediately 'fuppreffed it*s Waters; Icaft they 
ftiould contribute to the Expiation of Co horrid a 
Crime, There are two other Accounts of his 
Death : The Firft makes him to have periftied by 
a-Thunder-bolt, fordarmg to difclofe fome My- 
fteries to Mankind, which . Heaven intended to 
keep them unacquainted with. The other reports. 
That after the Death of his Wife, coming to Aor^^ 
nus in Thefprotia, where there was a Necromantick 
Oracle, and fancying his Euridice to be always be*^ 
hind him at his Heels, he at lafr .ventured ta look 
back, and finding himfelf miftaken, was, fo a(ha- 
med of his Folly, as to prove his own Mitrther- 
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Whatever Works he might leave behind him, it 
was concluded as long ago as Arifietk*s Time, that 
there were none of his Genuine Rcnrains in the 
World. Moft of the Poems under his Name (ma- 
ny of which we meet with in Harry Stefhen/s large 
Edition of the Grecian Writers in Epick Verfe) are 
adjudged to one OnomacritttSj who flonrifhed near 
the Time of Pififtratus^ between the doth and the 
70th Olympiad,- Not but that fome of thefe Pieces 
might have an Orpheus for their Author ; fince 
Suidas reckons up five of the fame Name, all Po- 
ets : But then their Charaders are periflied, tho^ 
fome of their Writings have been prefefved ; as 
his Charader is preferved to atone for the Lofs 

of his Writings. 

■ 

* tanfM. Bmttit. pug. ^9^. 
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MUS'MUSi like his.two famous Predcceflbrs, 
has reached birr Times wichnvi certaiii^ 
TeftitnonialS) but thofc^ of an admired Name, and' 
fl getiG^kl fraife* Heis'faid to have been Scho*^ 
lar^atle^^ if not Son to \ Orpheus; and. was like 
h^ tooefteemeda Proph^ as Well as a Poet. For • 
5kniM pints him amo^g rtie Ms&^6i<> whom he rec- 
kons up in the Sixteenth 'Q<tok of his Geography. 
And $ Paufamas^ making him one of the xpjKr/^oA^^w, , 
fays, thiae he himfelf bad'- f^n - fome of his Pre-, 
didions.' He had the'Honoar tobe Prieft to Ce^ 
ti$^ and Prefident of heir Ekufinian Myfteries ac 
Athens ; Oli which accbuntf-^*' Diodorus makes Hercu^ 
If^ wliia npon' him in hig Travels^ to be initiated 
in^chofe hdyCei'emdnies. 
" Hefro^ed Orpheus a!i his Pattern in ail Things: 
And .therefore would HOC put in^ for thie Prize ac; 
the PytfiianGsimQSj td^be beftowed oh'him who fung 
^ the btft iiymn to i^^ni/b ; ' becaufe 0;f £se»/ bad de-^ 
dined tliat Ifpnour before him f f. 

* At Athens^ within the old Bounds of. the City^ 
<Wer againft che*^ao^oi!rV,ifiooda little Hill, wher<^» 
Mufaus ufed to (ing his Verfes, and^ .where he w:as, 
afterwards 1>uried. It feems, it was at laft turned 
iifto a Forrification, ^mdcCathed ^^Ab^dum.^ 

*** Paufanias delivers it as his Opinion, that the 
Pieces* commonly attributed t6 Muftis in his Timfe, 
were the Works of Onomacritus^ and that there 
were no certain Remains of Mufaus, except his 
Hymn to Ceres, 



• * if<!i?i(. v+ IJW. Sie. I. 4. p. itfa. ^ In Phpcit. p. 631. 
^^ i. 4. p. i6ii ff Paufrn* Phocic.p. 6^o» $( jit$ic. p. 4^. 
••• Ibid. p. 39, 
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Indeed we have at prefent an admired Piece of 
the Story o£ HtrB and Ua^jer undes^ this Name ; 
which the Great A/zi^er^ has extravagantly pre- 
ferred to the Works of Hemer in Age and Worth ; 
and pretended' that it Aipplled the lUid 9id thts 
Odydey with ixune of t&eit finoft $arol[es;i;thDogh 
they loft very muck in the Copying. 8Mt ^ op« 
poiitian'to that Tyrant inCriltaifmi Learned Men 
have generally ooncladcd i thitt fince ,if ft meet fo 
often with the Name of ^iffym^^ yet^ ntveir witb 
one Hint abont this Poem ja the Anciient Oretk 
Authors and their Inter prcbm;: ao4 fimje a PiT- 
covery has beea made d£ .fcMe crediMe.'MaiMi<>' 
fcriptSi where the Work is.iafctibca ^^4t^TiTe9^ 
ftt^ii, this oonld not havfr*the oki Akftus ibr its 
Amhor, but. fome Leaned CTtmrnAMiAti jd the 
fame Name, who lived in all Probability about 
the 5 th Ceacury, that is; sear the Time iiijNjm-' 
nus i from whole Dtonffiacki he will appeal to have 
b6rroiwed ^very largely, upon a CoUadov. .^ Ae 
two Poems t ^ Howeveri finee it has beto abiver-^ 
AitHy acknowledged for fo coned, fe fweae^ and 
fo moving a Pitee; it will fcarce be ihdd^t iw 
worthy of the Ah^ent Abffffus ; thongh VirgH has. 
repreiented him as Foreman to the £4|^iMi Tribe 
of Poets ; and bearing t^f. kis SbmUtrs 4iifVi tit 
wndriKg hbikkujk. > 

Mnpmk me ^mm^ && JSxlL vi. ir. 66Tk 

fWeeti^i Ub. 5-. e. a* f Vide J>m. fMetm ia M«^4aw* 
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TTRTMU S. 

HE was born at Miletus ; but lived at Athens, 
maintaining hiinfelf by his Elegiack Mufe^ 
his Pipe, and his ochool His Story is one of the 
iineft of Antiquity ; and the glorious Succefs of 
fiis Ver&s has advanced his Kame to^ the Rank 

?f the greatei]k Heroes, as well as 6f the nobleft 
, ^oets. . 

.; The iMed^mnians having blocked up MeJJene H 
molted Gty oi PeUp^m^m many Years, and hav- 
ipg ftvpro to carry the Town, o^ to die all before 
iip upon confulting the Pythian Oracle were advi«- 
jpfct f o; aigP^y themfelves tp the. Athenians, and to 
Jdorr^w :ot;them a General^ who (hould infallibly 
^vLt /f Iwpjnr (^onclu(ion to the Siege, The Athe* 
mam ko neitir^ were not much inthned to al&^ (uch 

gkWfS]^.,Heig^bbom;s ::.However to ftow fomc 
1^4; p| p]^edience] to (fie Draclei and fonieSedfe 
of xhp Hjonoiir done to t(icir City, they fent them 
Tyrtaus^ and did ^ot much envy theGlorv they wer6 
likely to get, under fucH a ridicdlous Commander. 
For,^be(Ues bis poor-j^mpioyment of teaching 
Boys, he i^1»porced^o have been fiiort, and very 
detormed ; Bund of one £ye, and lame into the 
Bargain ; and pa^ng, for little better than a 
fool in tne Opinion ot tiis Neighbours. The £a- 
cedamonians /were, however, very glad to receive 

, bim, defiring no other Qualification but his being 
lent t'h^m Jby the Athenians. With him in their 

, Train, tik;y advanced wi^th tlie greateft Hop^s to«. 

[veK^M^em; an^ taik^a of nothing but of the 
Vidory which was to attend this Me(fenger of the 
Fates. Bat being unfortunately defeated in three 

• 'finrard EingiitS^nlkeftts^tl^^ gi^w (b deipflrace ts to 
enrol the viiy Stevtit^ niftdtd they mtA'cally abfaor- 
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red| in the Lift of Soldiers; and to promife them 
the Wives o£ thofe Citizens who died in the War. 
And when thi^ laft;igQ9ble Shift proved ineflfe&aal, 
the Spartan Kings were refolved to lead back the 
Relicks of their Army ; and to confuk at;, home 
abouc fome better Meaning of the Oradle's Ad^ 
vice. To hinder this fatal Defign, Tfynaus began 
to exert all bis Spirit, and all his Infinuation : 
And at laft by his cQtidnual Le&ures of Hpnonr 
and Courage,^ delivered m moving Vcrfe to the 
Army ; he raviflied them to fuch a Degree with 
the Thoughts of dying for their Country, that> 
being all bpnton another Attack, and at .the fame 
Time, as it were, fure of falling in the Encoun- 
ter, every Soldier bound a Ijttle Plate of Brafs a- 
bou(: his Arm, with an Infcription, gi\^ng an Ac- 
count of his N«mc and Family ; for . 4!he Ufe of 
tbofe wh9 (hould have the Care of their Inter- 
ment. And how, rulhing on with a faf'lci^ Tranf- 
port to meet the Enemy, who came out oJF the Ci- 
ty, on the Defiance fent them ; after a mdft blo<>- 
dy Field, the Viftory fell to the Laced^fmniam ; 
. and the Kevolters were obliged to be fatisfied with 
their ancient Subjefiion*; And thus, ' 

4 

When^ ty Impulfefrom Heaven^ Tyrtius/w^^ 
In drooping SloUiers 4 new CouragS fprung. ' 
Revivihg Sparta, wtu the fight tnaimcm^i^ 
And '(^hat Two Generals Loft, a Poet Gain'd, 

Ro s do M M O N. 

7yYt^ms returned to Athens with the furprizing 
News of his Succefs, and with, thfe hortourable 
Title of ]FVee Deni2en of Sparta^ which Ihad been 
ccHiferred on him, among the Rewards of biis Ser- 
irice t . " ' ' 

• See FMufru/m litfin. p-M^* DMtrmSk.rlif, fiptl 
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It's an ufual Confufion in Authors to attribute 
fome Things of another MeJ[enian War^ to this in 
which Jntfis «^rf e^gajgei ^^Terth^r i^« ^ dc- 
cided whether ne aaed in the Twenty Years Siege, 
which firft brought Meffene^x^o the Hands ,o£ the 
Sftdrtans^ or upon the Revolt of 'that* City upd^ 
tiie Command of Arifiomenes, ^'Nay, ^ DiodormSt^ 
ifilus makes it ar Doubt, whether,v^Kiy?om^iiahittifeif 
did riot Bburifli in that fifflf'War.' However tfic 
Caufe runs much fairer in I^vour of the' fitpnd 
Mejfenran W^r, for the Age of 7jrtaus an4 AHftor^ 
menes both : Knd'^ Paufamas tells us, this begftn[ 
in the 4th Year 6i the ijd Olympiad. ' y 

^calipr thcn'muft be a little obt in his Arcjoihit^ 
wHcn he places 'fjrtkus Iri' the Jtfth Olympiad f? 
and ^ves this Reason for it, becaufe the Mejftiiart 
War broke out* about tKarTime: whereas;^ the 
War he hit^w at, cannot b^ eithet; of thpfe whicfat 
lay any Claim to Tyrtaus ; but 'miift needs ^Be^c 
thii'd- and laft Defeftion of that People froitf ti\c 
Spartans^ when they joined with the rebelli6us ffe^ 
ktes -; of which ** Plutarch and ff Diodorus both 
{peak. Yet Suidas is not much righter, when he 
iets Tyrtaus in the jjth Olympiad; and it's likely 
he and ScaUier were impofed . on by the fame 
Cheat. 

• The Works of Tyrtaus were ; the Polity, of the 
Lacedamoniam ; Moral Precqits in Elegiack Verfe ; 
und Five Bool^s of War-V^rfes, $§ fome Pieces of 
which ftill remain. 



U 



• L. 1$. p. 4Q&. t l^'j^».p.'a4). $ Ad EufeB, Niini, 
CCC LXXXIII. •• In ty€HTg. ft Lib. i S • P« 49^ • 1$ WWL 



1 * 



ARCHILOCHUS. 



14 2^* LirKJf'AiKJH I Lo'cM us. Part If. 



» t • « 



ARCHILOCHUS. 

H^ was bora at ^ ParcSj a little Id^nd in the 
^^ean Sea» of very mean Parents, accord- 
iDfi to his own Acconnt. f GilUus^ from Corwlius 
i^({i,^ fixes the Time of his flouri(hing in the 
Reim Qt Tullus Hoftilius King of /^omr, who was 
preUntejd with that Honour in the Second tear of 
;he a7tb Olympiad % Thertfore l^fetius can't 
be much in the Wjr^% when hp plafea Arclnlo*. 
cikii,iiitbe apch Otyospiad; though be has been 
reprehended by ScdUger on thaA Account In*; 
4^4^ thete are Authors who carry Arcbihohus 
£)niewhat higher, as.' to th& Time, of ^ it#* 
mulm^ and near tha; of ff Gjgfs^ Qut 'twill be 
h^ to find a Chronologer on Sc^Uifis fide, who 
brings him down almoft 20a Years later, as fiu: as 
the Reign of Datius Son to tiyfia&es^^. 

He is commonly reckoned we Author of the 
Jamiickytt&i (^ie^y on thP Xl^A^?>^ o^ •^^^^ 

KttM\ochxttipttprioidhie$ amavH J^tn\56. 

But, eho' many hare b^eh deceived by this Place of 
fihrace^ it's certain Atekibchus ~co\Ad be complex 
mented with thd Hofiodr of this Indention en rid 
other Account, but becaufe he was the Matt whti 
had ufed the Jambick Strain, with the moft Bitter- 
nefs afid the moft Sluccefi^ For, xhat Poems of 
this Nature were much ancienter than Archilocbus^ 
appears from no lefs Authority than that of Arif- 

* StfiA, 1. 10. p. 487. f Lib. 17. c. ti. $ lym. HsUcsrm. 

Nom^ M(2CeifIlt ♦♦♦Poet, api 4, 
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t$tkf who flitares u5, that! :flMR^^ httnfeif ^irfMe « 
Piece in that Wajf,' callea mritm. - 

irfycWA>cA«j tWett ■ crtres his Tide of Prion .iio4 
Father of Ja^Mb ehiefty, t6 th« ttotable Execdti- 
on his laVt^ves did upon one Lycamha^ a Gende- 
manwfto Had promifed him hi» Daagbeer^ tfnd 
afterwards refufed to give her, though the Match 
had been nwidc and agreed on. The Poet's Re- 
fentnients were iff (harp, asf td rtake the Father 
»nd Daughter both hang thettfelves. Therefor* 
Jiwaxi when her owns himfelf to be proud pi fiaw* 
log btoaght the Marnier of AreUfoehus*» Vomritt. 
ofe in Jm^ aethe fame Ti*<j declares in Ms own 
peftnce, thjit tfjough he', ctfdftivours to e*pre§ 
thriNumbefs'irmi th<i Spirit 6{ the GrecMt Vdctf 
yet he has nettbt^i* attacfced ftch unteippy Subjefts, 
flormade nfe b? *« fame killiiSg Exprcfflonsj but 
on the contrary Ms fweeten'ef ahd corrededvthe 
bitter Mufe- of -ii^/WIsc**/, by ii Mixtiar*' df -tli? 
eafy Strains of -Sife/^aftd .<4^«»j. ''.'.[■. 
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' J^tcbUochl, trntes^ e? agenmvtrh» lycaimbdi; •' 

, . . • • ... 

TemprathrcWoc\ii mt^im ^g^mafiuh Sappko» 
' TMeritt Klctaa f fed r«lms ^ trdine di/^ar, 
" ~¥iec jbcerom' qttdfrit ^uem verfibus okHnet afrit j 

Nee Jfonfii lUqtreim famofii eatmine neSit. ■ ' ■ _ 

« 

I firfl fto-X^Vim firom the (Par/«i^ Shore 
Have tooue^t ^ambH^ks $, aiiBing to reifor&s 
Jb^ehHo€bm't GcniiU and his Strain ; 
Kot poov Lycambit^ nan the Miurd'ring Vein* 

* Iib«r. Epift. 19. 
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Sweetens the Call,:;iiiid ctlm« thp fofioui 
; fiy ftic Refofin'd', jgr^bilocbus hie Jifufo 
- Kp dcftin'd Father lahpura to a)^^^ 
'^ [Kor to her Garters drives the ra^iog Maid, ; 
"" Tora Irom his Wifhes, and bis flightcd.Bed* 
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• Bat; Anbilubus may well be allovDed, to perf(> 
fcucej other People in his Satires, . wh^a .ic appears 
chut be t¥as fo rigidly impartial as: not to ipare 
himielf^ For ^uan . t^ljs ua oi^^t Critias who 
WHS veryjfcverc gn.J^iint.for ban jl fuch ^^a , Fool 
1^1 to difcover h^ >wa Difgraqe* ^ If he had 
" .nqt taken care to inform ns (fays he) we hgd 

fiever known that his Xf other w^sr ^ Slave ; not 

tiHat he bimfelf was forced by Poverty to qujc 
^ ParQs and to feek his Fortune ;. nor that his 
*' Wii; was to nearly allied to Malic^^.a^ toip^Te 
^* neither Friend nof Fpej nor tbat.be was a vile 
*' lafcivious Fellow ; nor, what's worft of all, that 
•• he bafely threw gway bis Shield V- 

The left Pan of this Cenf^r^ flipws him to 
have been Hke Horace in Courage as well bs Poe- 
try. And \Strah cites the Verfcs in which he 
gi v^s an Account of that Misfortune, as flnrace 
has pleafantly reeorded his. Perhaps it was on 
accpunt of this PafTage, .that, as Plutarch informs 
us in h\s Laconick l^itutiom^ v^hen he caipe to 
Sparta, that rough People immediately expelled him 
their City ; becaufe they underftood he had hint- 
ed in one of his Pieces, that 'twas better to throw 
away one's Arnls^ than to lofe one's Life. 

Tet for all thiS) hei^-valued himfelf more upon 
his Skill in War, Ibaaiiis Talent in Verfe. Tis 
his own Brag ; 



-' **^fi«». Var. Hift. l.io. c. 13. f Lib. 12. pag.f49. 
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The Ki»g // ^r doe« my firft Service claim | 
.. And the fiiir Mufc inrpires the fecond Flame. 

However, this Imputation of Cowardice is no vcr 
ry great Blot to his Charafier ; But the other 
Qiarges of Lafcivioufriefs and Virulency afe the 
perpetual Stains of his Risputatioh ; though he 
iv^s reckoned an honeft Man on other. Accounts^. 
In his Writings, QuintiUan long fince obfervcd, 
the higheft Force of Expreffion ; Sentences thac 
were, ftrong, and . yet (hoff and glittering, 
** with an Abundance of Blood and of Nerves j 
? fo as to give many People reafon to judge, thac 
*Mf he feemed inferior to ^ny Poet, 'twas on the 
" Account of his Subjeft, not of his Witf. 

Suidas tells a long Scory/ how ^ difTatisfied Apotl^ 
was with his Death-; and how the Oracle refufed 
to grant any Anfwer to the Man who had killbd 
him, 'till he had appeafed his Ghoft. Of which 
vain Relation we need make no farther ufe, than 
to obferve thence that he died in Battel. 

We find thrs ingenious^ Epitaph on him, in the 
Anthohgia : The Author of which was certainly 
of the fame Mind with the Criticks QuimiUan 
fpeaks of. 



<c 
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-: ttett liet'ArcbilocbuS'^ whofc Sacre4 Vein ->* 
The Mufei, partial to t}^ir Jfpmer*spMti\Ce^' . ^ 
Diverted in the keen y4tf}.^/^J(: Strain ^ 

Kor taught hit Hand to reach the Epick Bayt. 

* SmU, f .®«tw^. Inffit. I. 10. c. I. ■ 

sTesichorus. 
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ST ESI CHORUS. 

KE was born at Binara a City of Sicify in the 
J 7th Olympiad* which was the Time of 
liah theProphccf. H'S Name at fiift was 
Tyrol, but was Changed to ^ejlcborui in memory of 
his being the firft who taught the Chorus to dance 
to the Lyre §. There goci a famons Story of him, 
much more pleafant than irue** : That having in 
one of his Poems abufed dit JfekM, the Lady's two 
Brothers, now advanced to Demi-Gods^ cook the 
Affront fo heinoully, as t-y punifli the poor Poet, 
with the Lois of ms Sight. Bat he being quickly 
feolible of the Caufe ot his Misfortune, made his 
Recantation in as Bne Veri^ as had given the In- 
jury ; 'and fo recovered, by hisPanegyricktheBIef- 
io£ he had loft by hh Satire. Horace alledges his 
Cafe, when he is writing a P^^imde of the itame 
lattice CO the injured Omiiia^ 

I ~ .■ ^ : 

Infamis HeleniB CaApr cjfjti^u vice 
-'. ::' frMer^aenu^i Ct&oritt m£ii^«ctt 

^damffa vmi reddidSrt lamina. 

Cafior, enrag'd at Helen's falJe Amour, 
And Cafior't Brother, could remit their Fire ^ 

Aad give the Poet-back bia fisdng Power { 
WoabytheOiaftnsef bi» focaadng Lyre. 

The' Grave iWaTMih Ptato's PiaJntr; does not 
only' tell the fame Stttry, but obHges iM with the 
B^inning of Shj^Aunw's Pilinodei -I 

• SmiJ. f Mufti. Chnu. J 'ni vpS]Q- Kt^i.tuJ''ia. y«tir 
Itnrir. ** SuiJ. _■■ '■ ■^■- ' \ :, -■ i .; ♦ 
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•TU F4l(Q ^ 'tU Slander, aU ihp Mufe has faid» . 
Yott npv^r faw the Galtent FJcet s , 

Tqu nevqi; clicnb'd ^e 3o^t of $fiato 5 

Kor I^naw <ho Scap^al 4>f a 7r<|f a# Be4- 

* "^ ■ . 

> X . . r - • 

Perhi^s the Poem^ in which he bad not beeto h 
ni^eflfal as be ought to that Ladies Qiara&ir and 
Honour, might be his 'iAi» n4p^/<, or the Deftruc*- 
ckm of Trvdwi by PMfama$*. 

He appears to have been a Man of the firft Rank 
for Wifdom and Authority among his Fqttour Cici^ 
Mns ; and t4> hare had a great Hand in the TranfT- 
aiSiooa, hetvftJtn that State and the Tyrant P^d^ 
ris. When the Mmwant firft cbofe : that Evince 
lor their Gomiaander and Prote&or, and were 
now voting tp allow him a Guard for his Perfoni 
&tjkhiui^ who bad all along vigorouQy oppofed 
ehe whole Defign, made them lenfible of their 
FoUy» by reprefentiog theii^ Cafe in a plealanc 
Folate; which» with one bf JEfi>p\^ Aififtotk^brmtfi 
for an Es^ntple oi rhofe Rind of Difcour&s ia 
Jiii t Rhetomk $ Jmd . wbidi now makes i(o gobd A 
F^ure among! u$^in the fameCompimy $• :* 

Upon a Difpute betwixt the Stag and the 
'* Hor£r about; a Piece of Paftoore^ thd Stag got the 
^* jbetter on't, and beat the other: out of the Field. 
The Horfis on this Afiifdnt advifcd with a Maa 
whait Coucfe to take ; who tdd Um^ that^ \i 
he would fttbmic to take a Main opoo his Ekack 
with a Lance in his Hand^ he'd undertake t^ 
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give him the Satisfa&ion of a Revenge. The 
Horfe came to his Terms ; and for the gra- 
tifying of a prefenf P^ffion, made himfelf a 
Slave all the Days of his Life; 

This Horfe^s Condition, fays Stejtcborus^ will 
tie yours ; You .have already received a Bridle, 
by creating a General with ahfohite Comftiand ; 
and now, if by allowing hihi a Gii^fd, you let 
him get tip upon your Backs too, yoa*l have 
** your Revenge, btft yo!li^Mofe yoni''' Liberties/' 

Without doubt the Himerians quickly repented 
of their new Settlement; and we 6nd Steftchorui 
deeply engaged in promoting the Defign ol a Re- 
volt, Phalaris^ getting Intelligence that the Poet 
was one of his moft v'iolent Qppofers ; and that 
he was now railing Men and Money to favour a 
Defedion, fends him that Epiftle- which is the 
5^2d in his Works ; where he firft tells him, he 
faears^of the-Plot he is driving.^ the? laughs at 
the Folly of it ; and at laft threatens him, that 
tho'' the Poets commbnfy fancy themlHvfes able to 
efcape by the Help of fomie Ddlty, ' yet Heaven 
k feLfflijUl not fecore him from his Hands. Indeed) 
thfi JlimeriMs refufed to fend him io'AgrigenmhnaL 
Phdtarh his Order, But, within a little' Time, He, 
isojd tiwb more aF their Agents, • were intercepted 
by tfte Tyrant's Officers- in their PdfTage to O- 
1fii»b. . By the Letter whick Pbalarii wrote to * /fi- 
mera on this occsfion^ it appears, that he imme«- 
idiately^executed one /bf the Gentlemen; that he 
5de(i|[ned to fend o«e of thetn home fafe, but kept 
JJfk/^io«j,/till he xoold invent 41 Deistth, attfwe* 
table, to his Crimet'^ But after a little Acquain- 
ttm3e with the. Poer&Perfoo and Excellencies, - we 
£nfd the Tywnt« Fury turning into Love and 
4[leQ9^f^'«and.his; ^;efolutt6n £6 farichangedy as 
to make him rcftore the admired Captive with 

'* SccP^/ir.Epift/iii. f Epift* 108. ... -/ 

flonour 
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Honour to his Friends. At the fame Time, he 
tells the * Himerians^ that \was not for their Sakes 
he releafed their Emiflfary, but for the Sake of 
thofe Delities and Heroes whom he fenred and 
obliged. That, he was fo far from punifhing him 
with Death, as to with it in his Power to preferve 
luch a Man eternally fecure from Dying. That 
for the future they (hould let Sufichorus enjoy his 
Lyre in quiet : And, if they muft be managing 
new Defigns, they (hould employ fuch Men, as 
i^hen they fell into his Power, he might kill with<^ 
out any^ Reftraint fromConfcience and Religion. 

By this Ad of Graee> Phalaris did not only 
(how his Love and Efteemfor Part$ and Learnings 
but his Judgment in thefn too. Ah4 therefore9 
when one Ariftohcbus an impudent Tragedian, 
had abufed him in his Verfes, and hoped to come 
off as fairly as &efichorus ; the Tyrant gave him to 
underftand f, that he did not jpretend a Kindnefs 
for Poets in general^ but only for the belt of that 
Profeffion ; nor would be generous to all his Ene- 
mies, but to fuch only as deferved his Gencrolity 
by their own : In (hort^ that the vain Libeller 
(houkl quickly find the Difierence, between himfelf 
and Steftchorus : Not, as a Puni(hment for his foo- 
li(h Verfes, but for his Prefumption, in hoping 
for the fame Fate with fo great a Man. 

But, what's (Granger than all this, Phalarii^ how* 
evbr inclined to Jealoufy and Sufpicion, would ne- 
ver after be periwaded to think hardly of Stejt* 
chorus. And» when a Couple of bafe Fellows had 
accufed him as the Encourager of a new Sedition 
by bis Verfes, the Tyrant gave himfelf the Trou* 
ble of three Letters §, to exprefs his Disbelief of 
cheir Story. In that direded to the Poet himfelf ^% 
he generoufly exhorts him to carry on the Defign 

• Epift. 9 J. t Epift, 61, $ Epift.ti, 73, r47. ♦♦ Epift. 
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of his Miife ; and, if he was writing agamft Ty- 
ta&ts, not to baulk any Expreffion, for fear of bk 
Refentmems. 

Phahris expeAed no great Return. for thefe 
Kindnefles. As for his own Pecfoo^ he poficively 
forbad Sitjidmm^ ta addrefs any Vcaies to lus 
Prmfe*: And having only got him to compofe 
fomttbing in noemory of the Wi& of one of his 
^neods t» he dedarcd this to be a fnffident Ob- 
ligation §. 

Siefichrtts died v: Caima in Sitilf, in the 5$th ** 
or 36th ft Olympiad, $x above focurfcore Years d 
Age. The People there were fo fenfible of the 
fionoor his Rdiques did their City, that they 
refolvc^ to keep the Trtafme, whatever Pnetca- 
ces the JfUmersam flioolid niahe to the concrary. 
They, on the other hand, findii^ all eafier Me- 
thods ineiSrdnal, determined to reotwer then: Po- 
et's Body at the Expence of a. War. But it's pro- 
bable they might be diverted from this Defign by 
the Advice of their Matter Phalaris^ whoaa they 
eoniUlted on the Occafion, and dcfired bis Aftf- 
tance. He tells them 10 his Anfwer §^ , That he 
vi/M ready to undertake any Enterpme for the 
Sake of Stefichrus ; even to proclaim War againft 
the Fates them&lves for his Ddiverance. But 
then, he weuld have them confider^ that where* 
ever their Divine Poet was Buried, he would ftill 
be reckoned an J£merian ; and ftill belong to 
their City, on account of his Birth and Life ; 
tbou|h aU ether Places in the World flsould claim 
him for his Vertue. That, feeing how daagerous 
h might prove to quarrel with fo good Neighboars, 
they (houid venture to let th& CatamMT hvM him a 
Sepulchre ; while they themfeh^es ereded a Ton- 
pie to his Memory, and fixed up his Verfirs in all 

* Epift. 79, & 146. t «!«*. 78. $ Kpift. 6r. ♦» Emfih. 
Chron. ff SniJ. $§ Epift. 54). 

the 
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the Pablick Places of the City : Never coundng 
their Friend dead, whilft any of thefe Monuments 
lemained. In Ihort, that they fiiould confider^ ic 
would be always a greater Honour to their City, 
to bare bred a Perfon of fach a Charader, than 
to the Perfba bimfelf, to hare deferved it* 

But this was not the only Honour the Tyrant 
paid to the Memory of Stefici^rus ; for we (mve 
Sill the Confolatory Epiftle \ which he wrote to 
the Poet's Children-; where,i bcfides . his Art of 
allaying their Griei'» he has given fo noble a Ter- 
timoay of the Father's Worthy a^ , is. enough to 
make us form much kinder Notiooa of Phahrh^ 
than we draw from common Hiftory. 

*' When he happened (lays he} to fall uncfer 
'^ my Power and Threats, he never difc'overed 
*' the leaft Fear of what he expeded to fuflfer. ; 
^' but proved as Generous a Captive, as he had 
^ been an Enemy. His Wifdom bsclkt the Force 
'^ of my Tyranny } and 'twas impoffible for m^ 
'^ to do him any Mifchiefy becauie whatever 1 
^^ did, he ftiU turned* into a Benefit. When bjf 
'' infinite Labours I had at lafl: gained him to me. 
^^ or rather made myfelf his Captire ; all that 1 
^' ever defired was to make htw fome Return for 
** theFivoyr. Therefore I don't reckon, yoK 
^^ ought to thank me, if thele laft twelve tears of 
^\ his Life, I have paid him a conftant Refped^ 
^^ but that I rather am ftill inAnhely in his Debt 9 
^^ who beiades his Kindneis of ftrengthening my 
^* Mind in other Matters, was the only Man ii» 
*^ the World, who had the Power of perfwadin^ 
1' me to defpife Death." 

If thdTe Epiflles of Phalarh are not acknowled* 
cd for Genuine ; (as they lie under heavy Siifpi«* 
cions) though we: loie a great Part of the true 
Hiftocy of the Poet's Life ; yet wt ftUl advaac# 

* Epift. 103, 
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this main . Foin t, the Eftcem and the Charafter he 
Bo^e tfrith Antiquity. However we may venture 
to borroiv' one more Notice from the fame Mer- 
moirs; and that is, that his Daughters inherited 
fome Part of h?s Spirit atid his Vein. The Ty- 
rant tells one of iiisr Friends* that having been at 
tttmera on Bufincfs, he happened to hear Sufich^ 
rUs^s Daughters flngirig to the Harp^ partly their 
Rthet's, and partly thdr own Cdmpofitibn ^ ; which 
though not equal to his, yec were preferable to all 
others in the World. 

' We have no Catalogue of his Works on Record: 
Suidas only tells us in general, that he compofed 
il6 Books, of Lyricks in the Dorian Dialed : Of 
which, a few Scraps, not amounting to threefcore 
Lines, are fet together in the CoUedion of Fifei- 
us Vrfims. 

Majefiy and Greatnefs make the common Cha- 
rader.of his Stile. Hence Horace gives him the 
Graves Camma. Hence Alexander^ in Dim Qjrj^ 
fofiom^ reckons him among the Poets whom a Prince 
ought to read : And Sjnefius puts him and Homer 
together as the noble Celcbrators of the Heroick 
Race. QuiniiUan^t Judgment on his Works will 
juftify all this. " The Force (fays he) of StE- 
^' SlCHORUS's Wit appears from the Sob- 
'* jeds he has treated of j while be fings thcf 
** greatcft Wars, and the greateft Commanders ; 
^^ and fuftains with his Lyre all the Weight, and 
** all the Grahdure of an Epick Poem. For he 
^ makes his Heroes fpeak and ad agreeably to 
^ their Charaders. And, had he but had the Gift 
** of Moderation, he would have appeared the 
" faireft Rival of Homer. But he is too loofe^ 
^ and does not know how to contain his Genius ; 
^ which, though really a Fault, yet is one of thofe 
? Faults which arife from Abundance and Excelsf **. 

♦ Epift. 67. t Lib. 10* CI. 
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MIMNERMUS. 

HE was born at Co&^i&oti according to * Stre^o; 
though Stt^rna' and i ^flypale put in their 
Claiiq for tha ,£ame Honour. - - Stiidaj has pia^ 
him In the 37th Olynjpiad > which js fomewhac 
earlier than the feven wife Men':' WhereaS it 
IhoHJd ; ieem by Ijtertm*^ Life of Sohn^%\izt -he 
Vasthpir Cotemporary. For there, we find -the 
Pp^t, wifhing in a Difliph to live only'^^'fouircol'fi 
Yes^ . without Paiii and without Cares^ prefenrii 
cpffe^ed by icrfes, and ftdvifed to deliie no niore 
tl^n'ljjfty Years, ThpjJ^h (by the way) aswehatfe 
the Text of Ijurtlus,"ihi Anfwer 15 quite fpoiledi 
white 'ESmtarrMTn is put in the Verfes of Mi^Her' 
mus, flod 'Oy<pmiiorri^Tii/iri thpfe of the Phil ofophef. 
There are but few Frai,gmentl''p|'^liitn' reinain- 
ing, yet enough "ib ihow" Him 'ih "accotnblilhed 
M?ftpi:p^._Elegy,jWlj.ich; was tbp^^tiajn he follaw- 
edj'anqin wIuchj,',tHbiigh'0wJ«i7/a^ has giyen 
CaSirtidcmis the Orown/yet we hnd Mtait making 
./^■»iiKra«H hisSuperifir io thefaipeXi^ld..^ 

IDifcedo AUxM-piikiiitttttt. "llli nito'qiUi ? 
^tis nifi Callimachtts I fi flus adpefcere vifiiSy 
Mr Mknninaar f t$~QptivirTvgaomifie gaadet.- 

He own* me like /ilcteus. How muft I 
'■ Return the PraifeTLct faith iri Eltg^ " ' 
Rcigai-CaUimaehui: Or,'if that £^6! 
Seems flight, applaud himfelf wttli Mmtterm'* 
Name.' ' < ?:.'■'..- 

... *l^i4. p.643. f ShUmi. 
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And Propertius in Love Matters, and in the De- 
fcription of the fofter Pleafores, ventures to prefer 
him to Corner l as the more eafy, . and the more 
moving or>i)ie!L tiPOj 

fPlus in amor e, valet Mioinermi verfus Homero ; 
Carolina marifuetus lenia quitrit amor *. 

' 'greater in Love Mimnerm than SUH^tr reigna : 
!For gentle Loy'e demandi as gentle Strains. 



^\:fVkS Tamper feeUrt to have been as truly Poe- 
tical as bis Writings, entirely bent on JPIeafures 
(jnd oh Lote, and an Enetpy to the lighteft Cares 
pf commort Ballneljs. ^tiome hasf quoted his Opi- 
nion, about the InHgnificancy of all Human En- 
joyments^ if not tetn^ered with pleaiani: HumoorSy 
aj;id eafy Faffioqs. . 

* ^ Si Mimpermui mi cenfet^ yiW ^more jocijque 
Uil ejl jucundkm^ vivas in amor-e jocifque t* 

If, witboiiiXoTes^nd Jeft^| as 'Mimnerm prdvest 
\ AH Thing* j^re diiH 3 live in your Jefta and troves. i 

The Greek Verfes which Horace alludes to, are 
thus fet down :by l^lutartb of M»4 Verme. I 

Tf6irA/»r o7f iMt yiMMm t£v}a fjiihu. 



fri .f. t 



Venus once gmf> wh^t Life, what Fiea£ar9*f i^^x % 
I'll gladly^ytold 10 Fate, vv^ealoft^o 



* Lih.i.EIeg.9. f lib. i.Epift.6. 
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. Perhaps Lucretius mijght have this PaiTagein his 

f Eye, when he complemented the fame Goddefs^ 
with fomething that looks like the fame Thought. 

Nee fine te quicquam dias in luminis eras 
Excritur 5 neque fit i^fupfy nee amahile quicquam* 

^^ ^ " "^'^ Lib. I. 
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clothing Dpw can fpriog'^ 



Without thy Warmth 3 without thy Inflaence bear s 

Or beattilful» or lovefome can appear. 

/ Dry DEN. 

Indeed the Grecian Poet was fofar of the fame 
Principles with the Latin, that Was a pleafant and 
a pardonable Blunder of the honeft old G>mmenta- 
tor on Horace^ to call Mimnermus an Epicurean^ 
though he lived above 300 Tears before the iVju- 
t hot of Aat Narrte and Seft. 

The moft jodipious * Strabo informs us, that 
Mmuermus was a Piper, %v\i(l»i, as well; as a Wri- 
ter of Elegies t Aiid Nawta^ the Lady, that paf- 
fes for his nfiftrefs, is recorded to have got her 
Livelihood by the fame1^rofeffion« Hertnefianax in 
Athenausi makes him to have invented the JElegiack 
Strain to lament the Misfortunes of his Love. 

Mimnermus^ £rll, fo chirm \i$ fi|ckiii|g Care, 
Framed the foft Spirit o' th* Pentameter. 



1 1 
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SJTP HO. 

THIS admired Lady ivho has fo long cDjojr- 
ed the glorious Title of the Tepth Mufe, has 
vet the common Misfortune of iiigi-ring by a con- 
jnfed Story. For the Criticks pretend that there 
were two of this Name, both of the £tme Country ; 
both near the £»ne Xiine^ flod both iuclined to 

the 
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the fome Studies^ Perhaps indeed this may have 
beeti an original Miftake in ^ Atfien^Sy on who& 
AtHhority the Remark is generally built. How* 
ever flnce it's impoi^ble fo much as to diftinguifk. 
the Perfpns ; the Charaders muft lie blended a$ 
they have hitherto been j and the furviving Nymph' 
muft ^own the FauhSi ^$ well as the Vertues o^ 
her £)rgotten >^ame-rfaike« 

Sappho^ then was .^ t MityleHe^ the Capital of 
tbe, ^olian Cities: in the Ifland Lestoss and Qbu* 
rilhed abqat >the 44!th Olympiad $./iii the Ticne 
of Pittacus^ the famous Tyj^ant df chat City, and^^ 
according to the cooimQn Account oitiet of {the fe-*-. 
ven i^npwned S^es of G^r^fc^. 
.. Ther^ are no tefs than eight fathers contending* 
iov i^t \n Suidas } butO/j fats the Honoiirjto t^ 
owfffd for- l^er Mother, without any Difpute. She 
married one Cncolas^ a very. rich Gentleman, who 
came from ^^ Andres. But bef fa$n9U$ Gallant was 
Pbaon J whom, being at firft a Kind of a Ferry- 
man,* the Grw/jw Story-irtdlcrs make to hare taken 
a great deal Qf Care ia carrying /^Wi once over the 
Stream in his Boat. ,r a^d to. have rejceived from 
her the Favour of grjC>wing the moft beautiful Man 
in the World th His Unkindnefs. in throwing; 
of SappbOy and hjs leaving Lesbos for Sicily^ as they 
were the fad Canfe of her Death, fo they were 
the Occafion of fome of hpr fineft Pieces; and of 
that delicate Epi ft le^ which OwJ.makeis her write 
to Ijer ungrateful Spark. The bett Thoughts of 
which he is fuppofed to have borrowed from her 
Verfes j T^je Tentfi Mufi dilating 'what the Ronum 
^oet wrote $§. 

(Jf her own Sex, her three intimate Friends and 
CJpnjpanions, were Attis, TeU/Ula, apd *** Megara ; 

• Lib. If. p. fo5. t StfMb^]. 13. p. 617. S EM/eh.Chroti. 
•» SM. tt -««^»- Var.Hift. 1. u. c i8. JS Lt Frvn A- 
fafjBil page 14. ^^Suiii. 
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<m the aocoant of frhom her Charafter GsSkn £o 
much, from the Charge of difhoneft and unniitU'* 
ral Pleafure ; it being a oonftant Tradition, chat 
her amorons flomour was not (atisfied urith the 
AddrefTes of Men ; bnc chat the was willing to 
have, her Miftreflfes too as well as her Gallants. In* 
deed the incomparable Fremh Lady, who has late- 
ly adorned her Relicks> is very ingenioofly fingu- 
iar in defending her from this unhappy Imputa- 
tion. But however (he may defy the rdft of- the 
World, yet) fince * Mr. Datj^er has declared ibr 
die common Opinion, fhe will certainly fiibmit to 
the fuperior Jac^m^nt of her Husband, r. 

Sappho was by no means a Beauty ; but is tx>m^ 
itionly defcribed as a Lady of very ordinary Sta- 
ture, and of a brown Complexion. Ovid knewve* 
fy well this Part of her CharaAer ; and he only had 
the Art to ezcufe it ; uniefs he borrowed the A- 
pdogy from her own Words. 

Si nuhi diffialis formam natnra mgavit^ ' 

tfigeniajhrtM damna rependo me^. 
Sum brevis : A^ nomen quod terras imflrat tmm 

Sft tnibi : Menfuratn nominis if fa firb» 
Candida fi non fnm 5 flacuit.Ctifh^ia ^erfio 

Andromede^ f atria fufca calore pue. 
Bt variis alha junguntur fi^fe iolumha^ 

Et niger i viridi lurtur amatur ave. 
Si niji qua Fdcies foterit tk digna vid^ri 

Nulla fusura tua eji 5 ntillOi future tjua ^/?. 

' If Nature*a Curfe a lovely Porm denie«, 
r What Shape and Features want, my Wit ruppGcv 
I own my fl\ort Dimeafions ^ that they fuit 
Jufl with my Verle $ and otiakc^ like that, two Foot* 

■ " - ^ . . • • '. • • ^ , 
* Oo IftMtf. Od. 12* I. s. 

••' . . But 
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But then my Name to £irtheft People Ibunds j 
And equal to the World extends it's fioundt. 
Tme Brown : yet ^erfit^ could a Nymph admire^ 
Scorcb'd browner by her fultry Climate's Bire. 
White Doves will bill with thofe of /hining Jet, 
And the green Turtle woe a fpeckled Mate. 
If Thee, but what were worthy of thy Loire, 
No Face could move 5 bo Face could «?ef move. ' 

Finding, after ull^ het dekt'^hoM bexorable^ 

as if he had d^figned to revenge the Injury 

(he bad done hi« Sex i 4hc refolved on this defpc- 

rate Remedy, toMCOver hcrfdf from bis Charms. 

Xc feem^ 'twas a oommon Fancy among the 6re^ 

dm Lovers, that tn cafe their Paffion met with 

extretm Difappoioinieiic, there was no way tocmre 

the Uhhappinefs, 4>ai by I^fping down into the 

^, from the Imcof^^r; the liSMidfa^ a Psbmon- 

tbry 10 the Ifland of tja^K Name > liard by which 

fiood the Temple of Apolk^ wh« they thoughc 

would affift them iath^t Adventiure. Sapfho had 

Courage eooogb to vecic«re on this bold Attempt; 

and, a& Come deliver, was the loventrefis df the 

Cttft^m. But ^Stratu t^ll^ us, tbat they, who un- 

derftood Amiaoity better^ rqxxrtcd coe Ofbakp 

to have made the hrfl defperaoe Ixap £(pia that fa* 

mbus Precipice. 

The Original of this ftrange Humour is net 
known : Bur, 'till a better corner to light, the fan- 
ned one of <Md^ wifl be a pieafant Account. He 
reprefents «S(^^ibo, as advifed in a Vificm to thisPro* 
jeft ; and thus acquainting her Lover with the Coun- 
sel fte had received, and her Refolntion upon It, 



f Utuio.pig.4^a» . 
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Hie egocum laffis pofui/Tem fiebilis artus^ 

Conftitit ante oculos Na'ias una meos : 
Confiitit^ ef dixit^ " quds nunc non ignihus equis 

♦* Ureris^ Amhraci^ terra fetenda tihi. 
•* y>bcskus ab ixcelfo^ quantum patet ajficit ^quor^ 

'• jBdPum fopuli Zeucadidmque vacant. 
" IBnc fe Deucalion Vyrrh^e fuccenfus ampre 

*• Mifit^ 5? ill^fi corf ore prej^t a^uas, : 
•* Nee mora : verji/s amor tetigit lentijfima Tyrrbdf 

** VeSiora ; fDeucalion igne levatus erat. 
^ . ** Hane Ifgem locus illet^etf fPete frotinus aUim 

" lieucada j nee fasco defilmjje fime^*' :. 
Uf ffionuitf cum voce ahiit. Ego frigida Jwgo: 

Nee graviditiacbrymc^s ^ntinuire gende. i -^ 
\ Jbimus^ O Nympbdf^ monfirataque faxapetemm : 

Sis frpfffl ipfano viSus amore timer . 
^icquid erit^ melius quamntmC'&rity aura jnbito^ 

Et mea non magnum corpora pondus bdbefnt : 
- , Suquoque^ mollis Jmor^ pehhas ftippone cadenti : 

* / f N^ fim Leucadide^ mortua^ frimen aqu4S. ^ 

ijHcre, as I bathM my weary Limbs in Tears, '" 
: A Heavenly liTymph was fern to eafe my Cares. 

• ♦* Maiden, flie cried,' that With unequal Love ; 

" Purfii'ft thy S)>oafe 5 far hence you mufi fempvc, 
> ^* High oh a C«ff from the LeUcadian Shore ' " 
'^^•^bodbHS tfreXubjeft WaVcs mafntiins his tcjwer. 

•* Hetice mad Deucalion^ uig'd by Vyrrba\ Fortp, 
•**Plung'd in the Deep, and fwam fe<jure. from. Harm. 
' *^ When ' Love his Quarters chang'd ^ and i>urning 

• "Pain 

* **Seiz'd the Proud Dame, and .him as cold Pifdain. 
** This Gift Kigh 'Pbcibus. pji the Place conferjt'd 5 

«* And iniur*d Love here finds a juft Reward. 
" Go ftraight, go run to Leucade ^ nor fear 
** With the bold Leap to cure your wild Dfefpair .*' 

This 
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This faid ; my Airy Friend was paft my Sight : 
I ftart) and fhake 5 and weeping own the Fright 
* Cooie Nymphs, attend my Vow 5 come all 5 we'll 
run, , 
And climb thefe Rocks the generous Fates havp 

fhown. 
Daiintlels we'll climb. Tho* both are in extreme. 
Yet Women's Fears muft yield to Women's Flame. 
Ko Winds can drive to a more wretched State, 
Nor labour I with Limbs of hurtful Weight. 
And thou, foft Zove^ fupport a Lover's Load ^ '\ 
Thy Wings may reft nde; in the giddy Road 5 V 

Prevent my Fatei and clear the guiltlels Flood, y 

But her ApoUo at laft failed her, as bafely as her 
Phaon. And when (he took the fatal Leap, (he 
quenched indeed her Paffion ; but 'twas with the 
Lofs of her Life. 

Her Lyriques, of which (he wrote nine Books, 
be(ides her Compotitions in other Strains % have 
gained the Prize for Sweetnefs and Force with 
all the grave Judges of Antiquity ; and fuch* as 
cannot be fufpeded of Gallantry and Complement* 
The only two Pieces which remain entire have been 
both preferved by the Mafters of Eloquence, 
while they alledge them for the beft Inftances and 
Patterns of fome extraordinary Graces. One is 
^ Hymn to Venus^ which we find in Dionyjius Ha- 
licamajfus : The other, an amorous Ode addrelTed 
CO one of the young Maids that (he admired ; 
and this we meet with in Longinut. • The laft of 
the two is the moft efteemed ; and is ftill acknow* 
I'edged (as Longinus firft produced it) for the ini-* 
mttable Example of the moft artificial Union, or 
rather Combat, 6f all the Paffions, and of all the 
moving Circumftances that can enliven a Piece. And 

the 
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the Lady has been fo happy in her Fame, as, to 
have this her fineft Work copied by the oiUy two 
Mafters chat were able to do her Jtiftice ; t^ Ca$uU 
lus in Latin^ and by Baihau in French. 

The iiityUnians^ to exprefs their Senfe of her 
Worth, paid her foveraign Honours, after (he was 
dead ; and coined Money with her Head for the 
Stamp : TTie fame which we find exprefled in Fuhri^ 
ns Vrfinus^ and which perhaps gave Occafion to the 
Epigram we meet with in .the Anthologia^ on Saf^ 
fbo^s EfBgies, infcribed to the Engraven 

*AtflofjUT»f J^* ofucAvTf* a^ i nrmtfy^ K$kS^A 

}Ai9Af drctfyihKti K J-^ei/i fuyvuiMr^. 

Thus Nature guides thy Hand 3 and fhapes th^ 

Brafs. 
To hear the tunefiil Mitytenian^s Face. 
^egciftan Fury fparkling in her Eyes 
Difplays the Flame her endlefi Wit fupplief. 
Her Skill not hiing profiile, nor nicely wroughti 
Commends her fimple, unafleSed Thought. 
Her Face, made up of Minb and Mnftur§^ (hen^ 
Mixture Divine 1 Half Venm^ Half a Mt^. 
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I 

J LC ^U S. 

IT*s a pretty Fancy of * Tanaquil Faher^ that the 
Story of 09^/tffi5^s*Head (^hien thrown into the 
Hebrus) being conveyed by the Tritons and Ne- 
reids to the Ifland Lesbas^ was defigned only as an 
Allegory, to exprefs the Eminence of this Ifland 
beycmd it's Neighbours for Arts and V/ic. 

We have already owned our Obligations to it 
for SBpfbo ; and we are not lefs indebted on the 
Account of Akaus, who was bom in the fame 
City, and lived at the fame Time, as that admired 

Ladyf. 

He ieems to have been a Man of the firft Rank 
in the Afttjleuian State ; and it's certain he headed 
the People, when engaged by Arms to aflert their 
Liberties againft the TyTant Phtacus. At the firft 
Opening of that Defign he met with very ill Sue- 
cefs, beii^ expelled the City by the Tyrant's Pow- 
er* But afterwards he improved his Stratagems, 
and returning with a numerous Force, drove out 
the Tyrant, and reftored the ancient Privileges of 
his City. It's remarkable, thac as all Authors a-» 
gree, he contended with ^ittacus in Aims, and 
had.fuch a great Hand in his Expuliion ; fo $Df- 
ogfms Laertius has recorded, that he had a Con- 
tention too with the Tyrant in Verfe ; where 
without doubt he gained a more abfolute Vi&o- 
ry. Yet he preferred his Knowledge in Military 
Affairs to his Arts of. Harmony and Verfe : And 
when he gives us an Inventory of the Goods in bis 
Houfei infiead of Mufical Inftruments, we find 
nothing, but Shields and Helmets, and Belts and 
Enfigns ; and a meer Arfenal for the Tenement 
of aToet. 

• Ahtgidu Viis JisPptf Grec. p. 45. fStnUo.l 13. p. 617. 
§ la SPcrMt* 
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Myfpacious Rooms fparkie toith bamifh*t Brafs^ 
And polifh'd Helinets confecfatc the Place 
To the fierce God. — =- 

■ 

But he had miich better build his Chara&er od 
the Excellency of his Strains, than on the Credit 
of his Feats in War, or of his Love to his Coun- 
try : For there lie two heavy Charges upon his 
Pretentions to both thbfe Honours. 

As to the Fame of his Courage ; f HetodotUs giv* 
ving an Account of a Battle between the Mitjlnti' 
ans and the Athenians^ in nvhich the latter were 
Tidorious, reports, that Ak^tui being engaged in 
Irhe Adion, ran away, and left his Shield to the 
Enemy, who hung it up in Triumph in the Tem-* 
pie of Pallas. And though § Plutarch has cenfured 
Herodotus for this Relation, yet he does not deny 
the Truth of it; but only taxes the Hiftorian with 
Enyy and ill Nature, for not: recording the good 
Grcumftances of the Adion, as well as the bad. 

Nor will his Glory of being a Patriot, flirac 
much brighter than his Courage, as long as fo grove 
an Author as ** Strabo arfures us, that though he 
made it his continual Bufinefs to oppofe the Ty 
rants, yet he was not himfelf altogether free from 
fomeDefigns on the State. 

He courted Sapph very warmly, but never with 
any Encouragement. \\ Ariftctle has recorded one 
of the Rebukes (he gave him. Alcaut accoftingf 
her one Day, and telling her he had fomeching to 

I * Atben^i 1. 14. p. 627. + Lib. f. % Uiei f H£;/«t. 

[ MM^m* ** Lib. 13. p. <ii8. +t ^ketorA. i. c. 9. 

fay ,- 
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fay I but that he was a(hamed to bring it out : 
She finartly replied, chat if he had any good Thing 
to fpeak, and not rather fome Piece of DKhonef* 
ty in his Mind, he would never have been attia- 
med to let it come abroad. 

'He is generally noted for a great Drinker ; and 
would take occafion from the Difference of each 
Seafon of the Year, to illuftrate the Neceifity of 
plying his Wine ; as the Deipnofoph^ft obferves 
in *Athenaus. 

His Writings* were all in the Lyrick Strain^ of 
which fome little Scraps have been picked up, and 
put together in Print by Fulvius Urfinus. 

Horace (with whom he is ufually compared) has 
complemented him as the firft Inventor of the ^ar^ 
biton^ though fome attribute the fgme Honoui; to 
lerfander^ and others to 4nacY eon. 



age^ die Latinum 



Sarbite carmen^ 
Lesbio primum modulate civit 
^iferox hello ^ tcmen inter arma^ 
Sive ja£Iatam religirflt udo 
• Littore navim : 

Liberum, 6? Mufas, Veheremque, g^ //// 
Semper h^rentem puerum canebat j 
Et Lycum nigris ocutis^ nigroque 

Crine decorum f* 

Begin, and found the Latin Song 3 
Begin, and foupd, my deeper Lyre : 
Whom firfl the Lesbian Captain flrung. 
Fierce as he was ^ and cool'd his Fire. 

The calmer Mufick of thy Voice, 

Tempering the Trumpet, and the Martial Noife. 



Lib. io«p,430« t Lib. i. Oil %z. 

Q Or 
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Or whether when the Tyrant's Hate 

or her firm Patriot rob'd the Town ; 

He left hh injtir'd Friends to Fate ; 

Flying o'er Coafts, o'er Seas unknown ^ 
And haften'd to fecure 
His batter'd Veffel on the Marfhy Shore. 
Bacchus he fung 5 and atl th' Harmonious Nine, 
Commending their own Art, outvi'd. 
Nor lefs oblig'd the Cyprian Queen, 
And the fair 3oy dill holding by her Side. 
Nor the Dear Mortal Youth, before 
The God, in lorely Form ; and next in Pow V. 

The Force and Noblenefs of his Stile^ made 
Horace reprefenc him as founding Fulkr than Sappho 
on his * Golden Lyre 3 and in another Place to extol 
his t Mnaces Camena. Even Sappfxf herfelf in Ovid 
acknowledges his Notes to be higher thaa her's, 
though not his Fame, 

Nee plus Alcseui, confers fatrieque lyr^n^^ 
Zaudis habeu quamvis grandius tile finet. 

Alcdsus^ Partner of my Town, and Fire, 
Hears not his Fame found louder, like his Lyre. 

% Quintilian approves the Judgment of Horac^^ 
in giving Alcaus the Golden Lyre in relation to thofe 
Pieces which he wrote againft the Tyrants. And 
adds, that he is very often of good ufe in Morality ; 
that his Stile is clofe^ magnificent, and correS, 
and generally like Homers ; And that, rhough he 
fometimes defcends to Sports and Love, yet at the 
fame Time he always (how;s himfelf to have been 
born for greater Subjefis. 

^ Lib. 2. Od. 13, f Lib. 4. Od. 9. S Inftit. 1. 10. c. 1. 

EPIMENIDES. 
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EflMENlDES. 

IT[E was born at Gmjfus in * O^^/^ ; or according 
1 to others at f Phaftus in the fame Ifland ; 
though PhafluSf or Phaftius, be generally put for the 
Name of his $ Father. He (hewed himfelf aOiamed 
of his fcandalous Country, by his Humour of al- 
ways wearing long Hair ; which might hinder him 
from being taken for a ^* Cretan ; but much more 
by that Charader he left of his Country-men in his 
famous Verfe ; which has the Honour to be cited 
and confirmed by St. Paul/ff. 

They fay, that being fent, when a Boy, by his 
Father to driire a Sheep into the Country, he got 
out of the Road to a Cave, where he lay down 
and flept jy §§, 50 ***, or 40 ftt Years, according 
to the different Accounts. Waking at laft, he fan- 
cied he had taken but a (hort Nap, and began to 
look about for his Sheep ; till, giving over that 
Search, he proceeded to his Father's Country-Ef- 
tate, whither he was at firft bound. But feeing 
the Face of Things ftrangely altered, and the Lands 
poffefTed by a new Mafter, he ran back in a Fright 
into the City. Here endeavouring to get into his 
Father's Houfe, his younger Brother, now grown a 
grave old Gentleman, with much Scruple admitted 
him, and told him how long he had flept §§§. 

Some Authors have difcountenanced this Story of 
his long Dream ; and make him to have wlnndered 
all that Time, in order to the improving his Natu- 
ral Philofophy by the Experience o£ Simples. But 

'^ D.Laert. in vit. + Strah. 1. lo. J Laert. & SuU, ** D. 
Laert. +f Tit. i. i j. KeSrsf dA -^iS^oj, &c. J§ D. LSirt. 
6c PlinA 7. c 5. *** Varro 7. dc L. L. & P/«r«rtfj&. ftt ^^^' 
fan. j£fii,. p. i6, $$§ Dh^, Laert. 

Q a per- 
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perhaps, the Sleep might be only a Politick Fi&ion 
of his, to gain Authority to his Art. For we are told, 
he ufed commonly to put a muph greater Fallacy 
on the People ; pretending, as often as the Fit took 
him, to die) and revive again at his Pleafure *. 

However, the Report of this Accident fpreading 
about Greece^ he was prefently reckoned a peculiar 
Favourite of the Gods, ^nd one whom they admit- 
ted to their d^epeft Counfels. On which Account 
the Athenians^ being tormented with the double 
Plague of Sicknefs and Sedition ; and, upon con- 
fulcing the Oracle, having been advifed to make 
a folcmn Purification of the City ; they fent a Vef- 
fel into Crete^ with an Invitation to Epimenides to 
come to Athens^ and manage the Ceremony. He 
accepted their Offers, and, accompanying the Mef* 
fengers home, performed the Lufiration of the 
Town in this Manner. H^ brought a Parcel of 
Sheep, fome black and fome white, all together 
to the A^ius Pagus ; and there let them all loofe to 
take which way they pleafed. Perfons were order- 
ed to follow them all ; and where-cver any of them 
laid down, to facrifice it prefently to the Divine 
Guardian of that particular Place, Quifquis foret 
ille Deorum. By this Expedient the City*s Health 
and Quiet were reftored ; and, in memory of the 
Aftion, a great Number of Altars were ereSed 
about the Streets, dedicated, each to the Unknown 
God, who had been appeafed in fuch a Qiiartcr. 
•f And in the Judgment of many learned Men, ^twas 
one of thefe Ba^/^oi eCvavviiot, or Altars without anf 
Name infcribed^ which gave Occafion to St. "Paulas 
glorious Sermon to the Men of Athens, 

This Ceremony of the Solemn Expiation was per- 
formed in the firft Year of the 46th Olympiad, ac- 
cording to Diogenes Laertius; or, as Eufebius ha$ it, 
in the 47th. 

* D.Lum, t Menj- 

*Twas 
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^Twas this Journey brought Epimenides acquaint^ 
ed with Solon, then engaged in his greac Defign of 
regulating the Athenian Commonwealth. Sohn took 
his Advice in the weightieft Matters under Debate ; 
and was by him put itito a Method to compofe hi^ 
Laws. The Prophet particularly direded him to 
rnake the People decent in their Worfliip, and to 
retrench a great many Things in their odd Man- 
ner of Mourning, by ordering fome fettled Kinct 
of Sacrifices after the Funeral ; and by taking oflF 
thofe fevere and barbarous Ceremonies, which the 
Women then ufed to praSife on fuch Occafions *. 

Before Epimenides left Athens, he happened on a 
lucky Saying, which is delivered with Triumph 
by the Ancients as a mighty Prophecy. Standing 
one l^ay to look on the Munychia, a new Mole, or 
fortified Harbour, he faid to thofe that were about 
him ; Htnu blind is Man in fiiture 7 kings ! For did the 
Athenians forefee what a MUfchief this would be to 
their City^ they'd demolifi it with their very Teeth^ ra^ 
ther than let it fiand f. There pafl'ed hear fixty 
four Olympiads before Antipater made good his 
Judgment by placing a Garrifon of Macedonians in 
thofe invincible Works. And we muft have own- ' 
cd the wife Obferver to have had a large Fore- 
fight, if it were not cafy for a Man to guefs, with- 
out the Imputation of Magick, that a Tyrant would 
fome Time or other make ufe of fuch a Place, to 
lodge a Guard, for a Bridle to the City. However, 
fince we find in Plato and Laertius feveral others 
of his Prcdiftions^ relating to Things at fome Di- 
ftance, we may fo far vindicate our Poet, as not 
to let him lie under the Scandal Ariftotle has caft ' 
upon him, when he (ays, § 'that Epimenides was ef-> 
teenki a Prophet, not becaufe he foretold Things to 
come, but becaufe be told Things that were pa/l, and 
which no Body knew befides^ 

♦ P!Htarch in Solon, f ftid.Sc D. Lturt* § Khttor. I 3. c, 17, , 

0,3 Having 
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Having dniflied his Bufinefs at Athens^ the Ma- 
giftracy made f\im an Offer of the richeft Gifts 
and the higheft Honours in their Difpofal *. Bat he, 
refufing the other Prefents, reauefted only one 
Branch of the Sacred Laurel, preferved in the Cit-* 
tadel f ; and defired the AtheniM People to keep 
a fair Correfpondence with his Countrymen the 
Cmfjians : And having obtained thofe Favours, re- 
turned home to Crete^ where he died in a very lit- 
tle Time after i aged 157 Years, according to the 
common Account, though the Cretans pretended 
be was 299 Tears old. 

He wrote 5000 Verfes on the Genealogy of the 
Curites and Corjbantes^ and of the Gods themfelves ; 
with the Building of the Ship Argos^ and Jafons 
Expedition to Cokhos^ comprized in 6^qo ; and 
4000 more about Mines and Rbadamambus. 

The Lacedamonians procured his Body, and pre- 
ferved it among them upofi Advice of an Oracle $. 

** Plutarch fays, he was counted the feventh 
Wife- man, by thofe who would not admit Pertan^ 
der into the Number. And Diogenes Laertius ranks 
him with the fame illuftrious Sages, when he writes 
his Life. 

* Phitarth in Sclm. f Diog. Lutrt. $ Ibid. ** In S»lm. 
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SIMON IDES. 

HE was borii at Ceos* an Ifle in the jEgean 
Sea, about the 55th or the 55th Olympiad f. 
Before he came to be much known in the World, 
he kept a School at Carthea in that Ifland, teach- 
ing the Art of Singing and Pancing in Chorus • 
his School being feated at a Diftance from the Sea, 
in the upper Part of the City near the Templef of 
Apollo $ . 

** Plutarch^ when he tells us that the Poet /Ef" 
chylus left his Country and removed into Sicily^ 
adds, that Simonides did the &me before him ; 
whence it (hould feem he went abroad on fome like 
Difcontent. But whatever was the Occafion of his 
Travels, the Succefs of them was owing to his 
Wifdom and his Verfe ; which gained him the 
Refped and Love of the three greateft Men per- 
haps then in the World, ^aufanias General of 
Sparta y Themipocles the Athenian,' and Hiero oi Sici-^ 
fyj the wifeft and the moft moderate of the an- 
cient Tyrants. For the firft of thefe Princes he 
compofed the Infcription of the Golden Tripos ff 
which he prefented at Delphi, after the Viftory at 
^lataa^ in fo arrogant an Epigram, that the £a- 
cademonians fcratched it out, and put fome more 
modeft Words in it's Room %. But this was ow- 
ing to the Vanity of the General, not to that of 
the Poet. As to King Hiero, its certain he fpent 
much of his Life in his *** Court, and perhaps he 
' died there too. Then for T%emiflocles, he could 
not but be acquainted with him, when he celebra- 

• Suii 8c Strab, l.jo. t ^uid. d Enfeb, J Athentut I. lo. p. 
4J'6. ** tW ^y^if^. tt '*'»«»y^»- Lacoo. p. 174.. S J Corn. 
Ncp. in Vit. PikHfM. i** raufan^ Attic* p 3. 
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ted his ViSory at Salamis : And Plutarch tells us, 
that defiting once an unreafonable Thing of thac 
Generali he received this handfome Reproof : Tou 
would not be a good ^oet^ SimonideSj if you wme con-- 
trary to the Rules of Verfe : Nor Jbould I be a good 
Magiftratey if I aSied contrary to the Rules of Jti- 
(lice *. 

He compofed Poeips in almoft all Kinds of Strains^ 
but efpecialiy in the Elegiack ; and got as much 
Honour as he gave, by his Labours on thr four 
celebrated Fights at Marathon^ Thermopyla, Salamis^ 
and Plataa, By his Elegy on the firft of thefe 
Battles, he won the Prize from ^fchylus the Tra- 
gedian, as has been already obferved in the Ac- 
count of that Poet's Life. As to Salamis^ we have 
the Teftimony of Suidas to (hew that it exercifed 
Simonides's Mufe : And the Elegies which he com* 
pofed on the Spartans and Athenians who died ar 
Plataa^ were in Paufanias's Time to be feen engra- 
ven on their Tombs 'f. 

Part of his Elegy on the brave Souls that fell in 
the Aftion at fhermopyla^ is ftill {>referved in § D/- 
odorus Siculus. Befides which, there is extant ano- 
ther Piece of his on the fame Occafion, that has a 
nearer Relation to his Story. Megijlias the Pro- 
phet, who affifted in that glorious Service, and who 
a little before the Fight, upon Infpeftion into the 
Sacrifice, foretold the Death of himfelf and all his 
Companions, was a particular Friend to Situonides^ 
who honoured him with this Epitaph recorded by- 
** Herodotus ; 

*OvK ?TA»f 2Wf T»f nyifjLQVAf <tr^Ki'wSv. 

• VlHtn 'TTiei ^vffo^wicto t Pfii^nn, Bmotic, p. 54/'. J Lib. 
IX,, p, 248. ** Lib. 7. p, 45^. 

Not 
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Not unreveng'd, by Median Numbers flain^ 
Megiflias here does ftill his Pofl tnaintain. 
Scorning the Ufe of Prophecy, he left 
The nobleft Proof that he deferv'd the Gift. 
Tempted in vain from Ruin to withdraw. 
And fly the Danger which his Art forefaw. 

When he is reprefented by Quintilian and others, 
as a moft moving and pafllonate Writer, they allude 
particularly to his ^^nvoi or Lamentations mention- 
ed by Suidas ; ^hich were (b powerful in drawing 
Tears from the Readers, thac Catullus ufes as a 
Proverb, 

Mosftitis lachrymis Simonid eis. 

and for the fame Reafon, f&race^ after he has 
been bewailing the Miferies of the Roman Wars, 
and at laft is willing to turn from that melancho* 
ly Subjeft, cautions his Mufe, not to take up the 
Lamentations of the Cean Poet inftead of her own 
fportive Way, 

Sed ncj reliSiSy Mufa frocaxy joeis, 
Ccx retraSies munera nd^nia. 

His Wit was beyond the Cenfure of the Cri ticks; 
but the common Fault laid to the Charge of his 
Morals, was extream Covetoufnefs. When ne was 
taxed with this Vice in his old Age, his Anfwer 
was, that he had rather leave Riches to his Ene- 
mies when he died, than be forced by Poverty 
while he lived, to feek the Afliftance of his 
* Friends. 

'f' Ariflotle gives a pleafant Inftance of his Co- 
vetoufnefs. A Gentleman that had won the Olym- 

• 

* St9b, Apofthcgm. t Rhetor. 1. 3. &2. 

pick 
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pick Prize in the Contention of Mules ^defired hiin 
to celebrate his Viftory, bat offered no confide- 
rable Reward. Simonides utterly refufed the Task, 
and fcorned, as he faid, iiiifJiiwufroiSn to poetize 
upon Haif-AfTes. But v^hen the Gentleman came 
at laft to his Terms, and laid down the Money in 
his Hands, he could presently begin in a nobler 
Strain, with 

Hail, Daughters of the Wind-hoof d Steeds ! 

The moft Learned Gyraldus had a little forgpt 
himfeif, when he told his Young * Gentlemen, that 
Arifiotle in this Place cenfured Simomdis as a De* 
fpifer of low and common Words ; which is dired- 
ly contrary to Quintiliaus Judgment of him, tho' 
a late voluminous Critick \ has anproved of Gjral^ 
dus\ G)nje(aure : Whereas Arijiotk^ De(ign ap- 
pears to have been only this ; to give an Example 
of the Rule he had juft before laid dowd, that 
the Epithets in Pieces of Commendation are to be 
taken from the beft Part of the Subjeft, and in 
Pieces of Difpraife froip the worft. But Gyraldus 
his Memory will ac;ain be called in que&ion, when 
he attributes the Olympick Viftory here mentioned 
to Simmides himfeif, which would quite fpoil Arif' 
Mle$ Story. 

Bating this Imputation of Covetoufnefs» be is 
reprefenred as a Man of extraordinary Piety. TuUj 
has given us one Inftance, and recorded the Re- 
ward of Heaven that followed it. Happening 
(fays he) to find a dead Corps expofed on the 
Shore, and taking Care to give it a decent Burial, 
he had a Vifion of the dead Man, for whom he 
performed the charitable Office, admonifhing him 

* DUkg. de Pott. 9. pag. 995. t Mr. Bailin, Jug. dcs Sea- 
vans. T, 4, p. 130. 

not 
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fiot to fail the next Day, according to his Refolu- 
tion.. Sitnonides obeyed ; and his Companions put- 
ting to Sea tvere all * drowned. 

But the nobleft Teftimony of his wife Notions 
of Religion, is that famous Anfwer of his to -ffie- 
ro the Tyrant, who asked him. What GOD was. 

At firft Stmonidet defired a Day's Time to coqfi- 
der ; upon the Expiration of that, he begged two 
Days more ; and when, upon a frequent Redoub-^ 
ling of the Time, Hiero demanded the Reafon of 
the Delay : Becaufe (fays Sintonides) the more I think 
m that SuifeSi, the lefs able 1 am to explain my 
^T'houghts. * 

He is recorded by § Cicero and ^ Quintiliany as 
the firft Inventor of artificial Memory ; and they 
both give a remarkable Inftance of his Excellency 
that way. He had compofed a Panegyrick on 
one of the Vidors in the Games, and was reading 
it in the Gentleman's IJonfe, before a numerous 
Auditory. But happening, after the ufual Manner 
of Poetical Digreflions, to fpend a great Part of 
the Poem in the Praifes of Caftor and PoHux^ his 
Chapman refufcd to give above one half of the 
price ; and told him, he might look for the other 
half from the Deities that he had celebrated. Pre- 
fently after News was brought in, that two young 
Gentlemen on white Horfes, were at the Gate, de- 
firing to fpeak with the Poet. Simonides going out^ 
found no Gentlemen, but foon found their Re- 
ward. For he was but juft over the ThreflioW, 
when the Houfe fell down, and daflied the whole 
Company fo miferably to Pieces, that when their 
Friends came to feek them out, in order to their 
Interment, it was impoffible to diftinguifti one Corps 
from another, had not Simonides, by remembring in 



* TuU. de Divmat. 1. i . f iW/. de Nat.Dcorum. I. i . $ Dp 
Ontor. 1. 1 . •* Inftitut. Lib. 1 1 . c. * . 

what 
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what Place every Perfon fat, exadly folved the 

ifficulty* 

It's Evidence enough what Efteem the Ancients 
had for him, when we find Xeuopbon doing him 
the Honour to make him a Speaker with Hiero 
in his Dialogue of Tyranny ; and Plato in his Pro^ 
tagoras making the great Socrates expound his Ver- 
fes ; and in another Place *, allowing him the glo- 
rious Epithet of Divine, which Pofterity adjudged 
to Plato himfelf. It^s plain they were all of Tul^ 
If^s t Opinion, and refpeded his Learning and Wif- 
dom in other Matters, as much as his tweet Veia 
of Poefy. 

He is generally fup{>ofed to have been a very 
long Liver. Plutarch htis prefer ved an Infcriptibn, 
which teftifies him to have won the Poetick Prize 
after Fourfcore. Suidas allows him 8p Years in all, 
and Lucian gives him above 90. 

If we believe the old Greek Epigrams made on 
his Perfon and his Works, he died in Sicily ; gnd 
very probably in the Court of King Hiero^ as was 
hinted before. 

The little Pieces of his Works that are to be met 
with fcattered up and down in Authors, may be 
found fet all together in Urjinus's Colleftion, print- 
ed in Otiavo at Antwerp by Plantin, itf$8 ; among 
which, the Epigrams are thought to be fpurious^ 
or elfe the Work of another Simomdet. 
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Theognis and PhocyUdes. 

THefe two Poets, who are generally put toge- , 
ther on account of their Way of Writing, 
may claim a nearer Agreement with Relation to 
their Time. For we find them both fet down in 
Suidas^ as born in the fame (the 59th) Olympiad ; 
though *Th(go^nis has the Advantage of a few Years 
in Eufebius. 

T7)eogms commonly pafTes for a Sicilian^ chiefly on 
the Teftimony of Suidas, who makes him a Citizen 
of Megara or Megaris in that Ifland. Indeed the 
Poe& calls himfelf ^Megarian^: But then he can*c 
be underftood of Megara in Sicily ; becaufe, when 
he reckons up his Travels, he puts Sicily among the 
Foreign Countries which he vifited f . The Mega^ 
ra then which has a Title to T'heognis^ muft be 
that in Achaia, feated near the Corinthian Ifihmus, 
This too may be demonftratcd from his own Ver- 
fcs. For he prays the Gods to turn away a threat- 
ning War from the City of § Alcathous i now Ovid 
calls the fame Megara^ ** Alcathoe. 

Whatever Charader T%eognis bears, on the Ac-i 
count of refcuing Poefy from light and ufelefs 
Subjefls, to employ it in the Service of Vertueand 
Goodnefs ; yet we find Athenaui reckoning him a- 
mong the moft extravagant Voluptuaries ; and ci- 
ting fome of his Verfes, as a fufficient Juftificati- 
on of the Cenfure. And indeed Suidas in the Ac- 
count of his Works, takes Notice of a Piece, enti- 
tled, Exhortatiom or Admonitions ; which he fays, 
was ftained with the Mixture of impure Love, 
and other Things, very different from the Princi- 
ples of Honefty, 

* Tv2iA.Y. 23. tVcrfc 78r. § Verfe;;!. ♦* DcTrift. 1. i. 

Yet 
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Yet the Moral Work which we have of his at 
prefent, in an Elegy of above a Thoufand Verfes^ 
muft be acknowledged for an ufeful Sammary of 
precepts and Refledions ; and is clear from the 
Charge of LooCe^nefs and Debauchery. Though 
perhaps, it might not be left in this good Q>ndi- 
tion by the Author ; but when it came abroad in 
the World, the lewd and grofs Notions may have 
been taken out, to fit it for a true Ufe ; and the 
void Spaces filled up with fome graver Sentences^ 
delivered by other wife Men of thofe Times^ in 
the fame Kind of Verfe. 

We muft not expe^^ in thefe Compofitions, the 
Genius and the Fii'e of Poetry* On the contra* 
fy. Things are here told for the moft Part in the 
fimpleft Manner, without the leaft Advantage of 
Ornament or Difguife. And, as we know they 
were chiefly employed in the Inftrudion of Chil- 
dren } fo one would imagine the LefTons to have 
been put into Ferfe, more for the Affiflance of the 
Reader's Memory, than the Pleafure of his Wit. 

Phocylides, as he has fcarce any Fragments re-* 
maining» fo is little talked of in Hiftory ; except 
that he is now and then honoured with the gene- 
ral Praife of being one of the beft Maflers of the 
Grecian Sentences. Suidas tells us, he was born at 
Miletus in Ionia ; that he wrote Heroick Verfes 
and Elegies, and that his Admonitims or Moral Pre- 
cepts were flollen from the Writings of the Sibyls. 

We have ftill a Moral Piece in long Verfe a- 
mong the Minor Poets, which goes under the Name 
of Phocylides. But it will appear on the firft Glance 
to have been the Work of fome Primitive Chriftian; 
from the many Paflages borrowed from the Jew- 
iff) Law, and from the noble Defcription of the 
Refurreflion. Some indeed are unwilling to allow 
Ijis Tide to the Chriflian Faith, from his Way of 
expreffing himfelf in this lafl Point. 
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*Twere iitipious tq conceive our beauteous Frame 
Should lie extinft. We hope from dark Abodes 
To raife our Reliques, and be turned to Gods. 

This turning us into Gods^ has given OflFence to 
feme nice Ears, and feme fcrupulous Judgments, 
as a Sentence unworthy to come lyom a Chriflian. 
But there might be a good Reafon'lor the Author's 
ufing the Language, of the Pagan Theology on this 
Occafion ; while his Defign was, to make the 
Heathens of that Time believe, that the ancient 
Phocjlides had fome Notion of the fVefurreftion. 
At leaft, the Friends of Sannaz,arius cannot make 
fo good an Apology, for his Addrefs to the Vir- 
gin Mary ; 



Spes fida Hominum, S^ei fida T>EORUM^ 



Alma ^Parens. 



EM'PE'DOCLES. 

HE was born of one of the beft Families in 
Agrigentum^ now Grigenti in Sicil)\ and is com- 
monly placed between the 70th and 80th Olympiad. 
The conftant Report of his ftudying Philofophy un- 
der Telauges Pythagorat's Son, juftifies the fixing 
him in this Period. Yet if we believe what fome 
afErm, that he was inftrufted by Pythagoras him- 
felf, he muft needs be ancienter than the 70th 
Olyqopiadi in which that Great Mafter is faid to 

havt 
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have died. On the other Hand, he is brought 
down foipewhat lowier than che 8och Olympiad by 
EufibiuSy and * Scaliger has approved the Judgment. 

Though his Birth and Parts might have encou- 
raged him in the Defigns of Ambition^ yet he was 
naturally very averfe to State and Command, and 
preferred his frugal \^ay of Life to the Honour 
of a Kingdom, when voluntarily offered to his 
Carts. , Yet afterwards, being by meer Accident 
brought to engage himfelf in Publick Matters, he 
f^ll to Polotic^s in earneft ; difToIved the old Con- 
fiitucion of the City, and introduced a new Form 
of Government by Triennial Magiftrates. This' 
Atchievement made him much talked of, and ad- 
mired in the World ; fo that whenever he came to 
the Olympick Games, he engaged the Eyes and 
the Tongues of all the Spedators, and was himfelf 
the greateft Part of the f Show. 

He was eminent for his extraordinary Skill in 
Fhyfick ; an Art which $ ^lian tells us took up a 
good Part in th& Studies of the Pythagoreans. And, 
Arijlotle^ in a Work cited by Laertius^ but now 
loft, does him the Honour to reckon him the In- 
ventor of Oratory. But the Charafter and Fame 
of his Wifdora is chiefly owing to his PerfeSion 
in Natural Science. *Twas this Talent which ob- 
tained him an honourable Place among the Poets, 
by producing that admired Work of the Nature 
and Principles of Things^ fo talked of, and ap* 
plauded by all Antiquitv. Lucretius himfelf, tho^- 
his Bufinefs was to connite the Author, yet gives 
us a Panegyrick on his Poefy, when he condemns 
his Philofophy ; and in a Rapture makes him al« 
nioft a God ; that is, almoft as great as his Maf- 
ter Epicurus. 

* In Muffh. ad Num. M. D. C. I. f ^. i«^^« Jn ^fffpeJ. 
5 Var. Hid. I. 9 c. zi. 

Riorum 
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Quorum Acragantinus cum frimis Empedocles efi : 
Infula quern Triquetris t err arum gejfit in oris: 
S^am fluitans circum magnis amfraElibus aquor^ 
lotkixvoiglaueis Otfpergit virus ah units : 
A^ufioque firetu rapidum maredividit undis 
Italic terrai or as dfinihus ejus : 
SSc eft vafta Ciiarybdi$» tS hie iEtmea minan$u9f 
Murmur a 5 flammarum rurfumfe canligere iras^ 
Faucihus eruptqs iterum ut vis evomar igneis : 
Ai codumque ferat pammdi fulgura rurfum : 
Sly^^ cum magna modis multis miranda videtur 
Gentihus humanis regio^ vifendaque fertur^ 
RehiS Qfima honis^ multi muni fa virum vi : 
Niltamen hoc hahuiffe viro freclariu^sinfe^ 
Nee fanBtm magisy ^ mirum carumque videtur. 
Carina quine$iam divini feSoris ejus^ 
Vociferanpar ^ exfmum fr^ciara reperta^ 
Ut vix bumani videatur ftirfe creatus. 



ThM fsa^ JSmpedocUs ' " 

In fruitful Sicily ^ whofe crooked Sides 

Tb* Icniai^ w^Oom with impetuous Tides;, 

And a fmall Frith from J/o/y dividea. 

Here S^U^ i«ve8 , and fierce Chary kdis roara. 

Beating' wi^h kufi'roua Wa^ei tlie tr6ail>liDg Shares 5 

Here preft'd JEnoeladus with mighty Loads, 

Vomits Revenge in Humes againft the Gods : 

Through jEtna*s Jaws he impudently threats, 

And thund'ring Heay'n with equal Thunder beats t 

This Ifle which, with fuch wondVous Sights as thefe, 

Doth call forth Travellers, and the curious pleafe ^ 

Is rich with Men and Fruit, has rarely fhown 

A Thing more glorious than this ilngle One. 

His Verfe, oompos'd of Nature's Works, declare 

His Wit was ftrong, and his Invention rare 5 

R • His 



His Judgment deep and found ^ whence fome began. 

And juftly too, to think him more than Man. 

Mr. Creech. 

. He is generally cenfured as guilty of Pride and 
Vanity in the higheft Degree. Out of one of his 
Poems that he recited to the People, we find this 
Sentence recorded by Laertius. 

TlvKtSfJUU, — — — 

Hail Friends I a God Immortal bids you Hail. 

But ^ Sextus Empiricus has tfxcufed this Flight from 
Arroganpe ; and tells Us, that the j^hilofoplier 
meant no more by calling himfelf a God, than 
tt^at he had taken care to preferve a ftrid Purity of 
Mind, and fo had rendred his Heart a fie Lodging 
for the Deity. 

Befides that great Poem of Natural Philofophy, 
fome think him to have been the Author of thofe 
Ancient Tragedies, which went under the Name 
of Empedocles. But others have believed that £01* 
pedocles to have been Nephew to the Illuftrious 
*Philofopher. However Z^^/i»i affures us, that 
he compofed a Poem on Xerxes's PafTage into Greece^ 
and a Hymn to Apolk^ both which his Sifter (or, 
as others) his Daughter burnt after his Death ; 
the firft becaufe it was imperfect, and the other 
by Chance. 

The common Story of his Death is, that he flung 
himfelf into the burning Caverns of Mount JEt^ 
na ; with this Defign, that by difappearing after 
fo fudden a Manner, he might be thought to have 
gone diredly to Heaven. But they fay, this con- 

* Advirf, Matbem. p. 60. f Smd, in EmfeJ. 

eluding 
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eluding Stroke of Vanity proved very unfortunate* 
one of his Slippers being found at the Foot of 
the Precipice, whence he had leaped in. 

* Strabo has taken the Pains to refute . this Re- 
lation gravely, by (bowing that '(is impoifible for 
any Perfon to approach near that burning Mouth 
of the Mountain, where he is faid to have difpo- 
fed of himfelf Nay farther, that 'tis impoffible 
to throw any Thing in, by reafon of the violent 
Wind ftill rufhing upwards, and bearing all before 
it. 

Indeed, the bare PafTage about the Slipper, is 
enough to prove the whole BuGnefs a Sham. For, 
as t Monfieur Faier wittliy remarks, if a Man had 
taken up a Refolution of breaking his Neck down 
from a Place, Ws hard to guefs, what Occafion he 
fhould have to make himfelf bare-*foot firft ; unlefs 
that he might cut his Caper with a better Grace. 

Therefore D. Laertius does not fail, after the 
Recital of this Fable, to give a probable Account 
of his Death from more rational Hiftorians. 

That riding to Meffana in his Chariot, upon the 
Occafion of fome Publick Solemnity, he happen- 
ed to have a defperate Fall, which broke his Hip, 
and threw him into a Feaver, of which he died in 
the 77th Year of his Age ,- and to put the Thing 
beyond Queftion> that his Sepulchre was ftili at 
Megaira. 



* Lib. 6, pag, 274. f Jhi^ig^ da VUs its Pm. Grtt* pag« 

73- 
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ETICHARMUS. 

THE ^cQcrai AccQunc m^\fi% him 9 J/q^V^f ; 
this ^riice ^lu) Axiftopk. follow. But J^j^<f 
La^rtiusy who has g],veD us i;^s^ Life ambjD^c^c^. Phi- 
lofophers, fays he was boxr\ a^ C6ipj. Bujc his, bejuoig 
carried into Sicily^ when he w^is bmt three Months 
old, firft to Ms^a^ aod afterwards to Symfufi^ 
might well juftiHe the calling him a Sicilian, tha 
born in another Cpunucy. Nq^r that he, wa$ re- 
moved fjron> ^ome (o earliy, L^^im brings his 
own Word to youch ; ^xid 'tis prqb^ble ^hesefof e 
he made ufe of the i^^e AM,tho^ity ia de^eiimiiung 
his Birth-place. However,, if b« wa^ if» fcpm 19 
the fame I(}and wich En^edfiqkh at le^ he Uv-e^ w 
the f^me Timjos, ^ aad foUoi^t^d i;he i^e ^^ of 
Flvlo&^phers ; having h^4 (he. floooi^ 0^ ii>f ing 
Difcipie to. ^jthagfuray \ himfelf He and Ifbomm 
are faid to haVe invented Comedy in $. ^rjf^J^ ; 
though many other Places pr^iended to th? 0(ory 
of that ** Difcovery. 

He prefentedFKcy five^ or, accoipdingta others, 
only Thirty five Plays, 3ut his Works h^ve bf;cn 
fo long lo^ that even th^r Chara&er is ibarce 
on Record- Only Hcrofi has preferved the Kf emor 
ry of one of his Excellencies, by cgmmendii^ Pi^- 
tus for copying it ; and that is his judicious Care 
of keeping his Subjeds always m view, and fol- 
lowing the Chafe of the Intrig^ fJo clofely, as 
not to give the Reader or Speftacpr Time to trouble 
themfelves with Doubts concerning the Difcovery. 

Plautus ad exemplar JicHli properare Epicharmi. 

L. 2.£p- I* ycr. I'S. 

Poet* c. 3. 

fiefides 
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Befides his ntimerous Coni^ies^ he wrote Abun* 
dance of Pieces in Phileiop^hy and Medicine ; 
which gave Ocoafion to a Very Teamed Man * to 
make two Authors of this Naine; one a Comedi- 
an^ and the other a Philofopher. But we may 
venture ftili to keep him undivided^ becaufe Suidas^ 
nrho fpeaks only of the Comedies, obferves, that 
fohie Perfons made Coos the Birth-place of the Au- 
thor ; in the fante Manner, a^s Ldertius does, who 
mentions him chiefly as a Philofopher. Befides^ 
when Laertius in the Life of Plata, has told us, 
that 'twas reported, as if Plato had tranfcribed ma- 
ny Things from the Writings of Epicharmus the 
dmuikm ; he immediately alter fets down an Opi^- 
nton maintained by PlatOy and fubjoyns the Phyfical 
Verfes of EpicbarMiSy whence it may be fuppoifed 
to have been borrowed.^ And even the (ame learn-* 
ed Man but now mentioned^ when he ccmies to il* 
luftrate Laertius's Life of Epidfarmut^ remarks, that 
whereas it had been iaid under the Story of Plato, 
that the Philc^opher ti^as mueh indebted to this 
Author s it was to be meant of his borrowing from 
the Phyfiological Commentaries, whidi Laertius 
fets among I^cbarmus^s Works. 

He died aged po Tears, according to Laertius ; 
or 97 as Lucian ha^ him among his Long-livers. 
Laertius has preferred thefe Verfes, which were the 
Infenption of one of his Statues, and are a Tefti- 
mony of thte high Efteem Antiquity had for his 
Worth. 

^ia Tt 'Ttq^^J^ffti ^eti9tf>F yAytti ixi®- ^rp«>r» 



^ jtUreuMd. in LMirf. 
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The ftarry Train as far as Vbttbus drowns, - 
And ancient Ocean bis unequal Sons 9 
Beyond Mankind, we'll Epicbarmus own. 
On whom juft Syracufe beftow*d the Crown. 



CHOERILUS. 

THcre were two Poets of this . Narae, both 
much talked of, and both on very di£feren( 
Account s« 

The elder Chosrilus was bom at Samos^ ot accor- 
ding to others at Jafis^ or at Halicarnajfus ; and 
flourilhed in the Time of the Perfian War^ about 
the 75 th Olympiad. They fay, that he was at 
firft a Servant to a Samian Gentleman ; but run- 
ning away, and applying himfelf to Herodotus the 
Hillorian, he grew in love with the Study of Elo- 
quence. He is reported to have been a very beau- 
tiful Perfon,' and Herodotus is thought td have lo- 
ved him a little too ''^ well. 

The Work that made him famous, was an He- 
roick Poem on the Vidory which the Athenians 
gained over Xerxes, now entirely loft. The Athe- 
nians were fo taken with his Performance, that 
they ordered a Piece of Gold to be paid him out 
of the Treafury for every Verfe : And what was 
greater Encouragement, commanded, that, for the 
future, Chctrihis his Verfesftiould be recited annu- 
ally by the Rhapfodifls, with the fame Form and Ce- 
remony as t Homers. 

He muft needs have lived to a great Age, fince 
'tis agreed that he fpent the laft Part of his Daysin 
the Court of Archelaus King of Macedon whofe Reign 
is commonly, though uncertainly, fixed at a very 

» suiik t Ibid. 

great 
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great Diftance from the Time of Xerxes. ArcheUut 
had fo high an Efteem for his Parts, as to allow him 
a conftant Penfion of four Mina a Day ; which 
we are afTured he always fpent in making much of 
his * Carcafi;. 

The other Chmtlus commonly paflfes for the 
Laureat of Mexander the Great ; but at the fame 
Time is reckoned fuch a. wretched VerfiHer, as to 
do the Emperour's Judgment as little Credit, as he 
formerly did his Exploits. Horace gives the beft 
Account of the Poet and of his Patron ; while he is 
making Augufius as much fuperior to Alexander in 
Wit and Genius, as he was owned to be in Empire;' 

Gratus Alexandre regi magna fait tile 
Chocrilus 5 incultis qui verfibm ^ mali natis 
Rettulit acceftos^ regale numifmay Philippos. 
Sed veluH traEtata notam idhemqm remittunt 
Atr amenta^ feri fcrif tores carmine fxda 
Splendida faEla linunt. Idem rex ille^ foema 
^ii tarn ridieulum tarn cari prodigus emit 5 
£dt£lo vetuit, ne quisfe^ /r^^r^r Apellem, 
dinger et 5 aut alius Lyfippo duceret ara 
Fortis Alexandri vuttum fimulantia. ^tod fi 
Judicium fubtile videndis artiius^ illud 
Ad IfhroSf gf ad hac Mufarum dona vocares 5 
Baeot Am in craffo jurares a*ere natum. 

With Joy the mighty Macedonian beard 

His Cbosrilus 5 and that ungainly Bard, 

Tho' Art and Nature damn*d his dull Defign, 

A golden Philip got for evVy Lin6. 

Ink tampered with by Blockheads, daubs the Hand 3 

And braveft A6ls in nafty Verfe are ftain'd. 



♦ Vid. Athwium. L 8. ^- 
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The fame Tain Yoathi who bo«ght the icouiidiel 

Lays, 
And paid fo largely for his oy^n Di%rate $ 
Could yet decree, no vulgar tl^nd fhottld ^tne 
A brazen King $ nor charge the Canvjll with hU 

Fame* 
Yet ask the royal Critick, when fo quaint 
In judging StataeSt and (b nice in Paint, 
To give his Thoughts of Verfe, he'll be confe(s*d 
Mbt y(we*s dread Son, but ibme Smotian Beaft. 

*The old Grammarians and Interpreters were a 
little puzzled to make the Faith of Horace^ and the 
Honour of Alexander agree together, in relation 
to this Stofy. But they bring off the Prince's 
Judgment with a couple of Fetches. Firft they tell 
us, that the Bargain he made with Chenilus^ was to 
give him a Piece of Gold for every fiood Verfe, 
and a Box on the Ear for every bad one : And 
then they relate it as one of his Sayings, that he 
had rather have been the T^^fi of Hmer^ than 
the AcbiUes of Cbmiius. 

The elder ^ Scaliger makes the whole Bufinefs to 
be a meer Blunder of Horace\ He never heard of 
the fecond Ctori7//i ; and £ays, we have as much 
Reafon to fancy two ^lautus\ and two Latersus\ 
becaufe Horace has given them fuch a deep Touch 
of his Satire, however admired by all the World. 
But that there was a bad Chosrilus as well as a good 
one, may be made out by other Authorities. A-' 
rifiotle in his f Topicks,. when he fpeaks of alledging 
proper Examples, bids us bring fuch dS HcrHer had 
ufed, and not fuch as Chterilus. cHa '0(jSlp&, fjin o7a 
Xmlk®-. And § Quintus Curtius to expreis the 
Stupidity of one Agis an Argive Poet, fays, he 
was the worft after Chcerihis. That one Chmilm had 

, « InEufih. ad MDXXXIV. f Lib, 8* § Lib. 8. c. f . 
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ft very happy Talent in Poetry, ScdUger himfell 
fufficiently proves by producing a moft delicate 
Fragment otfais : Bitt thiis damages his Cauie inftead 
of ftrengthening it : For if he had been fo excels- 
lent a Poet» Jmfiotle would never have fixed that 
Cenfure on him ; and as to Quintus Qtrtius^ he may 
iay perhaps, that He took his CfmriJus from Sbraee. 
Befides, if Scaliger^s Fragment (hould be owned 
for the Work of that Qmilus whom we call the 
werfti he will fiili be no better than 



ChoeriittS ille 



J^em his terqae honum cum rifu nUrcf 

Monlieur Dader indeed tells us, that it appears 
from the Hiftorics of jilexande/s Life, that he had 
a Poet in his Court of this Name. But 'till he 
declares who thofe Hiftorians are, and wh^re to be ^ 
found, we may Venture as to this Point to rely oil 
tloraces Word, who certainly was too great a Cri- 
tick to make fuch a notorious Miftake ; and that 
too, when he iiiras writing to Juguflus^ and ufing 
all the Art and Nicenels he was Mafter o£ 
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Cratinus and EupoHs. 

WE have fo imperfed Memorials of thefe tiro 
old Gentlemen, that they muft needs have 
hin in the ikme Obfcurity with Magnes^ ^hrjni'- 
chuSy Strattis, 7%eopempus, and the reft of the forgot* 
ten Tribe of Dramatifis ; had not ^ QuimiUan^ 
t Horace, and $ Perjiusy all mentioned tbeie two 
Authors, (and thefe only) together with Arifio- 
f hones as the Great Matters of what we call 7%e 
Ancient Omedf. 

Crfitinusj the elder of the two, was famous in the 
Sift Olympiad**, fome twenty or thirty Years be- 
fore Ariftophanesj and fomewhat more after ^fchf" 
lus. But if we confider that he lived within three of 
a Hundred Years, we may conclude> that he enjoyed 
the Converfation and Acquaintance of both thofe 
Poets, though fo much a Sienior to one, and Junior 
to the other. He was an Athenian ft bom, and we 
don'c find but that he fpent all his long Life in 
his Native City ; where, if he did not invent G>- 
medy, he was at leaft the firft who brought it in* 
to fome Form and Method, and made it fit for 
the Entertainment of a Civil Audience. It's true 
indeed, that the Art under this firft Refinement, 
retained too many Marks of it's rude Original. 
Ferfons and Vices were expofed in barefaced Sa- 
tire, and the chief Magiftrates of the Common* 
wealth ridiculed by Name upon the Stage. Thus 
we find in Plutarch's Life of Pericles^ feveral Pafla- 
ges out of Cratinus*s Plays, where he reflefied 
boldly on that Great General; who at the fame 
lime by his Eloquence and his Arms^ reigned al- 
moft abfolute Mafter of Athens. 

♦ Lib' lo. c« I. t Scrm. I i; Sat. 4 ^Fir/.SU. i. **£$$- 
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He appears to have been an exccflive Drinker ; 
and the Excufe he gave for the Vice, was, that 
*twas abfolutely neceflary to the warming his Fan- 
cy, and rhe putting a Soul into his Verfe. Hence 
Horace makes ufe of his Judgment to (how, whac 
fliort-liv'd Creatures the Off-fpring of Water- 
Pogts commonly prove i 

^rifto fi credaSy &c. L. i. Ep-ipJ 

And for the fame Reafon, Ariflof hones in his Ireue^ 
has given a pleafant Account of Cratimis^s Death, 
that it was cauted by a fatal Sf^oon, at the Sight 
of a noble Cask of Wine fplit in Pieces, and the 
Liquor laviflily wafhing the Streets. 



The Time of his Death is prefcrved in the fame 
Jeft oi AriflophaneSy and referred to the Year in which 
the Lacedemonians firfk befet Athens ; which in all 
Probability was at the Beginning of the firtt Pelo* 
fonnejian War, in the 87th Olympiad. 

Suidas tells us he wrote Twenty one Plays, and 
got five Viftories ; leaving only this (hort Mark of 
his Excellencies, that he was Aae^T^^ -f X'tcptrrH^ 
fplendid and bright in his CharaBers. 

Eupolis was an ^ Athenian too^ and followed the 
fame Profeflion of diverting .the Common People 
with the Vices and Mifcarriages of the Prime Mi- 
nifters of State. He was but feventeen Years old, 
when he firft adventured to Ihow himfelf on the 
+ Theatre i where he fcems to have been more fe- 
vere and more impartial than Cratinus^ in one Re- 
fpeft : For Pericles and Gmon being the two oppo- 
(ite Patriots, and the two leading Men of the City 

* Smd. t Ibid. 
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in thofe Times; Oratinus^ though he expoieci 
Pericks^ yet (how^ ft great Refped for Gmm, and 
commended him in fome Verfes utrhidi are cited 
by Plutarch'^ whereas, JSfls^'i fpared neither Party, 
bat ridiculed both thofe great Captains; as the 
fame Plutarch has recorded in their Lives. 

EupoUs^ according to Siddas^ periflied by Slip- 
frrack in tl^e War with the Laceiofmmans i on 
which Occafion it was afterwards ^ublickly pro- 
hibited, that a Poet fliould ferve in War. It 
Aiould ibem, fhppofing this Relation to be true, 
that his Body was recovered and brbnght to 
Shore ; for * PaufwAat deferibes his Toinb, as 
ibnding in the Road betweeb VfympiA and Siqi' 
ma ; unlefs the t4>@- he mentions were only a 
M.%yii7a^&^ or^ a Monument that preferved no other 
. Reliques but his Name and Reputation. 

Gcero f obferves, that 'twas the common Notion 
of People, that EufoUs was thrown into the Sea 
by AlciHades^ for traducing him in one of his Pie- 
' ces : But adds withal, that Eratofthetus had con- 
futed this vulgar Opinion, by giving a Lift of the 
Comedies which he wrote, after the Time pitched 
on for that Misfortune. 

He prefented feventeen Plays (the Names of 
moft of which, as cited by ancient Authors, are 
eolie&ed by $ f^0$us) and won feven ** Vi&ories. 

* Cfimtb. p, p7. t Mdttk. L d.Epift. i • $ 0f F^. Grtc. 
t$mp9r. p. 38. ♦♦ Snid. 
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ANTIMACHUS. 

THE particttl^ Time o£ Attimacbush coming 
into the World is not upon Record ; but we 
are at no lofs in fixing his Age, fince that of his , 
great Patron Lyfander is fo well underftood ; ^ho 
won his faiaous Vi^r^ over the Abemans in the. 
4th Year of the pjd Olympiad* ^ IXodorus Sctdus 
relates from jipollonius^ that the Poet flouriftied 
under Artax^rxes Son to Darius^ which agrees with 
the Time of Lyfandir. 

He was bom at Colophon in Ionia f ; not at C/^- 
rosy as an ingenions Critfck $ has tpiftaken. For 
when Ovid calls him the Ctarian poet, ic'si eafy to 
conceive, that the old Town of Claros ftanding fo 
very near Cohpjhon^ afid being, fo highly celebrated 
for the Temple of JpoUo Clflrius^ might well give 
an Epithet to.the neighbouring Citizens, as it gave 
the\chieJFcl|k Fame and Honour to their City. 

Stefimbrotus and Patyafis were his Inftruftors, and 
Grammar and Ppefy the two Profeffions he ** fol- 
lowed : But 'tis likely he quitted the firft Art, when 
he had raifed a fufficient Credit in the other. 

He (jompofed many Pieces in the Heroick Way ; 
that which we find moft talked of, was the Lyfan^ 
dtia, a Poem on that great General's Atchieve- 
ments. But how<|ver it came to pafs, lyfander wa^ 
fo fair from encouraging and rewarding his La,- 
hour, th^t he gave away the Pbetick Prize to a 
much inferiour Performer ; upon which Affront^^ -<4i- 
timachus burnt his Work. It feems Plato^ who was 
then a young Man, and an intimate Friend of the 
Poet's, cpm^rted him in his Afilid:ion with this 
Confederation, T^Yizt ^was only the Ignorance of 



* Ub. 13. p«. )po. t Smd^ % Lt Fevn, ** Smst. 
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the Judges> which caufed Co unjuft a Sentence ** 
They fay too, that when jitttimacbus had called 
together a great Company, and was reading that 
Poem to them ; every one at laft flipping away, ex* 
cepc Plato I m read mJtiU (cryM Jmimacbus) Pla- 
to ahne is afufficient Audience \. 

Hermefianax an Elegiack Poet, as he is cited in 
% jiibenauSy gives us an Account of J^ntimachus's 
Ljde^ of his Travels for her Sake ; and his Sor- 
row for her Deaths and his V/ay of fuppreffing it. 

^a^J^dtnuf iH BdLvSo'Mr, xsoi Sipnv «d^iro ^cufctK 

jtntimacbuSy to win the Cbryfean Dame, 
Pafs'd old TaSole^ and vi^w'd the wealth} Scream : 
But when interred in fam'd 2)ardania*B Soil 
He left the Maid, and reach'd his native Ifle 5 
^ With deathlefs Verfe his Paffion be allay 'd, 
And his Strains cur^d the Sorrows they difplay'd. 

1 

•* Plutarch tells us, this Zjde was the Poet's 
Wife ,- and that having loft her> he compofed an 
Elegy infcribed to her Name ; where reckoning up 
the ftrange Misfortunes and Sufferings of other 
People, he lelTened his own Grief and Trouble by 
the Recitjal of theirs. 

He attempted a vaft Poem on the 'fhetau War ; 
and it's commonly faid he had finiflied 24 Books of 
it, before he had brought his Heroes to fit down 
before the City. Old jscron makes him the Cfclic Po* 
et, whom Horace has expofed ; and the (aine too 
whom he has cenfured in that other Place ; 

* PItiiMnh in Ljfimd. f Ciaro ia Brut$. $ Lib* 13. p. sg^* 
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Nee reditum Diomedis ab interitu Mekagti. 



/ 



<c 



j^ntimachus (as he fays) having in a Poem of the 
Return of Diomedes, begun the Heroe's Adven-* 
tures, with the Death 6f his Uncle Mdeager. 

^ Quimilian^ when he has been giidng £r^oi the 
Prize in the middle Stile, cells us, ** Tbat ^ntima-' 
^' chus on the contrar}^, is commendeci for "'Force 
and Gravity, and for his Way of E»preflipn, 
by no Means vulgar. Tet, though the 4|pmipon 
Judgment of the Grammarians affigned mm the 
" fecond Place in the Lift of Heroick Poetl he is 
** very deficient in Paffion, in Pleafantnefs, if IXf- 
** pofition, and in the whole Artifice of a l^oetn. 
** So that, he gives a plain Argument, what^grdat 
** Difference there is between being Second tp Ho^ 
** mer^ and being next to him ". '* i 

The Emperour Hadrian^ however celebckted as 
well for his Learning as his Valour, yet has lefe 
no very good Sign of his Tafte in Poetry j when 
the Hiftorian tells us, that he had a Defign of ba- 
niChing Homer out of the World, and of eftablifh- 
ing Antimachus in his Room t- Spartian^ in the Life 
of the fame Emperour, reports, that he wrote ob- 
fcure Pieces in Imitation oi j^ntimachus : Whence 
the great Cafaubon has taken the Pains to prove that 
Poet guilty of the moft affeSed Obfcurity in thofe 
little : Fragments, or ExpreiCons, that -remain. 
Thefe indeed are found chiefly among the Gloffo- 
graphers, and owe their Continuance in the World 
CO the Difficalty of their Signification. 

* Lib. la c- I. \pio^ Lib. 69. p. 790. 
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M ENANTt ER. 

HE was bom at Athemt in the fame Tear mtli 
the famous Efiatrus, which was the third of. 
the 109th 'Olympiad. TheoM Grammarians give 
us ftrange Relations of the early Progrefs of his Stu- 
dies J and tell as what an odd Stratagem he invcnc- 

* Vet hterif. ep. Qrnttt, ft Utmt, in Aidumb Athea. 
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ed to allay the coimnon Eniry of the City, while 
he was only a Boy. But perhaps they might have 
lio other Foundation for ail thefe Stories, than 
the conftant Report of his prefenting his firft Play, 
when very young. Eufelniis has mai'ked the Tear 
of this Beginning of his Fanae, the fourth of the 
114th Olympiad; two Years after the Death of 
Alexander the Great. But Meurfius has proved a Mif- 
take of one Tear upon hin? in thisPoint ; and fo by 
fixing^it a Tear fooner, has (hown us that thePoec 
wastSut twenty Tears old when his firft Work ap-, 
peared on the Stage, and won the Prize. His 
Happinefs in introducing the New Comedy^ and re« 
fining an Art, which had been fo grofs and licen-> 
tious in former Times, quickly fpread bis. Name 
over the World. * PUnj informs us, that the 
Kings of Egypt and Macedon gave a noble Teftinfio- 
ny of his Worth ; fending AmbaiFadots to defire 
his Company at their Conns, and Fleets to bring 
him over ; but that he himfelf left a nobler Proof 
of his real Excellencies, by preferring the free En* 
joyment of his Studies to tne Favours and the Pro'- 
mifes of Monarchsl. Tet the Envy or the Corrupt 
tion of his Countrymen denied his Reputation the 
fame Juftice at bome^ which it found abroad. For 
he IS (aid f to have won but eight Vifiories, tho' 
he obliged them with above an hundred Plays. 

Quimiliany in his Judgment of Afranius the R(h 
man Comedian, cenfures Menanders Morals as much 
as he commends his Writings : And therefore' in 
this Senfe too Horace might have faid, 

Dicitur Afrani toga conveni/fe f Menandro. 

For our Grecian Poet was as true a Slave to Love 
as his Latin Imitator. But then his Love is re- 

• La. 7, c, }o. t -^« <?**• Kb- »7- «• 4- i Lib. 2. Epift. U 
Vcft. fi. 
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Corded to have been the honefter of the two. For 
while Aframus is charged with making lewd G)urt- 
(bip to his own Sex ^ ; Menanders Charafter at the 
worft makes him no more than Uui ruwTjutf o«/A«fc. 

« 

wdl©- 1, a mad Felhw after Women. 

We learn from $ Athenaus, that his Miftrefs s 
Name was Gfycera. And we may conclude (he was 
no extraordinary Beauty from her odd myftical A- 
popthegm to the Poet ; by which (he gave him to 
underftand, that an ugly Face ought no more to 
.prejudice one againft the Body which it bel<mged 
to^ than the Scum on the Top of a Mefs of Milk 
fhould hinder one from u(ing what was under- 
neath. It feems, her Honefty had not much Ad- 
vantage of her Features ; for (he admitted the 
Court(hip ofPhiliemony who had before been Mentm- 
der*s Rival in his Art. Hence, when Phikmon^ in 
one of his Pieces, took Occa(ion to honour her 
with the Epithet of Good ; Memnder in his next 
Work oppofed him with this Affertion, T^hat m 
Mifs could he Good ** 

Phadrus in one of his ff Fables, has given Me* 
nander the Gate and the Drefs of a moft a£fi^^d 
Fop, 

Unguento delihutus^ veftitu adJluenSi 
Veniehat greffu delicatulo £S? languido. 

^ut it's likely, that this Defcription of his Perfon 
lis the only true Thing in the Story, For Phadrus 
founds his Tale upon this Notion, that Menauder 
was not known to Demetrius PhalereuSy except in his 
Works. Whereas we are aflured from good Au- 
thority, they were Scholars together under §§ Tloeo- 
fhraflus. And farther^ that when Demetrius was 

* ^intilianiS, 1. lo. c. i. f Suidas. § Lib. 13. pag. ^•Sc. 
"** Athindm. I 1 3 . p. ^94. tt Lib. 5, Fab. i . § J I>. Le^t. in 
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arraigned at jitbens for 1C franny, Menander wa j 
like to hare futfered Deaths for no other Crime^ 
but thfi Repute of being his * Friend, . 

MetumJer died in the Third Year of the ii^d 
Olympiad ; a^ we are taught b^ the fame old In- 
fcriptipn. to which we were obliged fof fixing the 
Time of his f Birth. His Tomb, in Paufamas^d 
AgCt was to be feen at Athens^ in the Way from 
the Straus to the City, ciofe to the honorary Mo- 
nument of I Euripides ; whom (as ** QuintiUaH 
dbferves) he zeaioufly imitated in a different Field., 
The following Verfes pafs for his Epitaph in the 
^Anthokgia. 

« 

*Ev irvei ¥ oKiytiv of ix^ ^hviv. el <f « liiivctyj^^y 
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Granger ! thh Stoite preferves Menatidefi Nam'e, 
And that poorDufl which fcap't his Funeral Flame -■ 
But would ^ou find Menander^ ask above ^ 
And feek the Laureat in the Court of Jove. 

Of his Works, <iphich amounted to above an 
hundred Comedies^ we have hiad a double Lofs ; 
the Originals being not only vanilhed, bpt the 
greateft Part of them, when copied by Terenci, 
having unfortunately periflied by Shipwrack, before 
they few 5§ Rome. Yet the four Plays which TVr^nce 
borrowed from him before thJat fad Accident hap- 
pened, are ftill preferred in tht Roman Habit; 
^nd 'tis from the Character of Terence, chat moft 
I^en now judge of Menander, Whatever the £tf- 
i/n Author has deferved by his exad Painting of 

. • D.L0irt. in Demgirw PMir. f Vid. Miurf, de Archonf,. 
ArheD.Lib.4 c. Sup. 182. | Pau^an. jtuic. p. 3. ** Lib! 
id* c I. ff ftg* 308. 1.3. $f S$ierw, ia vit. Ttrent. 
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the Manners ; by the Ufefulnefs of his Sentences^ 
or by his pleafanc knd Gentleman- like Railleries, 
Menander challenges a large Shafe ttrith him in the 
Applaufe. And this Applaufe is all that we can 
give him upon our own Judgment. The Reft of 
his Praifes we muft take at fecond-haind, and only 
clap for Company. 

We find the old Mafters of Rhetorick recom^ 
mending his Works, as the true Patterns of eve- 
ry Beautyi and every Grace of' Pubfick Shaking. 
^ Quintilian declares, that a careful Imitation of 
Menander only, will fatisfy all the Rules he has laid 
down tn his Inflitutions. 'T\s in Menander, that he 
would have his Orator fearch for a Copioalhefs 
of Invention ; for a happy Elegance of Expreffion ; 
and efpecially for an uriiverfal Genius, able to ac- 
commodate icfelf naturally to all Ferfons, Things and 
Afifeftions. And 'tis by thefe AccompliQiments, 
that he owns Menander to have robbed his Com- 
petitors in C)medy.of their Name and Credit ; 
and to have caft a Cloud over their unequal Glory, 
by the fuperiour Bright nefs of his own. 

His wonderful Talent at expreffing Nature, in 
every Condition, and under every Accident of Life, 
has always made the nobleft Part of his Charac- 
ter. 'Twas this which gave OccaHon to the fine 
Turn of Arifiophanes the Grammarian^ when he 
asked that gentile Quefiion ; 



*Q UifAvJ'fi, jy Bit, 



O MENANDER, and Nature, 
Which of you copied your Pieces from the other' i 
Work* 



* Lib. to. c. I. f ^ritm. Comib. adtttrm^m. p. 38. 
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And Ot/iihas made choice of the fame Excellency, to 
fupporc the Immo^rtality h^ has given him ; ' 

Dum fallax fervus^ durus pater, tmproha lana, 
Vivet ; ium meretrix blanda^ Menander erit. 

Yet his Wit is recorded to have been anfwerable 
to his' Art; and his Sales fach as could be fupplied 
only froAi the fame Waters whence Venus fprung * 
After all, Julius Cafar has left in ftort, the lof- 
tiefl; as well as the jufteft Praife of Menander s 
Works, when he calls Terence only a Half-Menan* 
def\. For while the Veftues of the Latin Poet 
continually affed our Mind, and engage all our 
Admiration ; 'ris impoifible we (hould taife a 
higher Notion of Excellency, than to conceive 
the great Original ftill fliining with half it's Luftre 
unrefleciied ; and preferving an equal Part of its 
Graces, above the beft Copier in the World. 



* Plutarch in Comp^r. Ari/ieph. 6c Mtmnd, f Tu quoqut^ ttt 
infummsp » Dimidiate Menander. Sueton* m vit, Teient. 
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fHIL^MON. 

WE cannot fully nnderftand MenMtder's Story 
without Tome Acqtiaiotance with ^bilemou, 
his double Rival in his Mnfe and in his Miftrels. 
He was born at Syracufe in Sicily according to Sui- 
Jos i or, as * Strabo^ in the City called SoU or Pom- 
fnop9lii mCilida. 
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He wrote in the New Comedy, like Menander ^ 
and though much inferior to liim, yet by the Par- 
tiality of the Judges, often bialked him of the 
Prize. Hence Menattder meeting him once in the 
Street, asked him, ^-Pritbeg tell me fairly ?hiltmoT\f if 
you dont always tbt/by vsben the FiBory it decreed ycu 
againfime*? 

His Plays were very numerous, of which we have 
a great many moral Fragments in the common Edi- 
tions of the Minor Poets. Plautus . borrowed his 
Comedy of the Mer chanty from one of his, of the 
fame Title in Greek \\ as is acknowledged in the 
Prologue. 

CrMci hoc vocatur Empras PbilemoniSy 
Eadem Latini Mercator Atarci Aicii. 

We are told by a good Judge $, that though he 
muft yield the Precedency to Menander^ yet there 
were to be found in him a great many handfome 
Pieces of Wit ; Intrigues pleafantly turned j Per- 
fons accommodated to the Nature (A Things ; and 
Sentences to the Ufe of Life ; Jefts not below the 
Sock, and ferious Refle&ions not fo high as the 
Buskin. 

Lucian has got him down anlong his Long-livers, 
and given him py Years, making him expire in a 
Fit of Laughter. Perhaps, as the moft ingenious 
Tanaquil Faber has conje&ured, when the Ancients 
tell us that, he and another Comick Poet ^^ died 
with Laughing, they might mean no more than 
this Allegorical Senfe, that they were entire Matters 
of the Ridicule, and refined Buffoonry. In the fame 
Manner, as when they report. That Democritus did 
nothing but laugh, and Heraclifus on the other hand 
was always in Tears ; they might defign no more, 

* jiul. Gill. I 1 7. c. 4. t -^Emtop®-. € JpHleius Florid. 
1, 3. ♦• Pbilifim. 

S 4 than 
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than to let us underftand, chat the firft of thefe 
Philofophers, having a full and fenfiUe Knoir- 
ledge of the Vanity of all human Things, efteetn- 
id them only as the Toys 'of Children, and the 
Sport of wife Men ; while HtracUtus took the 
Matter more to Heart, and thought the moft or- 
dinary Accidents of Life deferved a ferious Pity ; 
and that the Perfons concerned in them^ were to 
be brought to a right Senfe, by a moft fober Ap- 
plication, and the Arts of a ftudied Condolement. 

But we have two larger Accounts of his Death 
from Suidas and ApuUius ; which as v they don^t 
much prejudice one another, fo they are not ut- 
terly irreconcileable to this firft Notion; (ince they 
infift only onCircumftances that attended his Death, 
without expreffing the immediate Occafion of it. 

Suidas his Story is to this Purpofe. When the 
Athenians were engaged in a War with Antigonus, 
Phiiemon living in the Pir^us^ (aw in his Dream nine 
Virgins going out of the Houfe : He fancied that 
h^ asked them what their Design was ; and for what 
Reafon they were fo unkind as to leave him ; and 
thought they made Anfwer, They were going to 
another Place, it not being lawful that he fliould 
hear them any longer. The Poet waking from 
his Dream, told thfe Boy that fat by him the whole 
Bufinefs : And afterwards falling to Work on fi- 
nl(hing the Comedy that he was then about, he 
wrapped himfelf up, and went to flecp. The Peo- 
ple who were in the Hou& fufpe&ed nothing for 
feme Time ; 'till , at laft wond'ring at his long 
Reft, they came into his Apartment, and found 
him Dead. 

^Apuleius thus ^ves the Relation. He was re- 
citing in a publick Place, one of bis neweft Pieces ; 
and having got as far as the third Aft with univerfal 
Applaufe , a violent Storm of Rain obliged the 

f Fl$rid> 1. 3* 
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Company to break up ; but not without a Promife 
from the Poet, to give them the reft of the Play 
the Day after. Accordingly the next Day, a vaft 
Multitude met : Great Crouding there was for Pla- 
ces, and great Expe^ation of the Entertainment. 
At laft, when every one's Patience had been pret- 
ty well tired, fome of the fleeteft in the Company 
were difpatched to enquire after Philemon, and to 
bring him along with them. The MefTengers ta- 
king their Way to his Houfe, found him dead in 
his Bed, ftill l3nng in a fiadious Pofture 5 his 
Hands clafped faft about his Book> and his Face 
leaning over it. 



■ii» 



BIONmdMOSCHUS. 

' I 

TH E prodigious Credit of Theocritus in the 
Paftoral Way, enabled him not only to en- 
grofs the Fame of his Rivals, but their Works 
too. In the Time of the later Grecians, all the an- 
cient Jdyiliumr were heaped up together ip one Col<« 
Medion, and Theocritus his Name prefixed to the 
whole Volume. On which Occaiion there is a 
pretty Greek Epigram in the Anthologia, attributed* 
to Artemidorus ; 

The fcatterM Mufes rallying on the Plains, 
A fingle Flock, a fingle Fold contains. 

Learned Men have not yet adjudged a great 
many of the Spoils to their proper Owaecs. But 
they have admitted the Claims of Bion andMofchus 

J to 
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to a, few little Pieces, fufficient to make us inqui- 
fitive about their Charaaer and Story. And it 
happens very pleafantly, that we muft be kidebt- 
cd to each of them, for our Knowledge of the 
prhcr. For Mofchus, by compofing his dclicatp Ele- 
gy on Bion^ has given us the beft Memorials of 
jBiWs Life ; and the beft Inftance of bis own Vein 

in Poetry. 

Bim then, was of Smyrna^ the fame famous Ci- 
ty, which ftiows ' the faircft Title to the Birth of 
Horner^ in his Name of MsUfigines^ taken from the 
River Meles^ which flows not far from it's Walls. 
'Tis to this River that Mofchus addreffing hirofelf, 
makes the fweet Comparifon of thefe two Poets. 

T5t* • to/, TolttfAav ?^y7p»Tttli Hv}%fi^p ihy®-* 
T«TO MfcAw vio¥ ihy®-. JirtiM% *9^ rot ^'O/aiic;^ 
Tnvo tJ KA\?s.i9rAf yKvMe)^ rS/otj )y H Kiyo/li 

lC«i iS-iriJ^©- fjLiya^ if*, J^ •AJp«/af MtnKAor, 

YiAi ffveJtyyA4 irttjx^y ^ dJ^i^ Tifliv AfJUKyip 
Kai TAiS'ay iJ^iJ^AffKt ^tKdfJLAlAy j^ ^ ''E^a 



This, now, a fccond Grief, thou tuneful Stream, 
This, a new Grief, O 4&te5, wounds thy Fame. 
Long fince alafs ! the Mufe s fweeteft Tonguo 
Thy Homer fell ^ and thou his dying Song, 
Bom on thy bapleft Current, did convey ^ 
While thy loud Plaints ran founding to the Sea* 



A iecond Son now claims thy weeping Pow'r, 
And racking Grief, like Dioughti confumes thy Store. 
Btth cbofe pure Fountains to refrefh their M^fe $ 
He Helicon^ and He bit Arethtife. 
He fang Achilles^ and th' Atridan Flame» 
And the bright Mifchief of the fatal Dame. 
But jE&, nor Arms, nor Tears, but gentle Swains ^ 
Nor ever left his Flock to tend his Strains. 
To frame ihrill Pipes was^/Ws envied Knack, 
And pleafe young Lovers, while their glowing Smack 
Came echoing in his Tunes. Sometimes he bow'd 
To eafe fair Heifers of their milky Load- 
About his Keck fweet Cupid clinging plaid ^ 
And ev*ry Kifs he gave the Boy, the Mother*s Love 
repaid. 

This is all the Information we hare, as to his 
Conntry^ his Credit, and his Prpf eflion. The Age 
q{ him and Mofchus too may be fettled from the 
fame Authoritv. For Theocritus i$ introduced * as 
bewailing ^ion s Death among the Syracufiansj while 
Mofchus was mourning the (ame Lofs in Sicilj. And 
therefore all the three Paftoral Poets muft have been 
Cotempotaries. And fince T%eocritus is fo well known 
to haveflourifiied under the hmous PtoUfsrn Philadetr 
fbus^ Sicn and Mofchus muft be placed in the fame 
happy Times of Wit and Learning ; though perhaps 
they had not the Honour to be encouraged by the 
fame Royal Patron. Now Eufebius informs us, that 
Ptoknrf Vhiladelphus began his Reign in the 4th 
Tear (nthe 123d Olympiad^ and concluded it in the 
fecond Year of the 133d. 

Bion unhappily peri(hed by Poyfon ; and, it 
fliould feem, not accidentally) but by the Appoint- 
ment of fome great Man. For thus Mofchus 
defcribes his Ftte. 

t V«r£ 94. *Er H X^efM^Um et(»ei70% Itc; ^ 
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^JL^yLOXw 7a.0i Bf«r, <To}f tf'h^ r<fi«9 ^^fiMUf SJ^tf, 

Begin, fad Nymphs, begin the mournful ^^ains ;. 
Poyfon, f oor Sion^ Foyfbn fir'd thy Veins. 
But, ah ! could Poyfbn to thy Mouth be bprn» 
And touch thofe Lips, and not to Honey turn ? 
^ Ah ! could the favage Wretch that mixt the Draught, 
Deaf to thy Song dill keep the barbVous Thought ! 
Ah ! could thy Charms not break the dire Command, 
And ihake the Potion from his trembling Hand ! 

It was not enough, what was before obferved of 
7%eocritus, that he had engroffed the Credit and 
the Writings of the other Paftoral Poets ; for, ic 
feems he had robbed one of them of his very Name ; 
lince we find fome Criticks maintaining, that Afb/- 
cbus and Theocritus are the fame Perfon. But they 
are fufficiently confuted by the Remark already 
made ; chat in Mofchus's Elegy on Bion^ he brings 
in Theocritus bewailing the fame Misfortune in a- 
nother Country. Suidas will have Mofchus to have 
been a Profeflor of Grammar at Sjracufe: But 
it's certain, that when he made that Elegy, his Re* 
iidence was among the Italians ;. (though perhaps 
in thofe Parts which lay over againft Sicilj) where 
he feems to have been Scholar to Bion ; and pro- 
bably his Succeflfor in governing the Poetick School. 
Moft of this may be fairly deduced from his own 
Words ; 

^AvffoviKA^^ oJ'tiy^f (jLih*rm f^ix^, i ^kf®- tfJ^St 

And 
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And I, ^f//^»/Vs Swain, to Verfecotntnic 
Her Tears 5 no Stranger to the fbft Delight 
Of 2)ari\3/i Numbers, which thy honoured School 
fioaft, th^ dear Reliques of their Mailer's Soul. 
Thy Wealth finds other Heirs : With me remain 
Thy noblefi Gifts 5 with me' thy Pipe, and Vein* 

The few Remains of thefe two Poets are red-* 
koned among the fweeceft Pieces of the ancient 
Delicacy. Ic is obferirable, that Mofchus, chough 
Scholar to the other, yet is always honoured with 
the Precedency by the Criticks, who have publifli- 
ed or illuftrated their Works. The^ccafion of 
this Favour was, probably, their iinding' a little 
nearer Refemblance to 'Theocritus in his Conduft 
and Stile, than they could obferve in Bions. Not 
but that he and Bion both, feem in a great mea- 
fure to have negleded that blunt Rufticity and 
Plainnefs, which was fo admired an Art of 
their great Rival : For they aim always at fome- 
thing more polite and gentile, though equally na- 
tural, in their Compodtions. Indeed, the greateft 
Part of their Sub^'eds, not requiring the dired 
Talk and Converfation of Shepherds, may be ex- 
cufed, if they are adorned with more Grace and 
Elegancy, as long as the Original Simplicity is 
not deftroyed. As the Paftoral Mufe is not to be 
fet on a Throne like a Princefs ; fo (he looks al- 
together as ungainly, if (he always lies along, 
picking the Grafs, or kijGSng the green Turf The 
main Beauty is, what Boileau calls, defcendre fans 
baffejfe^ to fioop without Creeping ; and this perhaps 
may (hine as fair in them^ as in 7%eocritus. How- 
ever, they will pretend to have fome Advantage 
of him, in the Happinefs of Wit, and of Expref- 
$0D ; in the moving Sofcnefs of Paffion ; in the 

nice 
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nice Choice and Order of \Vords/ and the fweee 
Harmony of Verfe which flovirs from thofe Gra- 
ces. And, in (hort, if their Works are fiot ad- 
mitted among fbme for to true Paftorals, they cer- 
tainly pals among moft Men for better Poenn. 
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BO O fcS printed fir fe e n| Am i n MoTtE^ 
at /i&^ Middle-Tcmplc-Gate 1/^ Fleet-Street.'' 

TH E Lives of the Roman Poets. Containing 
a Critical and Hiftorical Account of them 
and their Writings ; with large Quota- 
tions of their choft celebrated PafTages^ as far as 
was ncceflary to compare and illuftrate their feveral 
Excellencies, as well as to difcover wherein they 
were deficient. To which is added, A Chronolo- 
gical Table, fitted to the Years before and aftet 
Christ ; (hewing the Times when they flouriflied 
and publiflfied their Works, and exhibiting thtf 
more remarkable Events coincident with them. 
Together with an Introdufiion concerning the Ori- 
gin and Progrefs of Poetry in general, and an EfTay 
on Dramatick Poetry in particular. By L. CRUsxtrs,- 
late of St. Jchns-Coaege, Cambridge. In two Vol. 

Roma Antiqua Notitia ; or, T'he Antiquities df 
Rom?. In two Parts. I. A (hort Hiftory of thef 
Rife, Progrefs, and Decay of the Commonwealth. 
II. A Dcfcripticn of the City : An Account oif the 
Religion, Civil Government, and Art of War ; 
with the remarkable Cuftoms and Ceremonies, pub- 
lick and private. With Copper Cuts of the prin- 
cipal Buildings, &c. To which are prefixed two 
Eflays ,- concerning the Roman Learning, and the 
Roman Education. By Basil Kennett, of C C.C 
OxoH. The Ninth Edition. 

rhe PANTHEON. Reprefcnting the fa- 
bulous Hiftories of the Heathen Gods, in a (hort, 
plain, and familiar .Method, by way of Dialogue. 
The Twelfth Edition. Revifed, corrcfted, araetid- 
ed, and illuftrated with new Copper Cuts of the 
feveral Deities. For the Ufe of Schools. By 
Andrew To o k e, A. M. late Profeflfor of Geo- 
metry in Grefiam-Coffege^ and Matter of the Char* 
terhouje- School. 
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BOOKS printed far Be 1^ J. Motte. 

TRAVELS into ftveral demote Nations of the' 
World. In Four Parts. By Lemuel Gullivek, 
firft a Surgeon, and then a Captain of feveral Ships. 
In Two Pocket Volumes. 

MISCELLANIES, inPrpfe and Verfe. In 
Four Vols. By the Rev. Dr. Swift, Alexander 
PoFB, Efq; Dr. Arbuth not, and Mr. Gay. 

The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philofyphy. 
By Sir I s A AC N £ w TO N. Tranflated into Engli/b^ 
by Andrew Motte. To which are added, The 
I41WS of the Moon's Motion, according to Gravity* 
By John Machin, Aftron. Profefll Gre/b. and 
Seer. R* Soc, In Two Volumes. 

A Treatife of the Sfftem of the World. By. Siii 
IsaacNeWt^n. Tranflated into EngjUfi. The 
Second Edition ; wherein are interfperfed ibme Al- 
terations and Itm)ro\'ements. 

A Treatife of the Mechanical Poioerj: Wherein 
the Laws of Motion, and the Properties of thofe 
Powers, are explained and demonftrated in an eafy 
and familiar Method. Being the Subftance of cer- 
tain Difcourfes dieliv^red at the Geometry- Le&ure 
at Grf/hant'CoBege. By Andrew Motte. The 
Second Edition ; with feveral Additions and Amend- 
xnencs. 

An IntroduSion to the Hi/lory of the principal King* 
dams and States of Europe, hy Samuel Puffendorfp, 
Counfelk)r of State to the late King of Sweden^ 
Made Englifi from the original Higb-Dutcb. The 
Ninth Edition, correded and improved. With an 
Appendix^ coxiX^anmg m Introdudion to theHiftory 
of the principal Sovereign States of Italy ; particu* 
larly Venice^ Modenai Mantua^ Florence, jind :Saviy. 



